Minutes of the December Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday, 7th December, at 7pm at the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Mallow, Co. Cork.

Present:   Cllr. Dempsey (In Chair)

                Cllr. Griffin

                Cllr. Kennedy

                Cllr. Lucey
                Cllr. Mullally


    Cllr. O’Connor

                Cllr. O’Regan

                Cllr. Sheehan  

Apologies received from Cllr. Fitzgerald.

In Attendance:
Mr. Tom Stritch, Town Manager

Mr. Keith Jones, Town Engineer

Mr. Pat O’Connor, Town Clerk
At the outset Standing Orders were suspended in order to consider the following matters:

-   Seminar on Local Government Reform

-   Issues of concern arising from November Monthly Meeting

-   Proposed closure of the offices of Avondhu Blackwater Development at Park West, 

     Mallow.

It was agreed to write to Eamon  O’Cuiv, Minister for Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs and the Bord of Avondhu Blackwater requesting a meeting with Mallow Town Council prior to any decision being made on the future of the Mallow office.
On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. Griffin it was agreed to return to Standing Orders.

1.   Minutes 

(a) On the proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. Sheehan the minutes of 

the November Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday, 2nd November, 2009 were confirmed and adopted.

            Matters Arising

· The contents of letters from Noel Dempsey, TD, Minister for Transport and Mr. Michael Egan, Head of Corporate Affairs, National Roads Authority in relation to the proposed M20 Cork/Limerick Motorway were discussed.
3.

· The Manager confirmed that the Mallow Transportation Study will not be adopted prior to the completion of the new Development Plan and that a Variation of the Development Plan may be required.

(b) On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. Sheehan the minutes of the Traffic Sub-Committee held on Wednesday, 25th November, 2009 were confirmed and adopted.

Matters Arising

It was noted that no response had been received from Sergeant Cronin in relation to illegal parking at Sandfield Terrace.

The minutes of the meeting were amended to include the following:
· attendance of Sergeant Cronin

· Reference to the issues of illegal parking at Humes Terrace as raised by Cllr. O’Connor

2.    Manager’s Orders

         The list of Managers Orders for the month of November was noted.  

3.      Planning

          The list of planning applications for the month of November was noted.  

 4.      Housing

         The Town Clerk advised as follows:

· The construction phase of the 7 house scheme at Woodview Drive is progressing satisfactorily.

· Works under the Planned Maintenance Programme for 2009 are nearing completion.
· The final date for receipt of submissions or observations with regard to the proposed Junction Improvement Works at St. Josephs Road/Aldworth Heights is 8th January, 2010.  It was agreed to circulate a copy of the proposed works to each Members.

· The Council has recently purchased 2 houses at Hazelbrook, Spa Glen from Cork County Council.

            The following matters were considered:

· Progress on design of Schemes at St. Josephs Road and Willis Flats site.

· Preparation of new Housing Priority list.

4.
5.      Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Seamus Murphy Place

   The Town Clerk advised that following on publication of the proposal two  

   petitions had been received objecting to the closure and it was agreed on the 

   proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. Lucey not to proceed to extinguish 

   the Right of Way.
6.      Town Engineers Report (to be circulated)

          The contents of the Town Engineers Report was welcomed.  The following 

           matters were also discussed:

           -  Proposed new Public Toilet Facility

           -  Drainage works at St. Josephs Road

           -  2 hour free parking

           -  Success of Flood Relief Scheme and drainage works at Chapel Lane 

7.      Fix Date for Budget 2010 Meeting

         It was agreed to hold the Meeting on 4th January, 2010 at 4pm and that the pre-

         budget meeting will take place on Friday, 18th December, 2010 at 6pm.
         It was agreed to hold the Meeting with Dairygold in relation to Casual Trading 

         on Wednesday, 6th January, 2010 at 10am.

8.   Establishment of Retail & Commercial Sub-Committee

      It was agreed that Cllr. O’Connor and Cllr. O’Regan prepare terms of reference 
      for the Committee for consideration at the January Monthly Meeting.
        On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. O’Regan it was    

        agreed to extend the time of the meeting until 9pm.
9.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. Mullally
      Cllr. Mullally proposed the following:

(a) “That this Council work with the residents of Upper Bearforest in presenting a 

  report with a view to solving a number of issues of the Bells Cross area of 

        Mallow:

· That the footpath near the boundary wall be re-opened (covered over with topsoil presently).

· That the constant lodging of surface water be investigated at the junction.

5.

· That the contractor is requested to clean up the compound and remove unwanted items on the old road.

· That a concrete channel be put in place at the water inlet near the rear gate of Mallow Golf Club.

     This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  The Town Engineer advised that a 

     CCTV Survey is required in relation to surface water and that a report will be 

     provided at the February Monthly Meeting.

(b) “That Niall Delaney, 7 The Funshion, River Valley, Mallow who recently won 

  a gold medal at the World Kickboxing Championship in Spain be honoured 

        with a Civic Reception”.

  This motion was seconded by Cllr. Lucey and agreed.

10.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. Lucey
         Cllr. Lucey proposed the following:

(a) “That this Council investigate the wall to the rear of 90 O’Callaghans 

               Square.  The Wall has a very bad crack in it and has become structurally 

               very dangerous”.

       This motion was seconded by Cllr. Sheehan.  The Town Engineer agreed to 

       investigate as a matter of urgency.

(b) “That this Council provides the public with an update on when repairs will be 

           made to the road from the Clock House up St. Josephs Road.  There has 

           been no progress made since the original work has finished.

  It was noted that this matter was addressed in the Town Engineer Report.

(c) “That this Council repairs the public bench in the park opposite the Willis 

   Flats area, and that all public seating is repaired and maintained in town”.

   This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and agreed.

11.  Notices of Motion – Cllr. Kennedy
        Cllr. Kennedy proposed the following:

(a) “Given that Dunnes Stores no longer trade from the Bank Place section of 

  Thomas Davis Street, this Council shall investigate the feasibility of 

        reducing the length of the Loading Bay at that area of the Main Street as 

        its inordinate length lessens the number of parking spaces provided, thus 

        hindering trade in the vicinity”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally and agreed.
6.
12. Notices of Motion – Cllr. O’Connor

Cllr. O’Connor proposed the following:
(a) “That this Council include in our new Development Plan a condition that no 

“Head” shop or business purporting to sell products which are generally 

        sold in these shops, be allowed in Mallow”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey.  The Manager advised that it was not possible to include as an Amendment in the Draft Development Plan.

(b) “That wheelchair ramp be placed on path at exit from Tesco”.

           This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey.  It was agreed to refer the matter 

            to Cork County Council.
          (c) “That, as it is generally believed by the business people of Mallow that the 

        local banks are not supportive of small businesses in Mallow, this Council 

        calls on the banks locally to reverse this perception and that this Council 

        writes to the local bank Managers and ask them to answer the following 

        questions:

     1) How many business people’s overdrafts have been withdrawn  (thereby 
         causing havoc with business cash flow)? 

                   2) How much money in business loan approvals have been made to 
                       business people in Mallow?

                   3) What plans have they to increase their support for the business people 
                         in Mallow?

          This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey.  It was agreed to amend the    

           motion to include item (3) only.
13.  Correspondence

       a)  Received from The Institute of Professional Training was noted

    b)  Received from Antrim Tourism Conference was noted

       c)  Received from Office of the Minister, Department of Transport was noted

       d)  Received from Environmental Radiation Policy & Air Quality Section, 

            Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government was noted

      e)   Received from Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government

            was noted

      f)   Received from National Roads Authority was noted

      g)  Received from St. Anne’s Heritage & Historical Society Mallow Ltd. was 

           noted

7.
     h)   Received from Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland was noted

     i)    Received from Arts Alliance Mallow was noted

     j)    Received from TJK Conferences Ltd. was noted

     k)  Received from Mr. Aidan Weir, Senior Engineer, Cork County Council was 

           noted

14.   Any Other Business
· Concerns were expressed with regard to proposals affecting the  Apprentice Carpenter Course at Mallow College of Further Education

· It was agreed to extend congratulation to the Mayor of Tinley Park on the recent award for most friendly place to live in Illinois
15.   Votes of Sympathy

         Mr. Paddy Stack, The Ironmines Mallow on the death of his wife Joan.

         Mrs. Josephine Carroll, The Mouse Trap, Beecher Street, Mallow on the death 

         of her husband Timmy.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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