NORTH CORK
19 April 2010

County Manager
Cork North County Council
Annabella
Mallow                 

Co. Cork 
Rural Water Programme: Block Grant Allocations 2010

Dear Manager,

I am directed by Mr Michael Finneran, T.D. Minister for Housing and Local Services, to advise you of the Block Grant Allocations to Cork North County Council under the Rural Water Programme for 2010.

The focus of the Rural Water Programme in 2010 remains on addressing water quality problems in privately sourced group schemes and to this end schemes appearing on the Action Plan list should receive priority attention. Particular emphasis should continue to be placed on completion of any of these schemes cited in the ECJ list. 

A Total Block Grant Allocation of €1,720,000 has been made to your council for the various measures under the Rural Water Programme 2010.

This overall allocation is made up of the separate allocations outlined below under the different measures involved.

1. Design Build Operate (DBO) Bundled Projects: 

Capital funding for DBO projects is provided for the DB element of the contracts, associated enabling works (Adv DBO) and Approved Variation to DBs. The allocation for your council under this measure this year is:

(i) Design/ Build element 


 €        0

(ii) DBO enabling/advance works  

 €        0

(iii) Approved Variation to DB.s 



0
2. Interim Works: 

Allocations have been made to Local Authorities under this measure in respect of interim works carried out on ECJ cited group water supply schemes remaining in non-compliance with the Drinking Water Directive whilst they await the implementation of the permanent solution to their water quality problem. 

Funding has also been allocated for provision of measures (Chlorine Monitors/ Alarms) on ECJ cited schemes to safeguard all public and group water supplies against the risk of sporadic non-compliance. 

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

3. Connecting to the Public Main: 

An allocation under this measure is provided solely for eliminating water quality deficiencies in existing group water schemes serving more than 50 persons and where the agreed solution is to decommission the existing deficient private source and replace it with a connection to the council main. Grant aid rate is 85% of the cost subject to a maximum of €6,475.66 per house served. This measure does not cover new group water schemes receiving their source of supply from a council main. 

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

4. Takeover of Group Water Schemes:

Funding of up to 100% of cost is provided only where existing group scheme water quality is deficient and where the group in question serves more than 50 persons. Councils are asked to ensure that only necessary/critical upgrading works are undertaken and that costs associated with Takeover are kept at a reasonable level. 

In all cases works undertaken under this measure should be managed by the local authority (whether Contract or Direct Labour).  

This year’s allocation for your council is €900,000.

5. Upgrading Proposals:

Grant aid is provided under this measure towards general upgrading works on group schemes and should form part of a comprehensive proposal for the group water scheme upgrade. Priority focus should be on quality deficient group water schemes serving more than 50 persons. Large scale upgrading of group water schemes distribution networks, particularly in cases involved in DBO Bundled projects should only be undertaken subject to the preparation of a water audit for the entire scheme detailing usage/losses in network, the establishment of an active leakage control programme and the preparation of a water conservation plan setting out the economic and environmental justification for mains rehabilitation/replacement.  

This year’s allocation for your council is €150,000.
6. New Group Schemes:

Funding under this measure is provided for the construction of new schemes or the extension of existing group water schemes. These schemes should only be considered where the sourced water is being provided by a treated supply or via connection to local authority mains where all required water standards are being met. Extensions from existing group water schemes should conform with the conditions pertaining to new schemes and the drawdown of grant aid.

Funding from other measures under the Rural Water Programme should not be used to supplement financially non-viable new scheme proposals.
There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

7. Small Public Water and Sewerage Schemes:

Funding is provided solely for capital projects only. Under this measure, grants of 75% of cost, subject to a maximum cost of €1.0m, are payable on eligible schemes. Only capital works projects for the provision or upgrading of small water and sewerage schemes will be eligible for funding. Councils are asked to prioritise works that complement existing rural water measures such as the upgrading of small public schemes, which, in turn, supply group water schemes. Claims relating to expenditure incurred in the normal operation and maintenance of schemes will not be recouped. 
This year’s allocation for your council is €670,000. 

Local authorities that are advancing mains rehabilitation proposals for water conservation purposes under the Small Schemes Measure of the Rural Water Programme for 2010 and subsequent years must ensure compliance with the provisions of Circular L6/07 of 22 August 2007 - Water Conservation Project Procurement Guidelines, in particular the requirement to adopt a Rehabilitation Strategy in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Circular.   In essence, a Rehabilitation Strategy represents a detailed assessment by a local authority of its district meter areas in accordance with specified parameters to establish the order of priority of its DMAs for water conservation purposes.   The Department therefore expects that mains rehabilitation projects proposed by local authorities, whether under the Rural Water Programme or the Water Services Investment Programme for 2010 to 2012, are being advanced in accordance with a council's adopted Rehabilitation Strategy.   This approach ensures optimum value for money and establishes a satisfactory basis for a mains rehabilitation programme countywide.  
Approved Remedial Action List:

Approved allocations for 2008 and 2009 in respect of Small Public Water Schemes identified by the EPA as requiring remedial action were announced by the Department in 2008 and 2009. Works on these schemes should be completed without delay and the allocated funding claimed in accordance with Circular L6/08 and the approval letter. 

Recoupment of Block Grant Allocations:
All recoupment claims for Allocated Block Grant funding under the various measures will be on an Expenditure only basis.
Claims for recoupment should be submitted on an individual measure basis. 

Conditions for recoupment will, as before, be subject to properly certified claims, together with appropriate supporting documentation and will be conditional on submission of Project Completion Reports and up to date expenditure reports on the NDP / ERDF / IT system.

Expenditure incurred by councils on the Individual Well Grant Scheme and Subsidy towards the operational costs of group water schemes should be submitted for recoupment in the required format throughout the year.

A copy of this letter has been emailed to the Council’s Director of Services, Water Services Section and Rural Water Liaison Officer.   

Yours sincerely

______________________

Michael Clohessy, 

Assistant Principal Officer   

Water Services Section

Tel:  096 24422

SOUTH CORK

19 April 2010

County Manager
Cork South County Council
County Hall      
Carrigrohane Road      

Cork     
Rural Water Programme: Block Grant Allocations 2010

Dear Manager,

I am directed by Mr Michael Finneran, T.D. Minister for Housing and Local Services, to advise you of the Block Grant Allocations to Cork South County Council under the Rural Water Programme for 2010.

The focus of the Rural Water Programme in 2010 remains on addressing water quality problems in privately sourced group schemes and to this end schemes appearing on the Action Plan list should receive priority attention. Particular emphasis should continue to be placed on completion of any of these schemes cited in the ECJ list. 

A Total Block Grant Allocation of €740,000 has been made to your council for the various measures under the Rural Water Programme 2010.

This overall allocation is made up of the separate allocations outlined below under the different measures involved.

8. Design Build Operate (DBO) Bundled Projects: 

Capital funding for DBO projects is provided for the DB element of the contracts, associated enabling works (Adv DBO) and Approved Variation to DBs. The allocation for your council under this measure this year is:

(iv) Design/ Build element 


 €        0

(v) DBO enabling/advance works  

 €        0

(vi) Approved Variation to DB.s 



0
9. Interim Works: 

Allocations have been made to Local Authorities under this measure in respect of interim works carried out on ECJ cited group water supply schemes remaining in non-compliance with the Drinking Water Directive whilst they await the implementation of the permanent solution to their water quality problem. 

Funding has also been allocated for provision of measures (Chlorine Monitors/ Alarms) on ECJ cited schemes to safeguard all public and group water supplies against the risk of sporadic non-compliance. 

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

10. Connecting to the Public Main: 

An allocation under this measure is provided solely for eliminating water quality deficiencies in existing group water schemes serving more than 50 persons and where the agreed solution is to decommission the existing deficient private source and replace it with a connection to the council main. Grant aid rate is 85% of the cost subject to a maximum of €6,475.66 per house served. This measure does not cover new group water schemes receiving their source of supply from a council main. 

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

11. Takeover of Group Water Schemes:

Funding of up to 100% of cost is provided only where existing group scheme water quality is deficient and where the group in question serves more than 50 persons. Councils are asked to ensure that only necessary/critical upgrading works are undertaken and that costs associated with Takeover are kept at a reasonable level. 

In all cases works undertaken under this measure should be managed by the local authority (whether Contract or Direct Labour).  

This year’s allocation for your council is €120,000.
12. Upgrading Proposals:

Grant aid is provided under this measure towards general upgrading works on group schemes and should form part of a comprehensive proposal for the group water scheme upgrade. Priority focus should be on quality deficient group water schemes serving more than 50 persons. Large scale upgrading of group water schemes distribution networks, particularly in cases involved in DBO Bundled projects should only be undertaken subject to the preparation of a water audit for the entire scheme detailing usage/losses in network, the establishment of an active leakage control programme and the preparation of a water conservation plan setting out the economic and environmental justification for mains rehabilitation/replacement.  

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

13. New Group Schemes:

Funding under this measure is provided for the construction of new schemes or the extension of existing group water schemes. These schemes should only be considered where the sourced water is being provided by a treated supply or via connection to local authority mains where all required water standards are being met. Extensions from existing group water schemes should conform with the conditions pertaining to new schemes and the drawdown of grant aid.

Funding from other measures under the Rural Water Programme should not be used to supplement financially non-viable new scheme proposals.
There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

14. Small Public Water and Sewerage Schemes:

Funding is provided solely for capital projects only. Under this measure, grants of 75% of cost, subject to a maximum cost of €1.0m, are payable on eligible schemes. Only capital works projects for the provision or upgrading of small water and sewerage schemes will be eligible for funding. Councils are asked to prioritise works that complement existing rural water measures such as the upgrading of small public schemes, which, in turn, supply group water schemes. Claims relating to expenditure incurred in the normal operation and maintenance of schemes will not be recouped. 
This year’s allocation for your council is €620,000. 

Local authorities that are advancing mains rehabilitation proposals for water conservation purposes under the Small Schemes Measure of the Rural Water Programme for 2010 and subsequent years must ensure compliance with the provisions of Circular L6/07 of 22 August 2007 - Water Conservation Project Procurement Guidelines, in particular the requirement to adopt a Rehabilitation Strategy in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Circular.   In essence, a Rehabilitation Strategy represents a detailed assessment by a local authority of its district meter areas in accordance with specified parameters to establish the order of priority of its DMAs for water conservation purposes.   The Department therefore expects that mains rehabilitation projects proposed by local authorities, whether under the Rural Water Programme or the Water Services Investment Programme for 2010 to 2012, are being advanced in accordance with a council's adopted Rehabilitation Strategy.   This approach ensures optimum value for money and establishes a satisfactory basis for a mains rehabilitation programme countywide.  
Approved Remedial Action List:

Approved allocations for 2008 and 2009 in respect of Small Public Water Schemes identified by the EPA as requiring remedial action were announced by the Department in 2008 and 2009. Works on these schemes should be completed without delay and the allocated funding claimed in accordance with Circular L6/08 and the approval letter. 

Recoupment of Block Grant Allocations:
All recoupment claims for Allocated Block Grant funding under the various measures will be on an Expenditure only basis.
Claims for recoupment should be submitted on an individual measure basis. 

Conditions for recoupment will, as before, be subject to properly certified claims, together with appropriate supporting documentation and will be conditional on submission of Project Completion Reports and up to date expenditure reports on the NDP / ERDF / IT system.

Expenditure incurred by councils on the Individual Well Grant Scheme and Subsidy towards the operational costs of group water schemes should be submitted for recoupment in the required format throughout the year.

A copy of this letter has been emailed to the Council’s Director of Services, Water Services Section and Rural Water Liaison Officer.   

Yours sincerely

______________________

Michael Clohessy, 

Assistant Principal Officer   

Water Services Section

Tel:  096 24422

WEST CORK

19 April 2010

County Manager
Cork West County Council
Courthouse

Skiberreen             

Co. Cork 
Rural Water Programme: Block Grant Allocations 2010

Dear Manager,

I am directed by Mr Michael Finneran, T.D. Minister for Housing and Local Services, to advise you of the Block Grant Allocations to Cork West County Council under the Rural Water Programme for 2010.

The focus of the Rural Water Programme in 2010 remains on addressing water quality problems in privately sourced group schemes and to this end schemes appearing on the Action Plan list should receive priority attention. Particular emphasis should continue to be placed on completion of any of these schemes cited in the ECJ list. 

A Total Block Grant Allocation of €695,000 has been made to your council for the various measures under the Rural Water Programme 2010.

This overall allocation is made up of the separate allocations outlined below under the different measures involved.

15. Design Build Operate (DBO) Bundled Projects: 

Capital funding for DBO projects is provided for the DB element of the contracts, associated enabling works (Adv DBO) and Approved Variation to DBs. The allocation for your council under this measure this year is:

(vii) Design/ Build element 


 €       0

(viii) DBO enabling/advance works  

 €       0

(ix) Approved Variation to DB.s 


          0
16. Interim Works: 

Allocations have been made to Local Authorities under this measure in respect of interim works carried out on ECJ cited group water supply schemes remaining in non-compliance with the Drinking Water Directive whilst they await the implementation of the permanent solution to their water quality problem. 

Funding has also been allocated for provision of measures (Chlorine Monitors/ Alarms) on ECJ cited schemes to safeguard all public and group water supplies against the risk of sporadic non-compliance. 

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

17. Connecting to the Public Main: 

An allocation under this measure is provided solely for eliminating water quality deficiencies in existing group water schemes serving more than 50 persons and where the agreed solution is to decommission the existing deficient private source and replace it with a connection to the council main. Grant aid rate is 85% of the cost subject to a maximum of €6,475.66 per house served. This measure does not cover new group water schemes receiving their source of supply from a council main. 

There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

18. Takeover of Group Water Schemes:

Funding of up to 100% of cost is provided only where existing group scheme water quality is deficient and where the group in question serves more than 50 persons. Councils are asked to ensure that only necessary/critical upgrading works are undertaken and that costs associated with Takeover are kept at a reasonable level. 

In all cases works undertaken under this measure should be managed by the local authority (whether Contract or Direct Labour).  

This year’s allocation for your council is €250,000.

19. Upgrading Proposals:

Grant aid is provided under this measure towards general upgrading works on group schemes and should form part of a comprehensive proposal for the group water scheme upgrade. Priority focus should be on quality deficient group water schemes serving more than 50 persons. Large scale upgrading of group water schemes distribution networks, particularly in cases involved in DBO Bundled projects should only be undertaken subject to the preparation of a water audit for the entire scheme detailing usage/losses in network, the establishment of an active leakage control programme and the preparation of a water conservation plan setting out the economic and environmental justification for mains rehabilitation/replacement.  

This year’s allocation for your council is €25,000.
20. New Group Schemes:

Funding under this measure is provided for the construction of new schemes or the extension of existing group water schemes. These schemes should only be considered where the sourced water is being provided by a treated supply or via connection to local authority mains where all required water standards are being met. Extensions from existing group water schemes should conform with the conditions pertaining to new schemes and the drawdown of grant aid.

Funding from other measures under the Rural Water Programme should not be used to supplement financially non-viable new scheme proposals.
There is no allocation for your council under this heading this year. 

21. Small Public Water and Sewerage Schemes:

Funding is provided solely for capital projects only. Under this measure, grants of 75% of cost, subject to a maximum cost of €1.0m, are payable on eligible schemes. Only capital works projects for the provision or upgrading of small water and sewerage schemes will be eligible for funding. Councils are asked to prioritise works that complement existing rural water measures such as the upgrading of small public schemes, which, in turn, supply group water schemes. Claims relating to expenditure incurred in the normal operation and maintenance of schemes will not be recouped. 
This year’s allocation for your council is €420,000. 

 Local authorities that are advancing mains rehabilitation proposals for water conservation purposes under the Small Schemes Measure of the Rural Water Programme for 2010 and subsequent years must ensure compliance with the provisions of Circular L6/07 of 22 August 2007 - Water Conservation Project Procurement Guidelines, in particular the requirement to adopt a Rehabilitation Strategy in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Circular.   In essence, a Rehabilitation Strategy represents a detailed assessment by a local authority of its district meter areas in accordance with specified parameters to establish the order of priority of its DMAs for water conservation purposes.   The Department therefore expects that mains rehabilitation projects proposed by local authorities, whether under the Rural Water Programme or the Water Services Investment Programme for 2010 to 2012, are being advanced in accordance with a council's adopted Rehabilitation Strategy.   This approach ensures optimum value for money and establishes a satisfactory basis for a mains rehabilitation programme countywide.  
Approved Remedial Action List:

Approved allocations for 2008 and 2009 in respect of Small Public Water Schemes identified by the EPA as requiring remedial action were announced by the Department in 2008 and 2009. Works on these schemes should be completed without delay and the allocated funding claimed in accordance with Circular L6/08 and the approval letter. 

Recoupment of Block Grant Allocations:
All recoupment claims for Allocated Block Grant funding under the various measures will be on an Expenditure only basis.
Claims for recoupment should be submitted on an individual measure basis. 

Conditions for recoupment will, as before, be subject to properly certified claims, together with appropriate supporting documentation and will be conditional on submission of Project Completion Reports and up to date expenditure reports on the NDP / ERDF / IT system.

Expenditure incurred by councils on the Individual Well Grant Scheme and Subsidy towards the operational costs of group water schemes should be submitted for recoupment in the required format throughout the year.

A copy of this letter has been emailed to the Council’s Director of Services, Water Services Section and Rural Water Liaison Officer.   

Yours sincerely

______________________

Michael Clohessy, 

Assistant Principal Officer   

Water Services Section

Tel:  096 24422

