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COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHORCAÍ
_____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Proceedings at Meeting of Cork County Council held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Cork on 12th July, 2010. 
I LATHAIR



Comhairleoir D. Ó Cainte, Méara Chontae



Comhairleoiri Ó Colmáin, C. Ó Murchú, Uí Nia, Uí hEigeartaigh, D. Ó Síochain, Mac Giolla Rua, Ó Ceallaigh, Ó Burtúin, Pleaminn, Mac Craith, Ní Fhúarthain, Lombard, Ni Dheasmhumhnaigh, S. O Coileán, Ó Baoighil, C. Ó Caoimh, Ó Drisceoil, MacCárthaigh, Ó Floinn, T. Ó Coileán, G. Ó Murchú, Ó Buachalla, Ó Donnagáin, Críod, Ó Cochláin, MacGearailt, R. Ó Síocháin, Ó Sé, N. Ó Conchubar, De Barra, Ó hEigeartaigh, N. Ó Coileán, Uí Mhuirí, MacGiolla Faoi Lean, S. Ó Conchubar, Ó Dálaigh, Ó Muirthile, Ó Laochra, S. Ó Suilleabháin, Ó hEalaithe, C. Ó Suilleabháin.                                     

PRESENT


Councillor D. Canty, County Mayor presided.

Councillors Coleman, K. Murphy, Neville, Hegarty, D. Sheehan, Gilroy, Kelly, Burton, Fleming, McGrath, Forde, Lombard, Desmond, J. Collins, Boyle, K. O’Keeffe, O’Driscoll, McCarthy, O’Flynn, T. Collins, G. Murphy, Buckley, Donegan, Creed, Coughlan, Fitzgerald, R. Sheehan, O’Shea, N. O’Connor, Barry, Hegarty, N. Collins, Murray, McLellan, S. O’Connor, Daly, Hurley, Leahy, J. O’Sullivan, Healy, C. O’Sullivan.    

County Manager, County Engineer, Senior Executive Officer
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

1/7-1



Proposed by Councillor V. Neville



Seconded by Councillor K. O’Keeffe

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on 25th June, 2010, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

2/7-1



Proposed by Councillor V. Neville



Seconded by Councillor K. O’Keeffe

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of meeting of the Council held on 28th June, 2010, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

3/7-1

TO:
Mary Murphy, Corporate Affairs Department, on the death of her cousin, Shirley 
McConnon.

TO:
The husband and family of the late Geraldine Brohan, former employee of the 
Personnel Department.  
Statutory Business:

DISPOSAL OF UNIT 3 MITCHELSTOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, COOLNANAVE, MITCHELSTOWN

4(a)/7-1



Proposed by Councillor D. Canty



Seconded by Councillor M. Hegarty

DISPOSAL OF 120 ASHMOUNT COURT, MAYFIELD, CO. CORK. 

4(b)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 62 DROIMNEACH, BWEENG, MALLOW, CO. CORK. 

4(c)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 24 RADHARC NA CROISE, CAMDEN ROAD, CROSSHAVEN, CO. CORK. 

4(d)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 56 CASTLEOAKS, BANDON, CO. CORK. 

4(e)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 49 TUAIRIN GLAS, GREENFIELDS, BALLINCOLLIG, CO. CORK. 

4(f)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 1 CUIRT CHAISLEAN AN OIR, CASTLETREASURE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK. 

4(g)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 23 CUIRT CHAISLEAN AN OIR, CASTLETREASURE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK. 

4(h)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 39 CUIRT CHAISLEAN AN OIR, CASTLETREASURE, DOUGLAS CO. CORK. 

4(i)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 2 CUIRT CHAISLEAN AN OIR, CASTLETREASURE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK. 

4(j)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 21 CUIRT CHAISLEAN AN OIR, CASTLETREASURE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK. 

4(k)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 17 HERMITAGE GROVE, COBH, CO. CORK. 

4(l)/7-1

DISPOSAL OF 23 SUMMERFIELDS, COBH, CO. CORK. 

4(m)/7-1

Corporate Policy Group:

CONFERENCE LIST FOR JULY, 2010 

5(a)/7-1



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor D. Canty

RESOLVED:



“That the Conference List for July, 2010, be hereby approved.”

OPENING OF TENDERS DURING AUGUST 

5(b)/7-1



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor D. Canty

RESOLVED:


“That during the month of August, tenders normally opened at Full Council 

Meetings, will be opened in the presence of the Mayor and the Senior 


Executive Officer, Corporate Community & Economic Development.  


Tenders normally opened at Divisional Meetings will be opened in the 


presence of the Divisional Manager and Divisional Chair.”

Carrigaline Area Committee:

REPORT UNDER SECTION 179 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000:

6/7-1



Proposed by Councillor J. Collins 



Seconded by Councillor M. Hegarty 

RESOLVED:

“Noting that in accordance with Article 179 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, notice of the proposed development was published, that 9 no. submissions were received in respect of the proposal, approval pursuant to Article 179 of the said Act is given for the following:-

Construction of proposed Trash Screen and Culvert on Ballybrack 
Stream, Douglas, Co. Cork. 

Notices of Motion:-

PROTECTION OF NATIONAL MONUMENT “THE LIOS”

7/7-1

Councillor P. Desmond proposed, seconded by Councillor S. McGrath, the following notice of motion:-

“That this Council financially support the efforts of local residents of Dun an Oir, 
Carrigaline, working in association with the Heritage Office, to raise funds to clean, 
protect and safeguard, “The Lios”, a national monument in Council ownership 
presently the subject to ongoing vandalism/anti-social behaviour.”

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-
· The site is a National Monument within a Council Housing Estate;
· Local Residents have explored every avenue seeking financial assistance;
· The area is the focus for significant anti-social behaviour;
· The residents are anxious to protect the site from vandalism;
· The Council should provide financial assistance for a clean up of the site;
· Residents are agreeable to maintain the monument in the future once it has been cleaned up.
The Manager said that the motion was one that would not normally be considered by Full Council but there are unusual aspects attached to it.  He said a small spend is required and that he was prepared to make a once off contribution available provided the residents take on the future maintenance and management of the area.  He said he wanted it made clear that he was not committing to an annual contribution and that he would liaise with Area Engineer and Heritage Unit regarding a one off payment. 

Councillor P. Desmond thanked the Manager for his comments and said that it is fully understood that this would be a once-off contribution.

REBATE TO RATEPAYERS AFFECTED BY FLOODING

8/7-1

Councillor V. Neville proposed, seconded by Councillor K. Murphy, the following notice of motion:-


“To ask the Manager to confirm that any ratepayer who was unable to occupy their 
property due to the flooding of the County in November/ December, 2009, will be 
entitled to a rate rebate at the end of the year 2009 and 2010 for those unoccupied 
dates specific to the flooding and what specific information will be required to 
process that rebate.”

Members noted the report from the Head of Finance, which outlined as follows:-

Under Rating law there is no specific entitlement to a rebate or refund of Rate in respect of a premises which is occupied at the date of making of the Rate for that particular year.

The making of a refund of Rate is governed by Section 14 of the Local Government Act, 1946 and is subject to the following criteria being met;

· The hereditament must be unoccupied at the date of the making of the Rate.

· Rate for year must be paid in full by the Owner.

Subject to the above, the owner can claim refund if the hereditament is unoccupied either for the purpose of the execution of additions, alterations or repairs or because the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a tenant therefore, at a reasonable rent.

The above is the legal position with regard to Rate refunds or rebates. In practice in specific cases where flooding has directly resulted in the closure of a premises for a period to facilitate necessary repairs, the Council would consider each individual case made by a ratepayer on its merits. 

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· Ratepayers are seeking clarity before they pay the 2nd moiety due for 2010;

· A number of premises were completely destroyed in the flooding and some have been vacant for six months;

· A rebate would be of immense benefit to the businesses affected;

· The Council should have a method of writing off rates on premises that have been vacant for a few months;

· Businesses affected will have difficulty insuring their properties in the future;

· Called on the Valuation Office to revalue the properties that were damaged and those who have written evidence that they have difficulty getting insurance;

· Concern that agri businesses are being targeted for rates by the Council.
The Manager said that this is a serious motion and he is mindful of the impact the flooding has had on businesses.  He said the legal position with regard to refund of rates is very prescribed and the premises must be unoccupied on the day of making the rate which was in March this year.

The Manager said that the law does not allow the Council to come up with another scheme to give a rebate. It would be inappropriate to deal with them as a group. He said that the rates staff are dealing with particular cases as they arise.  He said that the Council will be mindful of rates due for that period but that it must operate within the law.  

The Manager stated that a rebate may not apply to this situation but that the Council could consider writing off the rates at the end of the year as uncollectable.  He said that the Council will do its best to respond to a particular situation which may not occur again in the future.

In reference to agri businesses, the Manager said that the Council is not targeting any sector in particular, and that there is no major drive to list properties for valuation other than the normal business of keeping the rates base up to date.

Councillor V. Neville said that she noted the distinction made between a rebate and uncollectable.  She would advise the businesses concerned to make their applications now to the Rates Department before the second moiety is due.

DRUG TREATMENT AND EDUCATION PROGRAMMES

9/7-1



Proposed by Councillor N. Collins



Seconded by Councillor D. Sheehan

RESOLVED:


That a County by County Programme of Drug Treatment and Education Programmes 
be established and that appropriate funding is made available in the next National 
Budget, and this Council request the Ministers for Education, Health and Finance 
accordingly.”

FUNDING TO COBH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

10/7-1

In the absence of Councillor J. Muvihill, it was agreed to defer consideration of the following notice of motion to the next Council Meeting:-

“That Cork County Council calls on the Minister for Health to reverse her decision to 
reduce funding to Cobh Community Hospital.”

CONNECTION TO TIER 1 TRANSATLANTIC LINE

11/7-1

In the absence of Councillor N. Harrington, it was agreed to defer consideration of the following notice of motion to the next Council Meeting:-

“That this Council would initiate a process that would allow Cork County to connect 
to the Tier 1 Transatlantic line that lies just off the Cork Coast. That the Council 
would write to the Dept of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources to get the 
Government policy on connecting Ireland to Tier 1 Broadband.”
PROPOSALS FOR CLOSURE OF AMBULANCE BASES

12/7-1



Proposed by Councillor N. McCarthy



Seconded by Councillor B. Leahy

RESOLVED:


“That Cork County Council writes to the HSE South seeking the withdrawal of the 
proposals to close a substantial number of ambulance bases throughout the entire 
county for the period 8am to 8pm from October 1st 2010.”
Members voiced their concerns that there would be a reduced service in peripheral areas as a result of this proposal and that the distances to be travelled in some parts of the County must be taken into account. 

DOWNGRADING OF MALLOW GENERAL HOSPITAL SERVICES

13/7-1



Proposed by Councillor N. O’Connor



Seconded by Councillor T. Collins

RESOLVED:


“That this Council objects to any further downgrading of the services provided in 
Mallow General Hospital.”

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

14/7-1

TO:
The Manager and staff for the taking over of Spike Island.  Councillor D. Canty 
expressed his disappointment at the non-attendance of Minister Michéal Martin at the 
event.

TO:
Martin Coppinger on winning the All Ireland Bowling Championship.

TO:
John Sexton, Courtmacsherry, on winning the George Russell Award for his lifetime 
service to the Co-Operative movement.

TO:
Cork Minor Football Team on their success at winning the Munster Football 
Championship.
Members paid tribute to Cllr. Ronan Sheehan’s son, Kevin, who 
is a 
member of the Team.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

15/7-1

Opening of Tenders

The following tenders were opened at the meeting:-

· Salt spreaders – 3 no. 

· Snowploughs – 3 no.

· Kilcoran Group Water Scheme – Upgrade – 22 no. 
· Curraglass Group Water Scheme – 1 no. 
· Bantry Waste Water Treatment Plant, Short term O&M contract – 3 no. 

· Bantry Waste Water Treatment Plant, Long term O&M contract – 6 no. 
· Valuation & Agronomy Services - 
Dredging of Bandon River

Councillor V. Neville made reference to the Bandon River and said that if flooding happens again it will destroy the town unless the river is cleaned and dredged. She said that the OPW have already provided the funding and queried if the Council is now in a position to carry out the work to have the river cleaned properly.

The Manager said that the Flood Relief Scheme is a very important one for Bandon and that the Council is in the process of procuring its design.  An Early Warning System was put in place and this should help if there is any flooding in the future.  He said he is aware that people need reassurance.  

The Manager stated that the County Engineer has done everything he can to try and alleviate local concerns.  He said there is an issue with the Fisheries Board but that the Council has complied with all their requirements and will continue to work with them.

The Manager said that it is important that all agencies would stay on line with this and be mindful that there is €9.6m to be spent.  He said the Scheme will take 3 years to complete.  

Sea Lettuce Task Force Report 

Councillor V. Neville said that it was frustrating to see reference of the report of the Sea Lettuce Task Force in the media, in particular when Members were asked at a recent Development Committee meeting not to disclose its findings.

The Manager said that he requested Members to keep the report confidential at the request of Department Officials and was frustrated and disappointed by the media reports. He said that he had received no official correspondence from the Department of the Environment with regard to the Sea Lettuce issue.

This concluded the business of the meeting
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