Minutes of the February Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday, 1st February,

2010 at the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Mallow, Co. Cork.

Present:   Cllr. Dempsey (In Chair)

                Cllr. Fitzgerald

    Cllr. Griffin

                Cllr. Kennedy

                Cllr. Lucey
                Cllr. Mullally


    Cllr. O’Connor

                Cllr. O’Regan

                Cllr. Sheehan  

In Attendance:
Mr. Tom Stritch, Town Manager

Mr. Keith Jones, Town Engineer

Mr. Pat O’Connor, Town Clerk
1.   Minutes
(a) On the proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. Griffin the minutes of the January Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday, 4th January, 2010 at 7.00 p.m were confirmed and adopted.

        Matters Arising

        It was agreed to again write to Dairygold Ltd., to arrange a meeting in relation to 

        Casual Trading.

(b) On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. O’Regan the Minutes of the Budget Meeting held on Monday, 4th January, 2010 at 4.00 p.m were confirmed and adopted.

(c) On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzgerald seconded by Cllr. O’Connor the Minutes of the Pre-Budget Meeting held on Friday, 18th December, 2009 were confirmed and adopted.

(d) On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzgerald seconded by Cllr. O’Regan the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on Thursday, 14th January, 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

2.      Manager’s Orders

         The list of Managers Orders for the month of January were noted.
3.      Planning

          The list of Plannings for the month of January were noted.  Members welcomed 

          application ref. P.D. 55,004/10.

4.      Housing

   The Town Clerk reported as follows:
· the construction of the 7 house scheme at Woodview Drive is nearing 
      completion
· works on the pilot phase of the Sandfield Estate Refurbishment Project are due to commence in April and a total of 6 vacant units from the existing housing stock will be utilised for the temporary relocation of tenants affected by the Pilot Phase

The following matters were also considered:

· Identification of suitable locations for relocation of tenants during the works at Sandfield Estate

· Repairs to vacant houses

· Progress on design of housing project for St. Josephs Road and replacement of units at Willis Court

· The Manager stated that Phase 1 of the Gouldshill Housing Development – 40 Affordable and 16 Social Units was now completed

5.  Proposed Junction improvements at St. Joseph’s Road and Aldworth 
Heights, Mallow – Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.
Following consideration of the Managers Report it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. Sheehan to proceed with the development as proposed.
6.  Nomination of 2 Members to the Strategic Policy Committees of Cork 

County Council.
The Town Clerk advised that a total of 8 Strategic Policy Committees were being established in Cork County Council.
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Cllr. Dempsey on the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald and Cllr. Mullally on the proposal of Cllr. Kennedy seconded by Cllr. Sheehan were nominated to represent Mallow Town Council.
7.  Parking at Emmet Street
     The Town Engineer presented a report which included making alterations to the 

     parking controls on the Western side of the street and monitoring and enforcement 

     of the double yellow lines at the entrance to the estate.

8.  Town Engineers Report

      The contents of the Town Engineers report was welcomed.  The following matters 

       were considered:

· Grass Cutting Contract

· Flooding at Bells Cross

· Illegal parking at Waters Place

· Re-location of workshop and yard

· The Town Engineer stated that water leakage in the Band Room in the Town Hall will be investigated during the week

9.     Notices of Motion – Cllr. Lucey
        Cllr. Lucey proposed the following:

(a) “That an assessment take place in the lane between Forest View and  

        Gouldshill Graveyard with a view of it being cleared and cleaned up as 

        there has been recent reports of a rat infestation”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally and agreed.  The Town Engineer stated that Cork County Council planned to undertake the work within the next 2 months.

    (b) “That an investigation takes place at the residence of Mr. Tom O’Callaghan 

            of 7 Fair Street. Rain water is coming in his front door and he believes that 

            it is because of work that was done on the footpaths and affected the flow 

            of water”.

    This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Connor and agreed.  The Town Engineer 

    agreed to investigate the matter.

         (c)  “That this Council upgrade the road leading into St. Gobnaits Cemetery and            

                  that it is done so urgently”.

         This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally and agreed.  The Town Engineer 

         stated that Cork County Council planned to undertake the work on 2nd 

         February, 2010.

10.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. Sheehan
        Cllr. Sheehan proposed the following:

    (a) “That this Council would seek to organise an annual town cleaning event in 

            conjunction with community groups based in Mallow in the lead up to the 

            St. Patrick’s Day Festivities”.

    This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally.  It was agreed to discuss the matter 

    with the Tidy Towns Committee.

   (b) “That this Council would seek to rectify the ongoing sewerage problems at 

           Beecher Street”.

   This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  It was agreed that a meeting on 

   site with the Town Engineer be arranged.

(c) “That the Council would remain vigilant in the maintenance of road 

        markings in the town”.

    This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  The Town Engineer advised that a 

    review of signage and markings is underway.
11.  Notices of Motion – Cllr. O’Connor
   Cllr. O’Connor proposed the following:

(a) “That this Council should write to the Minister of the Environment (copy to 
        An Taisce and IBAL ) asking that Mallow be withdrawn from the IBAL 
        anti-litter competition until such time as a fair and reasonable adjustment 
        system be put in place which sets realistic targets for towns – a system 
        similar to the National Tidy Towns Competition”

    This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  Following discussion Cllr. 

    Mullally proposed that Mallow should remain in the Competition.  The result of 

    the poll taken in relation to the original motion was:




For

Against

5 3

(b) “That a Loading Bay be placed on O’Brien Street”

          This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey.  It was agreed to refer the matter 

           to meeting of the Traffic Sub-Committee.

(c) “That this Council immediately put in place a phased plan for the development of the Green area behind Connolly Avenue – the first phase to be implemented this April (monies for this have been set aside in the Town Estimates)”

        This motion was seconded by Cllr. Griffin.  The Town Engineer agreed to 

        arrange a clean up of the area in the near future.  The Manager requested 

        feedback on the requirements of the local residents ahead of the preparation of a 

        plan for the area.

12. Correspondence

(a) Received from the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs.  
      Members expressed dissatisfaction at the response of the Minister.  
      Correspondence from Ms. Valerie Murphy, Chief Executive Avondhu 
      Blackwater Partnership inviting members to attend an information evening on 

      15th February, 2010 was also considered.  Members decided not to attend the 

      the information evening and agreed to invite the Chief Executive to attend a 

      meeting of Council in order to address all the issues arising from the decision 

      of the Partnership in relation to the Mallow Office.

(b)  Received from the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs

was noted.
      (c)  Received from Local Authority Members Association was noted.
(d)  Received from Killarney Town Council was noted.  It was agreed to write to 

      Killarney Town Council in support of the motion.
      (e)  Received from Social Services Council was noted.
      (f)  Received from Colmcille Heritage Trust was noted.
      (g) Received from The Institute of Professional Training was noted.
      (h) Received from Mallow Sports and Leisure Council was noted.
      (i)  Received from AIB Bank was noted.  Cllr. O’Connor expressed 

           disappointment at the response of AIB primarily on the basis that the 

           information provided was not specific to Mallow.  It was agreed to request 

           clarity on the matter from the Financial Institution.
       (j) Received from Michael Jephson was noted.
13.  Any Other Business
· Noted that the AGM of Arts Alliance will take place on Wednesday, 3rd February, 2010.

· Cllr. Fitzgerald advised that the Minister for Transport had announced an allocation of €9m for the Cork-Limerick Motorway for 2010.

· It was agreed to investigate waste disposal arrangements at Fair Street/Elm Court entrance.

· Cllr. O’Connor advised that a Twinning Meeting was arranged for Monday, 15th February, 2010 at 4.30pm.

· The Town Engineer agreed to replace damaged bollard at Fair Street.

14.   Votes of Sympathy
         Mr. Martin Corcoran, Dooneen West, Millstreet on the death of his wife, 

         Kathleen.
         Mrs. Congress Murphy, Patricks Place, Mallow on the death of her husband, 

         Jim.

         Mrs. Eithne Singleton, Waters Place, Mallow on the death of her brother, Jim.

         Cllr. Seamus Coleman, Glanworth on the death of his father, Jerry.

         Mrs. Nora Buckley, Castlepark on the death of her son, Joseph.

         The Family of Cllr. Michael Courtney Killarney, on the death of Michael.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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