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COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHORCAÍ
_____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Proceedings at Meeting of Cork County Council held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Cork on 25th January, 2010. 
I LATHAIR



Comhairleoir D. Ó Cainte, Méara Chontae



Comhairleoiri Ó Colmáin, C. Ó Murchú, Uí Nia, Uí hEigeartaigh, Ó Crualaoch, D. Ó Síochain, P.G. Ó Murchú, Ó hArrachtáin, , Mac Giolla Rua, Ó Ceallaigh, Ó Burtúin, Pleaminn, Mac Craith, Lombard, Ni Dheasmhumhnaigh, S. O Coilean, C. Ó Caoimh, Ó Drisceoil, MacCárthaigh, Ó Floinn, T. Ó Coileán, G. Ó Murchú, Ó Donnagáin, Criod, Ó Cochláin, Ó Muimhneacháin, MacGearailt, R. Ó Síocháin, Ó Sé, N. Ó Conchubar, De Barra, Ó hEigeartaigh, Ó Maoilmhichill N. Ó Coileán, Uí Mhuirí, MacGiolla Faoi Lean, S. Ó Conchubar, Ó Dálaigh, Ó Muirthile, Ó Laochra, S. Ó Suilleabháin, Ó hEalaithe, Ó Ruairc, C. Ó Suilleabháin.                                     

PRESENT


Councillor D. Canty, County Mayor presided.

Councillors Coleman, K. Murphy, Neville, Hegarty, Crowley, D. Sheehan, P.G. Murphy, Harrington, Gilroy, Kelly, Burton, Fleming, McGrath, Lombard, Desmond, J. Collins, Boyle, K. O’Keeffe, O’Driscoll, McCarthy, O’Flynn, T. Collins, G. Murphy, Donegan, Creed, Coughlan, Moynihan, Fitzgerald, R. Sheehan, O’Shea, N. O’Connor, Barry, Hegarty, Mulvihill, N. Collins, Murray, McLellan, S. O’Connor, Daly, Hurley, Leahy, J. O’Sullivan, Healy, O’Rourke, C. O’Sullivan.    

County Manager, County Engineer, Senior Executive Officer
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

1/1-2



Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy



Seconded by Councillor J. Mulvihill

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of meeting of the Council held on 11th January, 2010, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

2/1-2

TO:
John Forde, Carrigaline Area Office, on the death of his Aunt, Mrs. Eileen Bowen.

TO:
The family of the late Liz Cronin, former employee, Rates Department.

Statutory Business:

DISPOSAL OF 103 LESLIES ARCH, OLD QUARTER, BALLINCOLLIG, CO. CORK.

3(a)/1-2

DISPOSAL OF 16 APPLEWOOD, MARYBOROUGH RIDGE, DOUGLAS, CORK.

3(b)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 27 HIGHFIELDS, MARYBOROUGH WOODS, DOUGLAS, CORK.

3(c)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 4 THE CLOSE, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, PASSAGE WEST, CO CORK.

3(d)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 3 THE CLOSE, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, PASSAGE WEST, CO. CORK.

3(e)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 8 GLEANN FIA, MOGEELY, CO. CORK.

3(f)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF LAND AT KNOCKDUFF, CULLEN, CO. CORK.

3(g)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 58 TUAIRIN GLAS, GREENFIELDS, BALLINCOLLIG, CO. CORK.

3(h)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 11 CÚIRT CHAISLEÁN AN ÓIR, CASTLETREASURE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK.

3(i)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 6 NORTH AVENUE, LIOS RUA, BALLYVOLANE, CORK.

3(j)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 10 SOUTH AVENUE, LIOS RUA, BALLYVOLANE, CORK.

3(k)/1-2
DISPOSAL OF 9 NORTH AVENUE, LIOS RUA, BALLYVOLANE, CORK.

3(l)/1-2
CONFERENCE LIST FOR JANUARY, 2010 

4/1-2



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy

RESOLVED:



“That the Conference List for January, 2010, be hereby approved.”

Reports & Recommendations of Committees:

Kanturk Area Committee:

LEASING OF EMPTY UNITS BY VOLUNTARY HOUSING BODIES

5/1-2

Councillor G. Murphy proposed, seconded by Councillor D. Forde, the following notice of motion:-


“That Cork County Council would examine in detail the proposed Private Sector 
Leasing of empty units by the Voluntary Housing Bodies and evaluate the financial 
implications for the taxpayer”

· A presentation made by to the Kanturk Area Committee outlined the proposal to lease vacant properties from developers over 25 years and pay them market rent;

· The Scheme is of no benefit to the person renting, the agency or the taxpayer;

· The developer would be the only person that would benefit from the Scheme;

· The value of the property would increase dramatically in 25 years time;

· The tenant should be allowed purchase the property at a discounted rate after 10 years;

· This Scheme would be a waste of national resources;

· Each local authority should attach conditions to give good value for money to the taxpayer;

· The needs of the householder must be looked after rather than the needs of the developers.

The County Manager said that government policy is that leasing is the way to go and that the need to build more houses is not clearly stated.  He said that he could arrange for the Housing Department to bring the intentions of the motion to the attention of the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
Bandon/Macroom Area Committee:

TAKING OVER OF ROAD 

6/1-2



Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy 



Seconded by Councillor T. Lombard 

RESOLVED:


“That being satisfied that a public right of way exists over it, and the road is of general public utility, and up to the required standard, the Council hereby decides to initiate the procedure to take over and maintain the following road:


Road at Compass Quay, Commogue, Kinsale, linear length 1306.8 metres

Bantry/Skibbereen Area Committee:

TAKING OVER OF ROAD 

7/1-2



Proposed by Councillor J. Daly



Seconded by Councillor A. Healy

RESOLVED:


“That being satisfied that a public right of way exists over it, and the road is of general public utility, and up to the required standard, the Council hereby decides to initiate the procedure to take over and maintain the following road:


Road at Tir na Greine, Derrigra, Enniskeane, linear length 53 metres

Blarney Area Committee:

TAKING OVER OF ROAD 

8/1-2



Proposed by Councillor G. Kelly



Seconded by Councillor P. Burton

RESOLVED:


“That being satisfied that a public right of way exists over them, and the roads are of general public utility, and up to the required standard, the Council hereby decides to initiate the procedure to take over and maintain the following roads:


Road at Boru Court, Ballytrasna, Little Island, linear length 120 metres


Road at Cluain na Greine, Ballincrokig, Whites Cross, linear length 168 
metres.”


Western Committee:

REPORTS UNDER SECTION 179 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000:

9/1-2



Proposed by Councillor N. Harrington 



Seconded by Councillor M. Hegarty 

RESOLVED:

“Noting that in accordance with Article 179 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, notice of the proposed development was published, that no submissions were received in respect of the proposal, approval pursuant to Article 179 of the said Act is given for the following:-


Construction of Carpark at Garnish Strand, Beara, Co. Cork.  

Correspondence from Government Departments:

CLÁR FUNDING

10/1-2

In the absence of Cllr. Noel Buckley, it was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the next Council Meeting.
RURAL TRANSPORT PROGRAMME

11/1-2

Members noted letter dated 14th January, 2010, in response to Council’s motion of 14th September, 2009, regarding the retention of the Rural Transport Programme.

Members said that the Rural Transport Programme is a vital service to people living in rural areas and the service has to be maintained. 

It was agreed to refer the matter back to the Minister requesting details of the level of funding for the programme for the last 3 years and to convey the Members concerns about the service, in particular for the Rural Transport Programme in Bantry.

DREDGING AND CLEANING OF RIVERS

12/1-2

Councillor D. Sheehan proposed, seconded by Councillor A. Healy, the following notice of motion:-

“That the County Engineer prepare a comprehensive estimate for grant aid 
application to the Minister at the Office of Public Works to enable this Council 
proceed with the dredging and clearing of the “Ilen River” from “Aughaville to 
Skibbereen” and the “Bandon River” from “Dunmanway to Innishannon” and thereby 
help alleviate any future flooding of both towns, and to also request the Minister to 
seek European Aid in implementing a County wide scheme similar to the “Arterial 
Drainage Scheme’s” which proved so efficient in the past.”

During a discussion, the Members made the following points:-

· Rivers are being choked and need to be dredged and cleaned;
· Funding should be sought from the EU to introduce Arterial Drainage Schemes;
· Responsibility for the clearing of rivers is not being taken;
· The OPW should take the initiative in relation to the proposal;
· Queried if the Council has any proposals put in place to ensure rivers and streams are looked after;
· Area offices should identify rivers that need to be dredged;
· The flood alleviation allocation measures announced for Bandon town were welcomed;
· Minister Mansergh’s recent visit to Cork and his commitment to providing funding for areas affected by the recent flooding was acknowledged;
· Need to determine the breakdown of responsibility between the OPW and the Council;
· The Fisheries Board is stopping work being done on the rivers.
The County Engineer thanked Members for their acknowledgements and responded as follows:-

· The Council made 3 submissions to the OPW for flood relief schemes at Bandon, Clonakilty and Skibbereen;
· Full funding will be granted for the Scheme in Bandon and it is hoped that funding will soon be announced for Clonakilty & Skibbereen;
· Other areas will be looked at on a priority basis;
· The Minister will be coming to Cork on 1st February to launch the Lee CFRAMP study which will form the basis for a flood management system;
· The Council has to work with the Fisheries Board;
· Emergency system will give Council notice of flooding until schemes are in place;
· A submission will be made for smaller schemes.
This was noted by the Members.
DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

13/1-2

Councillor D. Crowley proposed, seconded by Councillor J. Gilroy, the following notice of motion:-

“That a written report be prepared for this Council outlining (a). The total amounts levied under the development contribution scheme for 2007, 2008 and 2009.


(b). The amounts outstanding and any proposals that the Council would have in 
collecting these contributions.”
Members noted the report from the Director of Planning, which outlined as follows:-

Collection Details:

2007


Gross arrears                                      -    €30,830,196.25

Agreed instalment arrangements          -   €11,227,486.35

Nett arrears                                          -    €19,602,709.90

Collected


         -    €58,778,654.62

2008

Gross arrears                                    -    €19,096,328.22

Agreed instalment arrangements          -   €7,135,808.89

Nett arrears                                        -    €11,960,519.33

Collected


       -    €37,556,343.16

2009 (to 30/9/2009)

Gross arrears                                      -€14,485,548.09

Agreed instalment arrangements         -   €5,761,906.36

Nett arrears                                          -    €8,723,641.73

Collected


         -   €8,836,372.89

Proposals for Collecting:
Where accounts are not paid following reminders the enforcement process is then utilised - this entails warning letters and enforcement notices as necessary. A number of cases of non - compliance with enforcement notices have also been to court recently.

In appropriate cases the Council will deduct any development levies due from Part V payments being made to developers.

During a discussion, the Members made the following points:-

· Welcomed the decision to deduct development levies due from Part V payments being made to developers;

· Council needs to make every effort to collect outstanding money;

· Members should be provided with a list of developments on which levies are outstanding;

· Queried the total amount collected and the amount that is uncollectable; 

· Monies from the old development contribution scheme were ringfenced to a 3-5 mile radius and some of these works have not materialised;

· Queried the possibility of releasing contributions for contracts not signed yet;

· One-off houses applicants are paying their contributions in full, it is the large developers that are in arrears.

The Manager said the figures show the gross arrears, which have come down.  He said that in 2008 he brought forward a proposal not to increase development contributions by 8% which was incentive for people to pay then rather than have the increase the following year.

He said that things are getting more difficult all round and the Council will have to respond by taking enforcement action where necessary.  He said that the Planning Department are to be commended for collecting what they have so far.

The Manager said that the Development Contributions Scheme is restrictive and most of the income goes underground in water schemes and this isn’t always visible to the general public.  There is a small amount left to spend on roads and recreation and amenity.

He said that a list of outstanding debtors would not be useful and that normal debt collection procedure should apply.  He said that the Council would pursue collection to the end.

Councillor J. Gilroy said that planning files are public documents and the detail cannot be treated in the same way as outstanding service charges customers.  He requested a list of the planning application numbers and the amounts outstanding.

The Manager said that Members should think long and hard before requesting that lists of individual debtors would be provided to them.  He said he did not intend to provide such lists and that he would resist any requests to do so. 

The Manager said he would provide regular reports on the Scheme’s performance in the future.

ACQUIRING VACANT SITES

14/1-2

Councillor N. Collins proposed, seconded by Councillor J. Daly, the following notice of motion:- 


“That Cork County Council consider acquiring vacant sites purchased by developers 
and speculators that have been left undeveloped in the wake of the collapse of the 
property market and make better use of the land for the community’s benefit.”

The Manager advised that that this issue along with the implications of NAMA should be considered at a future Development Committee meeting.

COMMITTEE FOR GRITTING OF RURAL ROADS POLICY

15/1-2
Councillor P. O’Driscoll proposed, seconded by Councillor T. Lombard, the following notice of motion:-

“That a sub-committee be formed with representation from Council members (6 
Councillors & the Mayor) and Council staff to implement a new strategy on the 
salting and gritting of rural roads, estates and footpaths.  The role of the committee 
should include, but not be limited to, the following:
 


(i) Organisation of a meeting with representatives of the IFA and ICMSA to discuss 
the proposals from the IFA re. spreading of salt and/or grit on rural roads. 


(ii) Development of a pilot scheme to be rolled out in identified Estates and Rural 
areas to assess the effectiveness of the introduction of salt/grit bunkers.

 


If any new Bye-Laws need to be introduced to ensure a greater community 
involvement in the salting and/or gritting of roads, estates and footpaths, then the 
committee should task itself with the creation of these Bye-Laws.   


A timeline should be determined early in the process to ensure the 
efficient implementation of a new strategy.”

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· Greater role must be taken by communities;

· The current system is limited and needs to be expanded;

· This Committee should liaise with the County Development Board and revert back to full Council;

· Many regional and local roads were not treated during the time of the severe weather;

· Commended the staff who worked long hours;

· Some regional roads are as important as national roads;

· The Council should consider the use of sea sand for gritting roads;

· There is confusion about who takes charge of an emergency situation;

· Not everyone is living 5 minutes from a national route;

· Cannot accept that all national routes were salted on a daily basis;

· Concern was expressed that gritting was done independently in some areas, if this is to happen the type of grit should be pre-approved

As the time was now 1.15 pm an extension of time was agreed on the proposal of Councillor T. Lombard, seconded by Councillor M. Hegarty

The Manager said that in order to make early progress with the Committee, the Council must be sure of on what the Committee is to do and how long it will take.  He said the sooner the Committee is set up it can start considering the terms of reference.

The Manager said that the idea of putting responsibility on people to maintain the outside of their premises during freezing conditions is being considered nationally.

Cllr. O’Driscoll proposed that the Membership of the Committee be considered at the next Council Meeting.

SALT STOCK PILE

16/1-2

Councillor T. Barry proposed, seconded by Councillor M. Hegarty, the following notice of motion:-

“That this Council should request that the NRA and the relevant Government 
Departments put in place funding to stock pile salt, thereby ensuring that the country 
has a minimum of 4 weeks stock to prevent the country grinding to a halt once again 
under freezing conditions.”

Cllr. Barry stated that there is no guarantee that that the severe cold weather will not happen again and that Health & Safety is being used to oppose the introduction of new measures.

The Manager said Health & Safety is not being used to oppose changes.  He said the requirements are onerous and restrictive but are the law.  Responsibility to comply with Health and Safety requirements is an issue of which he is fully conscious all of the time and the policies are respected by the Council’s management.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

17/1-2

TO:
Richard O’Shea, Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal, Blarney, on winning the Young Scientist 
2010 and to his teacher Mr. Sean Foley.

TO:
Killian Carroll, Mallow, on winning the U-17 Single and U-17 Double “USHA” 
Junior Championship in Chicago.

TO:
Conor Buckley, West Cork Tourism, on winning the Cork Person of the Year Award. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

18/1-2

Opening of Tenders

The following tenders were opened at the meeting:-

· Remedial Works at 3 Allow Place, Freemount – 5 no.

· One number Class B water tender ladder – 2 no.
· R607, Rising Sun – Embankment Stabilisation 2009 – 3 no. 

Department of Transport Circular – Spending for Regional & Local Roads

The Manager advised Members that a Departmental Circular had been received regarding the interim spending for regional and local roads.  The circular states that up to 25% can be spent on discretionary road improvements and immediate repairs.  He said that he would report back to Members on a programme of works for 2010.

Committee to review Speed Limits

In response to Cllr. J. Gilroy, the Senior Executive Officer advised that a meeting of this Committee would take place in advance of the general review of Speed Limits which is about to commence.
This concluded the business of the meeting
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