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COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHORCAÍ
_____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Proceedings at Meeting of Cork County Council held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Cork on 26th April, 2010. 
I LATHAIR



Comhairleoir D. Ó Cainte, Méara Chontae



Comhairleoiri Ó Colmáin, C. Ó Murchú, Uí hEigeartaigh, D. Ó Síochain, P.G. Ó Murchú, Ó hArrachtáin, , Mac Giolla Rua, Ó Ceallaigh, Ó Burtúin, Pleaminn, Mac Craith, Ní Fhúarthain, Lombard, Ni Dheasmhumhnaigh, S. O Coileán, Ó Baoighil, C. Ó Caoimh, Ó Drisceoil, MacCárthaigh, Ó Floinn, T. Ó Coileán, G. Ó Murchú, Ó Buachalla, Ó Donnagáin, Críod, Ó Cochláin, Ó Muimhneacháin, MacGearailt, R. Ó Síocháin, Ó Sé, N. Ó Conchubar, De Barra, Ó hEigeartaigh, Ó Maoilmhichill N. Ó Coileán, Uí Mhuirí, MacGiolla Faoi Lean, S. Ó Conchubar, Ó Dálaigh, Ó Muirthile, Ó Laochra, S. Ó Suilleabháin, Ó hEalaithe, Ó Ruairc, C. Ó Suilleabháin.                                     

PRESENT


Councillor D. Canty, County Mayor presided.

Councillors Coleman, K. Murphy, Hegarty, D. Sheehan, P.G. Murphy, Harrington, Gilroy, Kelly, Burton, Fleming, McGrath, Forde, Lombard, Desmond, J. Collins, Boyle, K. O’Keeffe, O’Driscoll, McCarthy, O’Flynn, T. Collins, G. Murphy, Buckley, Donegan, Creed, Coughlan, Moynihan, Fitzgerald, R. Sheehan, O’Shea, N. O’Connor, Barry, Hegarty, Mulvihill, N. Collins, Murray, McLellan, S. O’Connor, Daly, Hurley, Leahy, J. O’Sullivan, Healy, O’Rourke, C. O’Sullivan.    

County Manager, County Engineer, Senior Executive Officer, Head of Finance
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

1/4-2



Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy



Seconded by Councillor G. Kelly

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of meeting of the Council held on 12th April, 2010, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

It was agreed that the minutes would record that the South West River Basin Management Plan is based on existing regulation and does not seek the implementation of measures which exceed the requirements of the Nitrates Directive.

Health Study for Haulbowline
In response to Cllr. J. Mulvihill, the Senior Executive Officer advised that following on from the last Council Meeting, a letter issued to the Minister of Health requesting that a health study be carried out at Haulbowline and that to date, no response had been received.

It was agreed to write again to the Department of Health seeking a response.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

2/4-2

TO:
Cllr. Sandra McLellan, on the death of her brother-in-law

TO:
Jean Finn, Mallow Office, on the death of her father, Jerry.

TO:
Martha & Assumpta Drake, County Hall, on the death of their brother-in-law, Jerry 
Finn.

Regional Road Signposting

It was noted that tenders were being opened at the meeting for the Regional Road Signage Programme.  Cllr. K. Murphy queried if the funding allocated to this programme could be used for road maintenance.

The County Engineer advised that the funding in question is specifically for signage and the Council does not have discretion in how it is spent.
DISPOSAL OF 17 SILVER BIRCH, MONASTERY ROAD, ROCHESTOWN, CO. CORK.

3(a)/4-2



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy

DISPOSAL OF 24 SILVER BIRCH, MONASTERY ROAD, ROCHESTOWN, CO. CORK.

3(b)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 77 DRIOMNEACH, BWEENG, CO. CORK.

3(c)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 1 AN FAILL, CUL ARD, CARRIGTWOHILL, CO. CORK.

3(d)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 62 RAVENSDALE, HERONS WOOD, CARRIGALINE, CO. CORK.

3(e)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 79 THE OAKS, MARYBOROUGH RIDGE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK.

3(f)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 85 THE OAKS, MARYBOROUGH RIDGE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK.

3(g)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 9 SUMMERFIELDS, COBH, CO. CORK.

3(h)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 22 ROS NA COILLE, CASTLEREDMOND, MIDLETON, CO. CORK.

3(i)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 114 ASHMOUNT COURT, MAYFIELD, CO. CORK.

3(j)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 2 CASTLETREASURE COURT, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK.

3(k)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 8 MEADOW GROVE, HOLLYHILL, CO. CORK.

3(l)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 76 RAVENSDALE, HERONS WOOD, CARRIGALINE, CO. CORK.

3(m)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 20 DUN EOIN MEADOWS, CARRIGALINE, CO. CORK.

3(n)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 25 DUN EOIN MEADOWS, CARRIGALINE, CO. CORK.

3(o)/4-2

DISPOSAL OF 28 GLEANN FIA, MOGEELY, CO. CORK.

3(p)/4-2

Roads Act, 1993:

AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC ROAD AT “HEATHERFIELDS”, ARDNAGEEHY MORE, BANTRY

4(a)/4-2



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor N. Harrington

RESOLVED:


“That the amendment to the taking over of Road at “Heatherfields”, Ardnageehy More, Bantry, previously approved at Council Meeting on 8th March, 2010, by the substitution of “334 metres” in lieu of “325 metres”, being the linear length of the road, be hereby approved.” 

AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC ROAD AT “TIR NA GREINE”, DERRIGRA, ENNISKEANE
4(b)/4-2



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor N. Harrington

RESOLVED:


“That the amendment to the taking over of Road at “Tir na Greine”, Derrigra, Enniskeane, previously approved at Council Meeting on 22nd March, 2010, by the substitution of “59 metres” in lieu of “53 metres”, being the linear length of the road, be hereby approved.”

Local Government Act, 2001:

SECTION 85 AGREEMENT WITH CORK CITY COUNCIL – N25 SOUTH RING ROAD, SARSFIELD ROAD TO BANDON ROAD, ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

5/4-2



Proposed by Councillor P. Desmond



Seconded by Councillor D. Forde

RESOLVED:



“That Cork County Council is of the opinion that its function as Roads 


Authority with respect to all matters pertaining to or arising out of the design 

and construction of the N25 South Ring Road: Sarsfield Road to Bandon 


Road, Road Improvement Scheme (hereinafter called “the Scheme”) within 

the administrative area of Cork County Council (excluding the acquisition 

whether by agreement or compulsorily of any land situated within the 


administrative area of Cork County Council which may be necessary for the 

construction of the Scheme) should be performed by Cork City Council and 

Cork City Council is able and willing to perform the said function.  



NOW THEREFORE Cork County Council hereby resolves to enter into an 

Agreement with Cork City Council for the purposes of Section 85 of the 


Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 14 of the Roads Act, 1993 that the 

said function with respect to all matters pertaining to or arising out of the 

design and construction of the Scheme (excluding the acquisition whether by 

agreement or compulsorily of any land situated within the administrative area 

of Cork County Council which may be necessary for the construction of the 

Scheme) within the administrative area of Cork County Council shall be 


performed on behalf of Cork County Council by Cork City Council in 


accordance with the said Agreement.”
Financial Business:

RATE COLLECTION REPORT 2009

6(a)/4-2

Members noted the report from Head of Finance, which outlined as follows:-

The following Rate Collection Report for 2009 outlines the collection performance for the year.

It is acknowledged that the year was a very difficult one for many businesses and the collection of commercial rates was a difficult task as a result.  

Where difficulties with payment were identified Council Rates Department staff worked with individual businesses and companies to arrange payment plans that were acceptable to both parties. 

Given that Commercial Rates accounts for approximately 28% of revenue income, it was necessary to maximise collection levels to ensure that Council services to the public were maintained. 

In a very difficult year, €90.4m was collected from a budget provision of €94.8m leaving a shortfall for the year of €4.4m.  This was a considerably better outturn, than discussed with Council following a mid year review in 2009.

Arrears increased during 2009 and the Council will be pursuing collection of the arrears while at the same time fully acknowledging financial difficulties some businesses are encountering.  The Rates Department staff are available to discuss reasonable proposals for dealing with arrears or any difficulty with the 2010 rate.

Given that economic conditions were very difficult in 2009 the level of collection achieved is very satisfactory and the Council will continue to find payment plan solutions for those facing difficulty.  However it is imperative that the rate payers contact us and discuss any difficulties as non contact or refusal to pay will result in legal proceedings.

	Rate Collection Report 

	Financial Year 2009

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Net Warrant for the year comprised:-
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Nett arrears brought forward for collection
	
	€6,551,032.10 
	

	
	
	
	

	Opening debit
	
	€101,564,521.13 
	

	
	
	
	

	Amendments during Year
	
	(€1,033,662.44)
	

	
	
	
	

	Irrecoverables
	
	(€5,004,890.84)
	

	
	
	
	

	Total to be Collected
	Total:-
	
	€102,076,999.95 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Amount of Rates collected
	
	
	

	at 31st December 2009 was
	
	€90,437,859.62 
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Refunded
	
	(€716,977.36)
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Prepayments
	
	(€240,632.06)
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Amount Rates uncollected at 
	
	€12,596,749.75 
	

	31st December 2009 was
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Total:-
	
	€102,076,999.95 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The Amount of Rates deemed to be
	
	
	

	irrecoverable at 31st December 2009 was
	
	
	€5,004,890.84 

	
	
	
	

	The total collected represents 87.90% of the net warrant as compared
	

	with 93.00% collected at the 31st December, 2008.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The Rate Collector was issued his warrant on the 13th March, 2009.
	


The Head of Finance referred to the report as circulated which outlined that the total rates collected in 2009 represented 87.90% of the warrant.  He said that the Council had to get the balance right of maintaining its services and being sympathetic to ratepayers.  He said it was a difficult year and arrears were up €12m.  He said that the Council would continue to arrange payment plans for any of its customers.

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· The level of collection was acknowledged and the Rates Department staff were congratulated for their performance.  It was noted that staff have a difficult job to do, particularly in light of staff changes within the Rates Department, and generally have a good relationship with rate payers; 

· Consideration should be given to reducing rates to assist businesses in difficulty;

· The Hotel sector, in particular, is experiencing difficulties;

· Agricultural Contractors whose business is seasonal are being levied rates on farm buildings used for the storage of machinery;

· As funding allocations from Central Government reduce the Council must retain the ability to fund itself;

· The facility to pay monthly by direct debit should be available;

· There is a perception that the Council is not open to negotiation and the fact that staff will engage with rate payers, with a view to agreeing payment plans, should be highlighted;

· The issue of rates liability for “not for profit” organisations must remain on the agenda;

· Rates becoming the liability of a subsequent occupier is an unfair feature of rating law;

· The amount of rates payable to Cork City Council was queried;

· The Council appears to be targeting individuals involved in the equine industry.

The County Manager said he wished to congratulate the Staff of the Finance Department who collected the rates in a difficult economic climate and with a loss of staff members.  He said that the collection level is a reflection of the Council’s relationship with its customers.  He said the level of rates for 2011 would be discussed during the budgetary process and that he hoped that the Council could again avoid an increase.   He advised Members that even a small reduction in rates would have a serious impact on services.

The Head of Finance replied to Members queries as follows:-

· The Council has a monthly debit system available to all of its ratepayers which can help businesses to avoid the build up of arrears;

· There are some exemptions for farm buildings which are decided by the Valuation Office;

· The Council’s staff do not value properties, they identify potential properties to the Valuation Office which determines if they have a rates liability;

· The collection level represented a shortfall of 4.4m on the projected collection at budget time;

· A solution to the issue of not for profit organisations requires a change in the law, the Council does not have discretion;

· The subsequent occupier rule was introduced to prevent businesses closing down and opening again without meeting their rates liability, it is a cornerstone of rates legislation.

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010

6(b)/4-2

Members noted the report from Head of Finance, which outlined as follows:-

Local Authorities are required to approve a rolling 3 year Capital Programme on an annual basis.

However in the current financial climate and given the constraints on sourcing Capital Funding it is only proposed to present a Capital Programme for the current year.

The funding of the Capital Programme comes from a number of sources, principally:

1. Government Grants

2. Borrowing

3. Development Contributions

4. Internal Capital Receipts

5. Provisions in the Revenue Budget.

It is not possible to currently predict for 2011 and 2012 the level of income from the above sources and accordingly it is only the 2010 Capital Expenditure Programme that is before members.

The driving forces for the 2010 Programme are available funding and the need to comply with any contractual obligations. As the Council are legally obliged to fulfil any commitments subject to legally binding contracts this will cause cash flow difficulties where adequate funding is not available from the above listed sources 

A breakdown of the proposed Capital Expenditure for 2010 totalling € 188.6.million is attached which shows:

1. Expenditure per Category

2. Income sources identified

3. Shortfall between Income and Expenditure

The financial impact of the overall Capital Programme is outlined later in the report. Set out on the next page is a summary of the expenditure headings showing Capital Expenditure of €188.6m in 2010. This programme is prepared based on grant allocation or legal contracts being in place. 






  €m


  €m

          €m

HOUSING 

Social Housing




22.8

Affordable Housing



23.2

Voluntary Housing


  
  8.0

Internal Capital Receipts

  
  3.8

Other





    .8
Total Housing






58.6

ROADS

National Primary



34.3

National Secondary



  3.8

Regional and other Routes

 
  8.9
Total Roads






47.0

WATER SERVICES

WSIP Water



 
  8.0

WSIP Wastewater



28.5

WSIP SLI




  4.2

WSIP Other




  3.2

Divisional Water



  2.8

Divisional Wastewater


  
  1.5

Divisional SLI




    .1

Total Water






48.3

OTHER

County Library Final Account
 

4.0

Flood Damage County HQ

 
6.7

Loan Charges on Capital Borrowings
            
5.4

Recreation and Amenity
             


5.6

Waste




  
4.3

Industrial Development

  

2.1

Fire Services



  
2.0

Other


           
         

4.6



Total







34.7

          




OVERALL TOTAL



 
 


       188.6         

HOUSING:

Social Housing:

The capital allocation for the construction and purchase of housing units for 2010 is €15.6million.This has been reduced from €38 million in 2009. The Council has capital commitments of €22.8million for schemes under construction and Part V purchases. This results in a shortfall of €7.2million.It is proposed to fund this shortfall by means of a short term loan, which will come before members for approval shortly. Further expenditure may be incurred depending on how individual schemes progress during 2010.

Affordable Housing:

Expenditure for Affordable Housing is anticipated at €23.2million.This will be funded by direct sales or bridging finance until sales are complete.

WATER SERVICES

Anticipated expenditure for the WSIP element of Water Services expenditure for 2010 is €43.9million.This programme of works is to be funded by anticipated Government grants of €24.4million, borrowing of €14.4million  and Councils development contributions /Water pricing policy of €5.1million.

The Expenditure included in the programme is only for existing contractual works and any additional projects undertaken will increase funding requirements. The current funding mechanism for WSIP is inadequate and needs to be addressed.

RECREATION AND AMENITY

While the demands on the Councils Capital Programme are considerable in 2010, it is important that we continue to invest  Development Contributions in Recreation and Amenity Projects.

Accordingly an allocation of €1million is included in 2010 as an exceptional measure- allocated as follows:

South €500,000

North €250,000

West  €250,000

With a proposed spending Programme of €188.6million consideration needs to be given to the funding of the Programme as any shortfall will have a serious impact on the Council’s cash flow.

The following is a summary of the income related to the proposed expenditure:-




Expenditure
Grants

Bridging/
  ICR 
Loans
  Other







Sale of Houses




  €m

  €m

 €m

   €m
  €m
    €m

Housing

58.6

24.4

22.6

   2.7
  6.5
    2.4


Roads


47.0

35.7




 2.2
    9.1. 

Water Services

48.3

27.0



           14.4
    6.9

Other Works

34.7

  6.4




 2.6
   25.7




____

____

____

  ___
____
  ____


TOTAL
          188.6                 93.5

22.6

   2.7
25.7        44.1   
   

The above figures are based on the grant levels included being achieved and that borrowing approval will be received to cover the amounts identified. 

The final area that now needs to be examined is the funding of the category called “Other” in sum of €44.1m.

This amount is made up of income which sources have been identified, but also will show  a source of income of €12.8million which needs to be identified.

The reason for this shortfall is because the council is under legal contract to deliver the programmes identified but funding sources may not be in place or adequate in some instances.

Other income sources when analysed show a cash flow impact for 2010 as follows:








 €m

Pre 2010 Development Contributions


11.6


Insurance recovery County Hall


  6.7

Water Pricing Income 2010



  3.0

Development Contributions 2010 (estimated)
10.0

Unidentified





12.8

Total






44.1
CONCLUSION:

Total capital expenditure is predicted at €188.6million for 2010 which is a reduction from the 2009 level of Capital Expenditure of €295million.
The Programme before members is based primarily on existing capital commitments. If the level of grants loans and own resources fall below the required level, this will have a negative impact on the cash resources of Cork County Council.

The Head of Finance advised that the capital programme for 2010 is in respect of existing contracts in place and any additional work may be done subject to funding becoming available.  He said that the sources of income outlined in the report are anticipated only.

The Manager said that the report was very comprehensive as regards where the Council is at presently.  He said normally a Capital Programme outlines work for 2 years ahead but that the Council is currently only in a position to manage one year.  He said that the Council has financial commitments that it must pay for but that it needs to be careful that cashflow is not affected. 

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· The figures are startling and will affect people on the ground;

· The reduction in the Council’s budget from 2008 to 2009 was queried;

· Embargo on staff will eventually lead to no staff available to carry out the day to day duties;

· This report puts into perspective the level of funding required by the Council;

· For a number of years there has been major capital spending, the Council now has to respond to the situation;

· Local authorities have experienced job losses which has not happened in Government Departments;

· The public must be made aware of the financial crisis the Council is facing;

· The amount of the insurance claim for flood damage to County Hall was queried;

· Queried if the Council is obliged to honour its commitment with Affordable Housing;

· Developers bonds should be put to use where estates are unfinished;

· Members would find it difficult to adopt a programme when there is a shortfall of €12.8m;

· The timeframe for the notification of grant funding from the Department was queried;

The Head of Finance replied as follows:-

· The figures provided were from 2006 onwards, Capital expenditure in 2005 was lower;

· The Council is insured by Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances and there are no indications that there will be anything other than full recovery of the Council’s claim;

· Development Contributions for 2010 may be less than €10m;

· Council is legally obliged to stand over contracts for Affordable Houses which were successfully negotiated in 2009;

· €188m represents contracts that the Council is obliged to pay;

The Manager advised that capital budgets reflect a cycle and the Council is where it is and that it must make the best decisions for the County. 

He said that €188m is a substantial investment in infrastructure for the county.  He said that there will be €1m available for recreation and that it is important for people to see money coming back into their areas.

The Manager advised that that Affordable Housing and Part 5 are a creation of legislation and that over time these houses will become homes for people and if the Council makes a loss in the process then the end result is positive.

It is difficult to cash in developers’ bonds and the question of unfinished estates is a national issue. They are not simply unfinished estates but unfinished communities. 

He said that the Council is managing a programme of €188m and has it almost funded. He said reduction of levies and funding infrastructure must be balanced.   He said that the positive message must go out that the Council is spending money on assets.

DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS INCOME & EXPENDITURE

6(c)/4-2

Members noted the report from Head of Finance, which outlined as follows:-

The Cork County Development Contribution Scheme was adopted by Council on the 23rd of February 2004 in accordance with Section 48 and 49 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000.

This report outlines the income received under the General Contribution Scheme for each year since inception of the New Scheme. It also sets out where the income has been spent.

General Contribution Scheme 

Collected 
€m

2004   2.3

2005 20.0

2006 42.1

2007 46.6

2008 26.0

2009


          10.5

Total collected
                      147.5 

Spending programmes have been passed by Council in each year of the scheme. These spending programmes have had to be revised in 2009 due to under realisation of income and reflect actual expenditure incurred on projects approved.

The spending on schemes is detailed as follows and includes proposed spending in 2010.

Water

Roads

Amenity
 Loan

Total









Charges

  
  €

    €

   €

    €

   €

2005
  
  5.4

  1.6

  0.6 



  7.6

2006

14.3

12.8

  5.8



32.9

2007

15.8

12.6

  8.2



36.6

2008

  6.8

10.6

  6.3



23.7

2009

24.6

  3.5

  1.9



30.0

2010 proposed 
  1.3

  3.5

  1.4

  5.4

11.6

Total

68.2

44.6

24.2

  5.4

142.4

Accordingly €147.5m has been collected since the introduction of the New Scheme in 2004 and €142.4 has been spent to date or committed to existing contracts in 2010. This leaves a balance of €5.1m at the end of 2009 for future spending.

A Recreation & Amenity allocation of €1m has been outlined in the Capital Programme 2010 and this leaves a remaining balance of €4.1m.

€11.6m is to be used to fund projects in 2010. This is expenditure required to fund Cork County Councils contribution to projects that are subject to an existing contract. 

Where further works are undertaken and are to be funded from Development Contributions this will be funded from the balance of €4.1m at the 31/12/2009 or from Development Contributions income in 2010.
Cork County Council has fully funded the own resource requirement under the Water Services Investment Programme up to the 31/12/2009. Requests for Development Contributions to fund works in 2010 will become evident as works progress during the year. The balance of €4.1m plus Development Contributions income in 2010 will be required to fund these commitments.

It should be noted that in 2010 and in future years the cost of borrowing for Capital Schemes will have to be funded from General Contribution Scheme income.








Accordingly a significant and increasing amount of Development Contributions income will be used to fund the repayment of loans on projects already complete.

The percentage of Development Contributions spend on various services from 2004-2009 is as follows.





€m

%

Water Services

  
68.2

47.9

Roads



  44.6

31.3

Amenity


  24.2

17.0

Loan Charges


    5.4

  3.8

TOTAL


142.4

100.0

The proposed expenditure for 2010 is recommended for approval. This scheme is based on existing contracts only and members will be informed of any proposed additional works

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· Community Grant Scheme needs to be progressed as quickly as possible to enable people carry out works during summer months;
· Divisional amenity grants do not reflect population size in South Cork;
· Welcomed €800,000 for Bantry Road;
· The allocation for footpaths in Bantry was queried;
· If the Council will be putting a limit on what is to be borrowed for capital expenditure;
· Development Contributions should not be spent on repaying loans;
· The benefit to Council of contributing to Failte Ireland was queried.
The Head of Finance advised Members of the following

· €11.6m spend is based on existing contracts and no additional spend is planned;
· Development Contributions can only be used for specific purposes;
· The figure for broadband is the Council’s contribution to the National Scheme and signifies the last payment;

· The loan charges are in respect of the Midleton Relief Road and the WSIP which are infrastructure projects.
The Manager said that the Divisional Managers need to discuss with the Divisional committees how the Council will grant aid communities.  The figure for Failte Ireland represents the Council’s contribution to tourism projects. 

WATER SERVICES INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2010 – 2012

6(d)4/-2

Members noted report from the County Engineer, which outlined as follows:-

On Monday 19 April 2010, Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, published the Water Service Investment Programme 2010-2012.

· The Programme comprises:

· 131 contracts and water conservation projects under construction at the end of 2009, at an estimated overall cost of €1,025million,

· 343 contracts to commence construction over the period 2010 – 2012 at an estimated overall cost of €1,841 million, including 81 water conservation contracts at an estimated cost of €321million, and 

· 194 schemes and water conservation projects to advance through planning.

The Programme is largely based on Needs Assessments undertaken by the Water Services Authorities and submitted to the Department in December 2009.

The new Programme is presented on a River Basin District basis to emphasise the increasing importance of river basin management in achieving the water quality objectives set down under the EU Water Framework Directive.

This approach is also designed to clarify the wider impacts of the investment proposals and to highlight the response that the Programme is making to priorities identified in Ireland’s first set of River Basin Management Plans.

The new Programme also reflects a new focus on progressing priority contracts within schemes.

Summary of the WSIP 2010-2012

South Western River Basin District 

· Contracts at Construction


Total no. of schemes: 



18


Cork County Council
schemes:

14


Total no. of contracts:



25


Cork County Council contracts:


21


Total value of contracts at construction:
  
€93,046,000


Value of Cork Co. Council contracts at cons:
€81,282,000

· Contracts to Start 2010-2012


Total no. of schemes: 



39


Cork County Council
schemes:

29


Total no. of contracts:



47


Cork County Council contracts:


34


Total value of contracts to start:

  
€265,030,000


Value of Cork Co. Council contracts to start:
€150,375,000

· Schemes at planning stages 2010-2012


Total no of schemes at planning: 

41


Cork County Council schemes at planning:
32

Financial implications of Programme 2010-2012:

Assuming that CCC has to provide (on average) 30% of the total scheme costs  

Schemes to start: 


€150,375,000

30%




€45,112,500

For each year 2010/2011/2012
€15m


Schemes at planning:


€15,000,000 (estimated planning costs)

30%`




€4,500,000

For each year 2010/2011/2012
€1.5m

Total requirement from CCC:
€50m or €16.5m p.a.

The Manager said that the issue of funding water services has been raised on a number of

occasions. He said that the funding model does not work and the Council is not in a position to

fund these schemes or borrow for them.  He said that it is urgent that the 30% funding

requirement is looked at.  

The Manager said that there will be major problems in the future with the number of contracts

and that he would not be in a position to sign contracts if it proves to be a liability for the Council. 

The County Engineer said that the programme focuses on the contracts that can be started but the

Council does not have €50m.  He said that the staff and resources are available if the

funding is forthcoming.

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· Queried the up to date position with Little Island Sewerage Scheme;

· Queried if both Ballingeary and Ballyvoruney were included;

· This is a great opportunity for the Council to upgrade water quality;

· The public must be told what is happening;

· Welcomed Ballyvourney as part of the Western Bundle 

· Minister should withdraw his announcement on the WSIP unless the government fully fund the schemes;

· The document is misleading and aspirational, the public are unaware that the Council must fund 30% of the projects. 

The County Engineer replied as follows:-

· The Scheme at Little Island will cost €200,000

· The proposed Western Bundle will not now go ahead and Ballingeary is not included, he will request the Department to reinstate it;

· The Scheme at Coachford identified as a network should be a Waste Water Treatment Plant

· Construction on the Schull Water Supply Scheme could commence by the end of 2010.

The Manager said that it is clear that the Council is in a difficult situation financially.  Match funding is putting the Council in a difficult situation.  He said that he cannot afford to bring more borrowings before Members that have to be paid back .   He said that the WSIP project team have been very successful in delivering contracts and that his concern about funding is holding them up.  He said that it is his wish to keep the flow of contracts going.  

The Manager said that the funding model was designed at certain time but is not suitable in the current climate and that the amount to be funded by local authorities must be reduced.

He said he was considering retaining somebody to make a case to Government which would welcome the programme, set out the problem caused by the requirement to provide a 30% contribution, submit the UCC study on the funding model and suggest an alternative funding mechanism. 

RAISING OF LOAN

6(e)/4-2

The Manager advised that the raising of this loan is to cover Affordable Houses bills and that the loan is on a short-term basis until the Houses are sold. 



Proposed by Councillor G. Murphy



Seconded by Councillor K. O’Keeffe

RESOLVED:



“That the raising of loan up to €50 million from the Housing Finance Agency 

plc, for 
purposes authorised under the Housing Acts, be approved.”

Reports & Recommendations of Committees:

Bandon Macroom Area Committee:

TAKING OVER OF ROAD

7/4-2



Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy 



Seconded by Councillor B. Murray

RESOLVED:


“That being satisfied that a public right of way exists over it, and the road is of general public utility, and up to the required standard, the Council hereby decides to initiate the procedure to take over and maintain the following road:


Road at Cnoc Ard and Cois Abhann, Riverstick, Co. Cork, linear length 317 
metres”

Carrigaline Area Committee:

EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – WALKWAY BETWEEN NOS.

14 & 15 MANOR CLOSE INTO MANOR AVENUE, THORNBURY HEIGHTS,

ROCHESTOWN ROAD

8/4-2



Proposed by Councillor P. Desmond



Seconded by Councillor D. Forde

RESOLVED:

 “Having considered the proposals and that no objections were received and having complied with the provisions of Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993, it is hereby resolved:

1. That this Order be incited as Extinguishment of Public Rights-of-Way Order No.1/S/2010

2. That the Order and maps be duly signed and sealed by the Council.

3. That the Order be effective from 26th April, 2010.” 

Northern Committee:

REPORT UNDER ARTICLE 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000: 


9/4-2


Proposed by Councillor K. O’Keeffe 



Seconded by Councillor D. J. Fitzgerald 
RESOLVED:

 “Noting that in accordance with Article 179 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, notice of the proposed development was published, that no submissions were received in respect of the proposal, approval pursuant to Article 179 of the said Act is given for the following:-


Storm Holding Tank, Watergrasshill, Wastewater Treatment Plant

Western Committee:

REPORT UNDER ARTICLE 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000: 


10/4-2


Proposed by Councillor A. Moynihan



Seconded by Councillor D. Sheehan
RESOLVED:

 “Noting that in accordance with Article 179 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, notice of the proposed development was published, that no submissions were received in respect of the proposal, approval pursuant to Article 179 of the said Act is given for the following:-

Derrigra Reservoir, Ballineen/Enniskeane Water Supply Scheme

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

15/4-2

Opening of Tenders

The following tenders were opened at the meeting:-

· M20 Cork Limerick Motorway Scheme – Archaeological Consultancy Service:Geophysical Survey – 10 no. 

· Provision of Security Services at Cork County Council Offices (County Hall and Library Buildings) – 4 no. 

· Regional Road Signage Programme - South Cork - Contract 5 – 3 no. 

At this stage, it was agreed to defer the remaining items on the Agenda to the next

 Council Meeting on 10th May, 2010.

This concluded the business of the meeting
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