Minutes of the April Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday, 6th April, 2009 at 7.00pm at the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Mallow.

Present:

Cllr. Kennedy (In Chair)

Cllr. Fitzgerald

Cllr. Mullally




Cllr. O’Callaghan




Cllr. O’Connor

Cllr. O’Regan




Cllr. Tierney




Cllr. Willis

Apology received from Cllr. Dempsey.
In Attendance:

Mr. Tom Stritch, Town Manager




Mr. Keith Jones, Town Engineer

Mr. Pat O’Connor, Town Clerk
1.   Minutes 

(a) On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzgerald seconded by Cllr. O’Connor the minutes of the March Monthly Meeting of Council were confirmed and adopted.

Matters Arising

It was agreed to amend the Minutes to record that the estimated cost of the St. Josephs Road housing project was €25m.

(b) On the proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan the minutes of the Traffic Sub-Committee Meeting held on Monday, 9th March, 2009 were confirmed and adopted. 

2.   Managers Orders

The list of Managers Orders for the month of March was noted.
3.   Planning

       The list of planning applications for the month of March was noted.  Members 

       expressed concerns with regard to recent decisions on Planning Applications in 
       the Town.

       A discussion took place on the role of the Senior Executive Planner recently 

       assigned to the Town.  It was agreed that the Planner would meet with the 

       Members in the near future.

4.
4.    Housing

         The Town Clerk reported as follows:

· The Housing Scheme at Woodview Drive is progressing satisfactorily.  It was intended to dispose of surplus lands to the rear of the development subject to approval of Council.
· The Planned Maintenance Works at Canon Corbett Place are now completed.  The Council and Contractor were congratulated on the success of the project.

· It was agreed to include an additional 5 units in the proposed Pilot Phase for the refurbishment works at Sandfield Estate.  A total of 32 units are now included in this Phase.  Individual Agreements are required to be in place ahead of commencement of the tender process for the Scheme.
· An update on vacant houses was also provided

        The following matters were also considered:

· Cost of infill work at Woodview Drive

· Re-opening of Playground at Woodview Drive

5.    Review of Standing Orders
       A discussion took place on the number of Notices of Motion a Member was 

       entitled to include on the Agenda for the Monthly Meeting on the occasion when 

       items are brought forward from the previous month.  No decision was taken on 

       the matter.

5. Disposal of Land (Statutory Notice Circulated)
       It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. O’Connor to 
       dispose of lands adjacent to No. 34 Forest View, Mallow details of which were 

       circulated to each Member on 24th March, 2009 pursuant to Section 183 of the 

       Local Government Act, 2001.
5. Town Engineers Report

        The contents of the Town Engineers Report were welcomed.  The following 

        matters were also considered:

· Noted that grass cutting contractor will commence works in the current week

· A clean up of Connolly Avenue Playground will be arranged.  The Town Engineer advised that the public lighting in the area will be upgraded

· Replacement of tress at Summerhill opposite entrance to Aldi Stores

· The Part 8 Planning Process in relation to the new Council stores and yard will commence within the next month

5.
       The Town Clerk advised that a briefing on the Transportation Study and the 

       Heritage Study will be arranged for Tuesday, 5th May, 2009.

8.     Notices of Motion – Cllr. Mullally (deferred from March Meeting)
        Cllr. Mullally proposed the following:

(a) “That this Council present a report on the number of fines paid and not paid 

         for drinking in public places in the town of Mallow”.

       This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  The Town Clerk provided the 

       information and concern was expressed that no prosecutions had been taken to 

       date.

        (c) “That the Manager report on the number of people

                i)  seeking Local Authority Housing

                ii) the number of people waiting to be assessed by the Housing Officer and 

                    the length of time they have been waiting assessment”.

        This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan.   The Town Clerk provided 

        the information.
9.    Notices of Motion – Cllr. Mullally

       Cllr. Mullally proposed the following:

(a) “That this Council receive a Deputation of Mallow Traders to the next  

        meeting of the Traffic Sub-Committee”.

       This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan and agreed.

10.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. O’Regan

         Cllr. O’Regan proposed the following:

(a) “That the Executive of Mallow Town Council explain to the Chamber and 
        to the people of Mallow the effect the loss of €25 m Approved Funding         
            towards Social and Affordable Housing will have on our housing list and 

            also explain how €3.6m and the cost of land purchased in St. Josephs Road 

            will be paid back”.

     This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan.  The Town Manager outlined 

     the implications of the decision with regard to the loan arrangements with the 

     Housing Finance Agency and the future development of the lands.  He also 

     stated that it was intended to proceed with the land acquisition necessary to 

     improve the junction with St. Josephs Road and to commence the Part 8 

     Planning Process.  
6.
     It was stated that an opportunity was now available to 

     increase the number of Social Units in a revised layout for the lands.

     (b)“That the Executive of Mallow Town Council explain the loss of Plumbers 

                  to our Local Authority area”.

          This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally.  The Town Manager outlined the 

          Policy in relation to non-replacement of staff and acknowledged the serious 

          implications in relation to water supply.

        On the proposal of Cllr. Mullally seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan it was    

        agreed to extend the time in order to allow for the completion of the   

        business of the meeting.
11. Notices of Motion – Cllr. Fitzgerald

         Cllr. Fitzgerald proposed the following:

(a) “That a letter be sent from this Council to the Department of the 

Environment requesting that all urban ratepayers be given the franchise to 

        vote in Town Council Elections even though they do not reside in their 

        business premises”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan and agreed.  Cllr. O’Connor opposed the motion.
(b) “That bollards be placed on the footpath in the vicinity of 23 Fair Street 

West to protect if from being damaged by heavy vehicles”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally.  The Town Engineer agreed to investigate the matter.

(c) “In view of the present economical climate and the fact that many shops on   

Main Street, Mallow are being vacated, I am suggesting that any new 

       businesses opening up should be give a rates concession i.e. 33% 1st Year, 

       66% 2nd Year and 100% for 3rd Year”.

          This motion was seconded by Cllr. Willis.  The Town Clerk advised the   

          Council had powers to adopt a Scheme which provided for a rebate or part of 
          all of Rate liability for certain users.  It was a requirement that any Scheme is 

          approved by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  

          It was noted that a Scheme submitted to the Minister by Cobh Town Council 

          was not approved on the basis of being Anti-Competitive.
7.
12.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. O’Connor

        Cllr. O’Connor proposed the following:
(a) “That an indication of when the commencement of the construction of the 

        Boardwalk on Mallow Bridge will begin and that this Council might 

        consider the possibility of putting a “roundabout” at the junction adjacent to 

        this bridge where the flood relief wall is built”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan and agreed.

(b) “That Mallow Town Council, in conjunction with Cork County Council, 

        carry out an examination of the sewerage scheme pipes in Blackrock Park 

        with a view to having these repaired or replaced if they are found to be not 

        up to standard – some residents have had to take remedial action on this      

        issue themselves”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  The Town Engineer agreed to investigate the matter.

(c) “In the light of the possible publication of the Wrixon (Jeremiah) Report on 

       hospital services in Cork and Kerry that this Council re-affirms its support 

       for the continuation of full “General Hospital Services” at Mallow General 

       Hospital”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  It was agreed to write to the Minister for Health on the matter.

13.    Correspondence

        a) Received from Tanaiste and Office of the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & 

            Employment was marked read
        b) Received from Sean Sherlock TD. was marked read
        c) Received from Ms. Margaret Walsh, Mallow Handball Club

            was marked read
        d) Received from Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland

             was marked read
        e) Received from Killarney Town Council was marked read
        f)  Received from Joan O’Connor, Secretary, Social Services Council was 

             marked read
        g)  Received from Sherkin Island Marine Station was marked read
        h)  Received from  Third Sector Forum was marked read
        i)   Received from Taxi Regulator was marked read
8.
14.   Any Other Business
        The following matters were considered:
· Clean up laneway Davis Terrace/Geraldville

· Obstruction of disabled parking space at St. Marys Church

· Implications of overtime ban on hanging basket

· Unapproved signage arising from Flood Works

This concluded the business of the Meeting.

______________________


____________________
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DATE:
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