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COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHORCAÍ
_____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Proceedings at Meeting of Cork County Council held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Cork on 24th May, 2010. 
I LATHAIR



Comhairleoir D. Ó Cainte, Méara Chontae



Comhairleoiri Ó Colmáin, C. Ó Murchú, Uí Nia, Uí hEigeartaigh, D. Ó Síochain, P.G. Ó Murchú, Ó hArrachtáin, Mac Giolla Rua, Ó Ceallaigh, Ó Burtúin, Pleaminn, Mac Craith, Ní Fhúarthain, Lombard, Ni Dheasmhumhnaigh, Ó Baoighil, C. Ó Caoimh, Ó Drisceoil, MacCárthaigh, Ó Floinn, T. Ó Coileán, G. Ó Murchú, Ó Buachalla, Ó Donnagáin, Críod, Ó Cochláin, Ó Muimhneacháin, MacGearailt, R. Ó Síocháin, Ó Sé, N. Ó Conchubar, De Barra, Ó hEigeartaigh, Ó Maoilmhichill N. Ó Coileán, Uí Mhuirí, MacGiolla Faoi Lean, S. Ó Conchubar, Ó Dálaigh, Ó Muirthile, S. Ó Suilleabháin, Ó hEalaithe, Ó Ruairc, C. Ó Suilleabháin.                                     

PRESENT


Councillor D. Canty, County Mayor presided.

Councillors Coleman, K. Murphy, Neville, Hegarty, D. Sheehan, P.G. Murphy, Harrington, Gilroy, Kelly, Burton, Fleming, McGrath, Forde, Lombard, Desmond, Boyle, K. O’Keeffe, O’Driscoll, McCarthy, O’Flynn, T. Collins, G. Murphy, Buckley, Donegan, Creed, Coughlan, Moynihan, Fitzgerald, R. Sheehan, O’Shea, N. O’Connor, Barry, Hegarty, Mulvihill, N. Collins, Murray, McLellan, S. O’Connor, Daly, Hurley, J. O’Sullivan, Healy, O’Rourke, C. O’Sullivan.    

County Manager, County Engineer, Senior Executive Officer, Director of Service

(Forward Planning & Strategic Development), Senior Planner, Conservation Officer
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

1/5-2



Proposed by Councillor N. Harrington



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of meeting of the Council held on 10th May, 2010, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

2/5-2

TO:
Fr. T. Bluett, Mallow Parish Church, on the death of Rev. Declan Hennessy, PP.

TO:
The family of the late John Kelly, Dunmanway, former employee of the Council.

Statutory Business:

DISPOSAL OF LAND AT ARDMANAGH, SCHULL, CO. CORK.

3(a)/5-2



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy

DISPOSAL OF 16 MEADOW AVENUE, HOLLYHILL, CO. CORK.

3(b)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 2 EAST AVENUE, LIOS RUA, BALLYVOLANE, CO. CORK.

3(c)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 11 THE DRIVE, INIS ALAINN, COBH, CO. CORK.

3(d)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 44 THE COURT, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, PASSAGE WEST, CO. CORK.

3(e)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 3 CLUAIN CAIRN, CARRIGTWOHILL, CO. CORK.

3(f)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 74 THE AVENUE, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, HOLLYHILL, CO. CORK.

3(g)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 9 AN FAILL, CUL ARD, CARRIGTWOHILL, CO. CORK.

3(h)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 43 THE COURT, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, PASSAGE WEST, CO. CORK.

3(i)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 25 ROS NA COILLE, CASTLEREDMOND, MIDLETON, CO. CORK.

3(j)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 117 ASHMOUNT COURT, MAYFIELD, CO. CORK.

3(k)/5-2
DISPOSAL OF LAND AT FISHERMAN’S ROW, BALTIMORE, CO. CORK.

3(l)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 55 CLUAIN CAIRN, CARRIGTWOHILL, CO. CORK.

3(m)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 1 PAIRC NA NEAN, RATHCORMAC, CO. CORK.

3(n)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 97 LESLIES ARCH, OLD QUARTER, BALLINCOLLIG, CO. CORK.

3(o)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 8 THE AVENUE, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, PASSAGE WEST, CO. CORK.

3(p)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 19 FAIRFIELD RISE, MILLSTREET, CO. CORK.

3(q)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 94 THE OAKS, MARYBOROUGH RIDGE, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK.

3(r)/5-2

DISPOSAL OF 14 AN FAILL, CUL ARD, CARRIGTWOHILL, CO. CORK.

3(s)/5-2

AMENDMENT TO DISPOSAL OF LAND AT 76 RAVENSDALE, HERONS WOOD, CARRIGALINE, CO. CORK.

3(t)/5-2

AMENDMENT TO DISPOSAL OF LAND AT 77 THE AVENUE, HARBOUR HEIGHTS, PASSAGE WEST, CO. CORK.

3(u)/5-2

NOMINATION OF DIRECTOR TO CARRIGNAFOY LEISURE LTD.

4/5-2

It was agreed that consideration of this item be deferred to the next Council Meeting.

Planning and Development Act, 2000:

CONSIDERATION OF MANAGER’S REPORT TO MEMBERS ON SUBMISSIONS TO THE DRAFT CORK AIRPORT SPECIAL LOCAL AREA PLAN

5/5-2

Mr. G. O’Mahony, Head of Forward Planning & Strategic Development, updated Members on the Draft Special Local Area Plan for Cork Airport.    He advised that the Draft Plan was published on 1st February, 2010 and that the period for submissions was from 1st February to 15th March.  The Manager’s report on the Submissions received was circulated to Members on 26th April 2010 and the Draft Changes Document was published.

Mr. O’Mahony advised the Members that following a request from the Carrigaline Area Committee to discuss the proposed changes, a special meeting was held on 20th May 2010.  At that meeting Members agreed to include new text regarding the future role of lands in the south east quadrant or other areas within the surrounding hinterland of the airport. The revised text was circulated to the Members.

He informed Members that the proposed changes, agreed at the meeting, would be subject to a further period of public consultation after which the Manager will again report to Members on any submissions made. Members were also advised that a consequential variation to the County Development Plan 2009, would be required, in relation to certain mapping changes.  

Members welcomed the progression of the plan which sets out the future needs of the airport and complimented the Planning Policy Unit on the process which was followed, they expressed their support for the publication of the proposed amendment. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Desmond, seconded by Councillor D. Boyle, the following proposed change was agreed :

Delete paragraph 5.2.3 and replace with the following paragraph:
In the South East quadrant, an area of land has been identified that is unlikely to be required for airport operations or aviation uses.  The purpose of this Special Local Area  plan is to protect the lands necessary to ensure the continued growth of the airport. The consideration of the future role of lands in the South East quadrant, lands the subject of submissions to this draft Special Local Area Plan, or other areas within the surrounding hinterland of the airport, with potential for airport ancillary or related uses, is a matter for the review of the Carrigaline Electoral Area Local Area Plan.
and it was resolved as follows :
In accordance with Section 20 (d) of the Planning & Development Act 2000(as amended) it is agreed to amend the draft Cork Airport Special Local Area Plan and to propose the changes in the draft changes document dated May 2010 and the additional amendments thereto as agreed by Members on 24th May 2010.

Retirement of Mr. Ger O’Mahony, Director of Service (Forward Planning & Strategic Development)

The Mayor paid to tribute to Mr. O’Mahony and wished him well on his forthcoming retirement.  

The Party Leaders and Cllr. N. Collins, on behalf of the Non-Party Members, also wished Mr. G. O’Mahony well and paid tribute to him as an excellent public servant whose clear thinking allowed him to get to the heart of any issue.  They said he knew his brief exceptionally well and dealt with issues practically and with common sense.  Mr. O’Mahony’s retirement would be a loss to the local government system and Members wished him a long and enjoyable retirement. 

The Manager also paid tribute to Mr. O’Mahony and thanked him for his commitment to local government and he said that Ger truly believed in the local government system and that the views of the Members must be always be listened to. He wished him well for the future.

Mr. O’Mahony thanked Members for their comments and good wishes and said that he always encouraged his staff to respect the views of Members. He thanked the Manager and his staff for their loyalty and support. 
Mallow/Fermoy Area Committee:

REPORT UNDER ARTICLE 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000: 


6/5-2


Proposed by Councillor P. O’Driscoll



Seconded by Councillor K. O’Keeffe
RESOLVED:

 “Noting that in accordance with Article 179 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, notice of the proposed development was published, that 3 no. submissions were received in respect of the proposal, approval pursuant to Article 179 of the said Act is given for the following:-


Rathcormac Village Enhancement Works 
Western Committee:

TAKE OVER OF HOUSING ESTATES

7/5-2

Councillor J. O’Sullivan proposed, seconded by Councillor D. O’Rourke, the following motion:-


“That the Western Committee calls on Cork County Council and the Department of 
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to resolve the issue of the take 
over of housing estates to the satisfaction of hard pressed residents.”
During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· Residents have nowhere to turn when developers leave housing estates;
· The Council should help provide a solution;
· The Department of the Environment must deliver a policy on this;
· Residents are turning to the Council for help and the Council is not in a position to help them due to lack of funding;
· Most housing estates could be taken over with very little difficulty;
· The Local Area Plan process should copperfasten the Council’s policy to deal with unfinished estates;
· There are too many agencies involved in trying to find a solution;
· Council should be able to carry out works in the estate and recoup cost from the Department of the Environment;
· The Council’s policy for the taking over of estates has had little impact to date;
· This is a national issue and the Council is underfunded to deal with it;
· Queried if the developers’ bonds are redeemable;

· There is uncertainty about whether developers are still operating;

· Graduates could carry out surveys on the number of estates in need of help and the money could be recouped from the CIF;

· Unfinished housing estates is one of the greatest challenges facing the Council;

· The Council must keep pursuing developers;

· The Council should consider assigning the job to a particular section for the prioritisation of housing estates;

The Manager said that the debate taking place was very appropriate and timely.  He said that to date the Council has taken 368 estates in charge and that in the normal course of events it is a long process.  He said that this is a very serious issue facing people in housing estates and they look to the Council to find a solution to the problem.  The real hardship is where all work on an estate has ceased because of cashflow problems.  

The Manager said that local authorities cannot solve this problem on their own and that the Department of the Environment has set up a group seeking information from each local authority on the number of unfinished housing estates and plan to determine a policy on foot of this.

The Manager advised that the Council generally operates on a phased development system and that at present, the Planning Department is carrying out a survey on the number of estates in difficulty.   He said that the taking estates in charge could transfer the liability onto the ratepayer and this would not be desirable.  He said there must be reassurance nationally that local authorities will be funded for this and that the work will be done eventually.  The Manager said that there are people with the relevant skills to finish housing estates, who are currently unemployed and that the Council could look at employing them.  

The Manager said that the Council could start solving the problem over the next few years but it needs guidance from national level.  He said that there would be a double benefit from this in that it would create jobs. 

The Manager advised that Members should await the result of the Department of the Environment survey and discuss at a Development Committee where the list of estates will be circulated. He said that the Council will have less resources in the future and its services will have to be prioritised and it is not appropriate for local authorities to take on the liability of the development sector.

Members made further points as follows:-

· Queried if a bond can be drawn down when it is sufficient to cover the cost;

· Queried if the Council has ceased grass cutting;

· The Council must assure residents that bonds in place are effective.

The Manager said that he understood the motion to be all encompassing.  He said that this is a period of great uncertainty and a major concern for residents.  He said that the bond was never intended to cover everything that goes wrong and that there would be legal issues on both sides.  In some cases bonds are adequate and in others not. 
In relation to grass cutting, the Manager said that area engineers are prioritising their budgets and he must accept that they may decide to fix potholes rather than cut grass.  

DRIVING TEST CENTRE IN SKIBBEREEN

7(b)/5-2



Proposed by Councillor A. Healy



Seconded by Councillor J. Daly 

RESOLVED:



“That the Western Committee calls on full Council to support the retention of 

the Driving Test Centre in Skibbereen.”
It was agreed that the motion would be referred to the Road Safety Authority.

Southern Committee: 

REPORT UNDER ARTICLE 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000: 


8/5-2


Proposed by Councillor M. Creed



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy 
RESOLVED:

 “Noting that in accordance with Article 179 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, notice of the proposed development was published, that 2 no. submissions were received in respect of the proposal, approval pursuant to Article 179 of the said Act is given for the following:-

Proposed Construction of a 1600pe Wastewater Treatment Plant at 
Coachford.

Reports & Recommendations of Officers:

PAVEMENT OVERLAY SCHEMES 2010 

9/5-2

On the proposal of Councillor J. Gilroy, seconded by Councillor G. Kelly, the following Pavement Overlay Schemes for 2010, were approved:-

1. N25 Castlemartyr Midleton Overlay Scheme – Phase 3

Length: 2km     


2. N71 Bandon Innishannon Overlay Scheme – Phase 2

Length: 2km 


3. N71 Garrynoe (Fermoy) Overlay Scheme

Length: 2km  


4. N73 Annakisha (Mallow) Overlay Scheme

Length: 3km



5. N71 Newmill (Rosscarbery) Overlay Scheme

Length: 1km



6. N71 West of Leap Overlay Scheme

Length: 1.1km


7. N71 Sheperton (Skibbereen) Overlay Scheme

Length: 1.8km


8. N72 Racecourse to Ballyclough Junction (Mallow) Overlay Scheme

Length: 2.5km


9. N20 Boherarask Cross to Ballybeg (Buttevant) Overlay Scheme

Length: 1km



10. N22 Ballymakeera / Ballyvourney Overlay Scheme

Length: 1.2km


During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· The closure of the road on the outskirts of Bandon to facilitate overlay works will be of enormous hardship to the businesses in the area;

· Queried if the paving overlay could be carried out outside of normal hours;

· Queried if there will be funding for flood damage;

· Council should seek a longer working day from contractors due to more competitive prices;

· Disappointment that Macroom is omitted;

· Queried why Kildorrery village was not included;

· Welcomed the allocation for Ballyvourney;

· Queried what the total cost would be to finish Ballyvourney completely;

· Queried the comparison with the number of pavement overlays carried out in 2008 and 2009.

The County Engineer responded as follows:-

· This is a good news story for the Council with an additional allocation of €3.5m for overlay works with flexibility included;

· The Council will be going out to tender for each individual scheme in the coming week;

· It would not be appropriate to include a requirement to work late hours, in the tender document, as it may not provide good value for money for the Council, but the issue can be raised with the successful tenderer;

· The price of overlay works has not reduced as the cost of the work is linked to the price of oil;

· Council will make an additional submission for Phase 2 works at Ballyvourney and for works at Macroom and Kildorrery;

· Works must be carried out before the end of October, 2010.

The Manager welcomed the allocation and said it is going against the trend. It shows that the engineering staff of the Council have a good working relationship with the NRA and secured the reallocation of unused funding. He said that this was very good news for the County.

CONSERVATION GRANT SCHEME 2010 
10/5-2

Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy



Seconded by Councillor G. Murphy

RESOLVED:

"That the recommendations of the Conservation Officer for the Conservation Grant Scheme 2010 be adopted."

Members made the following points:-

· Complimented the Heritage Department for their work;

· Council must be understanding of people’s ability to fund works to be carried out.

· Queried the comparison of Cork County Council’s allocation to other local authorities;

· Requested that a full list of applicants be circulated;

· Queried the amount of applications received from West Cork.

In response, the Conservation Officer advised that only four applicants were refused funding. She said that Cork County Council received the second highest allocation in the country.  She also advised that the Heritage Unit recommend to applicants that they phase necessary works to get the vest value for the funding available. 

Correspondence from Government Departments:

EMERGENCY TOWING VESSEL

11/5-2

Members noted 
letter dated 6th May, 2010, from the Irish Coast Guard, in response to Council’s motion of 12th April, 2010, regarding the provision of an Emergency Towing Vessel for the South West Region.  It was agreed that the matter would be referred back to the Minister for Transport seeking his views and to ask him to outline his plans for the provision of an emergency towing vessel.

AIDING PEOPLE FACING EVICTION FROM THEIR HOMES

12/5-2



Proposed by Councillor D. Boyle



Seconded by Councillor N. Collins

RESOLVED:


“That Cork County Council fully engage with the Department of 
Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government with the aim of aiding those who face eviction from 
the primary family home.”
PARKING CHARGES AT GLOUNTHAUNE & LITTLE ISLAND STATIONS

13/5-2

Councillor G. Kelly proposed, seconded by Councillor J. Gilroy the following notice of motion:-

“That Cork County Council enter negotiations with Iarnrod Eireann regarding the car 
parking charges at Glounthaune and Little Island stations and bearing in mind that 
new home owners have paid substantial contributions towards the cost of the new rail 
service.”

Members said that the charge should be removed to encourage people to use the rail.  It was also agreed to include Midleton and Mallow stations in the motion.

The County Manager said that the special rail levy is used for capital purposes and this charge is from operation and maintenance costs and there is a differentiate of what is being paid for.  He said that there are rail levies and the Council is duty bound to hand over money.  
He said he would support asking Irish Rail to consider reducing the charge in the early years of operation of the Rail service and said the most appropriate forum to raise this issue is the Transportation Sub Group of CASP.   

METERING OF DOMESTIC WATER CONNECTIONS

14/5-2

Councillor J. O’Sullivan proposed, seconded by Councillor D. Sheehan, the following notice of motion:-


“To ask for a report on water services  and in particular the implications of the 
proposed metering of domestic connections. 


1. Will the present water metering contract apply to the extension to the domestic 
sector. 


2. What is the present cost reading meters and what was the cost when the meters 
were read by council staff.  


3. What monies have been made available this year by the Minister for the 
Environment for (a) water conservation initiatives and (b) water main replacement.”

Members noted report from the County Engineer which outlined as follows:-

1.
The current Water Metering Contract between Cork County Council and Morrison Utility Services applies only to Non-Domestic customers and cannot be extended to the Domestic sector. Government has yet to decide on a wide range of implementation issues for Domestic Metering.

2.   Meter reading is now carried out by the Non Domestic Water Metering Project    Operation and Maintenance contractor Morrison Utility Services. The Contractor reads all meters at least 4 times per year using Automatic Meter Reading methods, carries out quality checks on meter reads and submits meter reads electronically to Cork County Council. 


Prior to this contract, all meters were read once per year by Cork County Council staff. Reads were manually recorded in meter books and all data had to be subsequently transferred to electronic format and validated prior to issuing of bills. There is therefore no valid method of comparison of meter reading costs between now and when they were read by Cork County Council Staff. 


The Operation and Maintenance contract between Cork County Council and   Morrison Utility Services (the Contractor) is not limited to meter reading. It includes an extensive list of requirements by the contractor which include the following, for example:

· Carrying out Pre-Installation surveys with customers prior to installation of Non Domestic meters. 

· Design and sizing of meter installations. 

· The installation and removal of Non Domestic meters and meter housings.

· Maintenance of all Non Domestic Meters throughout the duration of the Contract.

· Quarterly reading of all Non Domestic customer meters with monthly reads for some larger customers. All reads are taken using an Automatic Meter Reading System. 

· Reading of meters on demand as required by Cork County Council.  

· Processing of meter read data and presentation of meter reads electronically


to Cork County Council. 

· Updating of the customer database as customer details change, new customers arise and existing customers become obsolete.

3.        As per the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 published in April 2010, the following funding applies to County Cork: 

           (a) – Stage 1 & 2 Works – €18.364m of which €13.96m remaining

           (b) – Stage 3 Water mains replacement - €23.213m. this is for the period 2010-2012.

During a discussion, Members made the following points:-

· Lack of connected thinking at national level;

· There will be a duplication of services if domestic meters are installed and managed by a different contractor;
· Queried the cost to the Council for meter readings on demand;

· A report on the condition of the Council’s reservoirs should be made available to Members;

· Council must have a plan in place before it passes the charge onto the customer for water.
The County Engineer advised that the metering of domestic water connections would have to

be tendered.   He said that it would not be uncommon in Europe to have two different

contractors for domestic and non domestic users.  There will be 100,000 customers in Cork

County and 1m nationally.  

The County Engineer said that it will take 2/3 years to go tender, a further 2/3 years to

install metres and that imposing a fixed charge first would be a preferred option. 
He advised Members that quarterly readings and readings on demand when there is a change

of occupier, have to be included as part of any system. The current system is partially

electronic with touchpad reading.
RIGHTS CULTURE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

15/5-2



Proposed by Councillor N. Collins



Seconded by Councillor D. Sheehan

RESOLVED:


“That this Council request the Minister for Health to establish a “Rights Culture” in 
terms of basic rights for people with disabilities.”

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

17/5-2

Opening of Tenders

The following tenders were opened at the meeting:-

· N73 Mitchelstown Relief Road Sign Replacement Contract – 7 no. 
· M20 Cork Limerick Ground Investigation Contract (Blarney to Mallow) – 4 no. 
· M20 Cork Limerick Ground Investigation Contract (Mallow to Velvetstown) – 6 no. 
· Debt Collection Framework Agreement – 10 no.
· Charleville Mitchelstown and Fermoy Hotlaid Surfacing Contract 2010 – 7 no.
Lissoran Estate, Ballinspittle

Cllr. K. Murphy said that the housing estate remains unfinished and asked that the Manager would report back on the situation.

This concluded the business of the meeting
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