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1 Introduction    

In September 2008 WSP were appointed through a competitive process from Cork County Council to carry 
out the Mallow Traffic and Transportation Study. The particular context of this study is the Special Local 
Area Plan (SLAP) for Mallow, which was adopted in June 2007. The SLAP created the land use planning 
vision for the town and incorporates the development of, inter alia, major residential and employment land 
uses and, in particular, creates a vision for the development of the town centre. The future land use 
patterns for Mallow are identified on the SLAP zoning map that is reproduced in Appendix A of this report. 
The recommendations made are based on and supported by detailed traffic modelling studies of the 
relevant area. 

This study has also been carried out within the context of Mallow’s identification by the National Spatial 
Strategy (2002-2020) as one of nine strategically located medium sized ‘hub’ towns. As a hub town, 
Mallow’s role is to support the gateway city of Cork and to energise smaller towns and rural areas within its 
sphere of influence. 

The study objectives outlined in the study brief correspond with those of the Mallow SLAP, and were 
interpreted for the purpose of this study as follows: 

Initial Study Objectives: 

Improve road and street network to minimise journey times 

Maximise the benefits of the existing rail service  

Promote walking and cycling trips to the town centre 

Improve car parking and bus interchange facilities 

Facilitate through traffic using National Routes passing through the town 

Derive maximum benefit from M20 bypass 

The study also takes due cognisance of all relevant statutory planning documents including Mallow 
Development Plan 2004, draft Mallow Town Development Plan 2010-2016, Cork County Development 
Plan 2009-2015, Cork Area Strategic Plan (CASP) 2001-2020, CASP Update 2008 and the National 
Spatial Strategy 2002-2020.  
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The study area consists of the zoned land boundary defined in the SLAP and contains the town of Mallow 
and the surrounding hinterland. The study area is shown on the following maps: 

Map 1.1 Mallow Area 

Map 1.2 Mallow Town Centre 
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The study brief was set out in the project tender documentation and in summary the main issues to be 
addressed in the study are as follows:  

� Undertake a study of the road and street network in terms of existing and future traffic flows to 
determine  

– Link and junction capacities  

– Traffic management proposals to relieve congestion 

– Improvements in traffic safety for all road users 

– Improvements in distributor roads linking to the rural hinterland 

– The development of specific design improvements 

� Propose a Road and Street Hierarchy 

� Investigate the impact of the following key transport infrastructure projects: 

– Upgrading of the N20 

– Upgrading of St. Josephs Road 

– Extension of Park Road to link with the N20 and N72 

– New link road to Mallow General Hospital 

– Upgrading of Ballylough Junction on the N72 

– Provision of inner relief route around the town 

– Necessary links between improved N20 and Mallow SLAP Area 

� Determine specific traffic management design solutions at key locations and junctions (up to twenty no. 
junctions are to be included in the study). In particular, the following junctions are to be investigated 
(refer to Map 1.1): 

Junction No. Description 

1. Mallow Bridge Junction (north) 

2. Mallow Bridge Junction (south)  

3. Junction of Muddy Hill and O’Brien Street 

4. N72 Junction at Ballylough/Spa Road 

5. Ballydaheen/Old Cork Road Junction 

6. N20/N72 Roundabout 

7. Fair Street/New Road Junction 

8. Davis Street/N72 Roundabout 

� Consider and recommend improvements for pedestrians, cyclists and people with disabilities in 
particular in terms of: 

– Connectivity to the town centre and rail station 

– Safe access to schools and a reduction of dependency on car travel 

– Pedestrianisation in core retail areas 

– Provision of additional cycle facilities 

� Determine parking demand and develop a parking strategy for the town 

� Consider railway infrastructure development proposals, interface of rail line with public roads and 
improved access to the railway station  

� Review and recommend improvements to bus, coach and rail services with the aims of: 

– Introducing an integrated public transport system for bus and rail 

– Establishing a bus station/interchange facility to serve Mallow  
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� Develop a HGV Management Strategy for the town 

� Consult with taxi and hackney operators to identify a suitable taxi rank location 

� Develop a SATURN traffic model to assist in the assessment of all issues 

� Recommend infrastructure required to meet the transportation needs of new lands zoned in the Mallow 
SLAP.  
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The Government have recently adopted a new sustainable transport policy for Ireland, “Smarter Travel – A 
Sustainable Transport Future, A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009-2020”. One of the overarching 
goals of the policy is to take actions aimed at ensuring that alternatives to the car are more widely 
available, mainly through a radically improved public transport service and through investment in walking 
and cycling. The document contains a number of specific actions in relation to public transport provision, 
some of which are detailed within this report. 

Following the publication of Smarter Travel, the National Cycle Policy Framework, 2009-2020 was 
issued. This document states the importance of integrating public transport and cycling, to assist in 
creating a culture of cycling in Ireland. It outlines nineteen strategic objectives that incorporate planning, 
engineering, communication and education issues required to deliver the strategy. These objectives are 
underpinned by specific cycling policies. 

The Recommendations made in this report are in line with the Smarter Travel Policy and the National 
Cycle Policy Framework. 
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This report is a comprehensive traffic and transportation study for the Mallow Area; however a smaller 
scale traffic study was undertaken for Mallow Town by MHL & Associates in 2007. The Office of Public 
Works commissioned the Munster Blackwater River (Mallow) Drainage Scheme in 2004 which comprises a 
number of principal flood relief works, and Malachy Walsh and Partners carried out a preliminary study on 
improvements to Mallow Bridge in 2008.  This study takes due cognisance of these reports in terms of 
their findings and recommendations.  

The Mallow SLAP refers to the Mallow Urban Streetscape Scheme for the town’s main streets that will 
preserve the town’s built and archaeological heritage and promote the refurbishment of public spaces in 
particular in the town centre. The scheme incorporates the consideration of street paving, furniture, 
planting and signage. The transport study is intended to complement and inform the Urban Streetscape 
Scheme. Consideration was also given to the recommendations contained within the Mallow Town Centre 
Heritage-led Regeneration and Public Realm Strategy, commissioned by Mallow Town Council in 2008. 

With regard to the proposed upgrade of the N20 between Cork and Limerick to motorway standard, this 
study takes account of the M20 Constraints Study which was undertaken in July 2008, and the Emerging 
Preferred Route Corridor issued in October 2008. 

 

�:� ��7�;��<�.'�'0'3;�

The methodology to be applied in order to fulfil the requirements of the brief was set out in WSP’s tender 
submission. The key elements of the methodology are summarised below in Table 1.1. A significant 
number of Steering meetings were undertaken in the process of developing the recommendations 
presented in the Traffic and Transportation Study. The Steering Committee composed of representatives 
from Local Town and County Councils, the Mallow Hub Partnership, Bus Eireann, Iarnrod Eireann, the 
Cork National Road Design Office and An Garda Siochana provided valuable guidance from varying 
perspectives throughout the process. A large number of traffic surveys and a detailed traffic modelling 
analysis was undertaken which validates and underpins the recommendations made in the report. 

Table 1.1 Methodology for Mallow Traffic and Transportation Study 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 1: Existing Situation Report 

� Desktop Data Collection and Plan Review  

� Road and Street Network Surveys and Audits 

� Parking Beat and Habit Surveys 

� Traffic Surveys  

� School Access Surveys 

� Production of Existing Situation Report 

Stage 2: First Public Display and Consultation  

� Stakeholder Consultation 

� Preparation of Public Display Presentation – Initial Stage 

� Advertise and Facilitate Public Display – Initial Stage 

� Presentation to local Councillors 

� Production of Consultation Report 

Stage 3: Preparation of Draft Report 

� Preparation of Strategic Recommendations Report 

� Preparation of Traffic Modelling Report 

� Preparation of Phased and Costed Implementation Plan 

� Production of Draft Report 

� Presentation to local Councillors 

Stage 4: Draft Report Consultation 

� Preparation of Public Display Presentation – Draft Stage 

� Advertise and Facilitate Public Display – Draft Stage 

� Production of Manager’s Report 

Stage 5: Preparation of Final Report 

� Modifications to Traffic Modelling  

� Modifications to Study Recommendations 

� Modifications to Designs 

� Production of Final Report 

� Presentation to local Councillors 

� Project Handover 






