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Cork County Council
Environment Directorate
Inniscarra, Co. Cork
Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts, 1977 to 2007
Guidelines for an Application for Licence to Discharge to Sewer
(Non Food Service Establishment)
This document is issued for guidance only. It does not purport to be a legal interpretation of the legislation.
1.
General 

Under Section 16 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977 to 2007, a licence is required for the discharge of trade effluent or other matter to a sewer. A licence is not required to discharge domestic sewage or storm water to a sewer. 

This requirement does not apply to an industrial activity which is licensable under the EPA Act 1992 or a waste activity which is licensable under the Waste Management Act 1996

In completing your application form you should refer to the Local Government (Water Pollution)

Regulations, 1978 and 1992, copies of which are available from the Government Publications

Office, Sun Alliance House, Molesworth St., Dublin 2 or www.irishstatutebook.ie. Additional information can be found in Best Practice Guide BPGCS006: How to obtain an effluent discharge licence, Enterprise Ireland. 

2.
Where to Apply 

The application should be made to the County Council, in whose area the discharge occurs. In

the case of discharges in County Cork, the application should be made to The Secretary, Cork County Council, Environment  Directorate, Room GF22, Cork County Council, Inniscarra, Co. Cork. 

The applicant is encouraged to request a pre-application meeting with Environment staff to discuss the nature and scope of the information required. Please contact the Environment Directorate on 021 4532700 to arrange a meeting. 

3.
Documents to be submitted

1. Five copies of each of the following documents should be submitted:

(i) Completed application form 
(ii) A site location map showing the site of the facility (scale 1/2500) in colour and any adjoining land in the same ownership coloured differently and with sufficient details to identify the site in relation to the appropriate Ordnance Survey map.

(iii) A detailed plan of the facility to a scale of not less than 1/500 showing all waste storage points, incoming and outgoing, discharge points, emission points, monitoring points, watercourses, fencing, access points to site and any other relevant information. Existing and proposed site levels should also be indicated.

(iv) A drawing to an appropriate scale showing the locations of all relevant drainage systems, works, apparatus, plant or tanks from which effluent is to be discharged. It should also identify the sewer to which the discharge is to be made, the point of discharge and also storage facilities, off loading facilities, lighting and other relevant details. 

2. Fee of €380.92.

4.
Newspaper Advertisement 

A newspaper advertisement is not required in respect of an application to discharge to a sewer
5.
When is a licence review required?

A local authority may review a licence at intervals of not less than three years from the date of the licence, or at any time with the consent of the person making, causing or permitting the discharge. A licence may also be reviewed at any time by the Local Authority which granted it, where the authority has reasonable grounds for believing that the discharge authorized is or is likely to be injurious to public health, or render the receiving waters unfit for domestic, commercial industrial, fishery, agricultural or recreational use or where there has been a material change in the receiving waters, or a material change in the nature or volume of the discharge. 

Where a local authority intends to review a licence it: 

(a) Must give notice to the discharger of its intention, 

(b) Must place a notice in a newspaper circulating in the functional area of the local authority that must state that written representations relating to the review may be made within one month. (This applies to reviews of licences to discharge to waters only.) 

(c) May require a discharger to submit plans or other particulars for the purpose of the review. (If these are not submitted within three months, the review may be completed without them). 

(d) Must make available any plans or particulars submitted by the discharger for public inspection at its offices until the review or any appeal is determined. 

A local authority may amend or delete any condition attached to a licence or may attach new conditions to a licence. It must then give notice of its decision to the discharger and to any person who submitted written representations. The notice will specify any new conditions, deletions or other amendments that have been made to the licence.
The applicant is encouraged to request a pre-application meeting with Environment staff to discuss the nature and scope of the information required. Please contact the Environment Directorate to arrange a meeting. 
6.
Inspection of Documents

A local authority is obliged to make available for public inspection at its offices any application and any information submitted by the applicant until the licence application or any appeal is determined. Any person may make written representations or objections to a local authority in relation to a licence application for a discharge to waters.  

7.
Decision of a local authority:
A local authority will make a decision within two months once the application which includes all the proper information, submissions, etc. is submitted, whether to grant or refuse a licence or to grant one subject to conditions. The local authority notifies the applicant and any person who submitted representations or objections regarding an application of their decision to grant or refuse a licence.  

Any objections, including those by the applicant, are made to An Bord Pleanála. An Bord Pleanála may turn down an appeal or it may give directions to a local authority relating to the granting, refusing, revoking or alterations which should be made to conditions attached to a licence. A local authority must abide by the decision of the Board
8.
Sampling

Sampling for chemical and bacteriological analysis shall be carried out by a suitably qualified person with a qualification in a relevant scientific field. All analysis shall be carried out by a laboratory accredited to ISO 17025 or an appropriate quality standard. 

9.
Definitions 

Trade Effluent means effluent from any works apparatus, plant or drainage pipe used for the disposal to waters or to a sewer of any liquid (whether treated or untreated), either with or without particles of matter in suspension therein, which is discharged from premises used for carrying on any trade or industry (including mining), but does not include domestic sewage to waters or storm water.

Trade includes agriculture, aquaculture, horticulture and any scientific research or experiment.

Existing Discharge means a discharge, which is similar in nature, composition and temperature to, and is of a similar volume and is made at a similar rate to, a discharge made during any corresponding period of twelve months ending on the date of application.

Sewer is defined as:

a) a sewer within the meaning of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Acts, 1878 to 1964, that is vested in or controlled by a Sanitary Authority and includes a sewage treatment works, and a sewage disposal works, that is vested in or controlled by a Sanitary Authority.
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Cork County Council
Environment Directorate
Inniscarra, Co. Cork
Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts, 1977 to 2007
Application for Licence to Discharge to Sewer
(Non Food Service Establishment)
I hereby make application for a licence under Section 16 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977 to 2007, to discharge trade effluent / other matter [delete as appropriate] in accordance with the plans and particulars attached. The discharge for which a licence is sought is/is not an existing discharge as defined in Section 5(4) of the Act. I declare, to the best of my knowledge and belief that the information submitted in this application is correct.

Checklist
I confirm that I have enclosed:






Please tick 











  here

	· Five copies of the application form, fully completed
	

	· Five copies of the site location map
	

	· Five copies of detailed plans of the facility
	

	· Five copies of drawings showing effluent discharge details
	

	· Five copies of full drawings of the treatment plant
	

	· Fee of €380.92
	

	· Is the applicant’s signature on the first page of the application form?
	


Signed







Date: 



Name (in block capitals)





Position in Company





On behalf of  






Please indicate whether this is a new licence application or an application for a review of an existing licence:

	New Application
	

	Application for a licence review
	


Section 1:
Applicant Details

1.1.
Full name of applicant(s): 

Applicant(s) must be a legal entity (individual, sole trader, partnership or body corporate).In the case of joint applicants, identify the principal applicant.

	Name(s): 
	

	Name(s):
	

	Principal Applicant:
	


1.2
Full address of applicant(s) 

The address of the principal place of business, or in the case of a body corporate the registered or principal office, of the applicant(s) and, where applicable, the telephone number, telefax number and e-mail address of the applicant(s), and, 

	Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	Tel:
	

	Fax:
	

	e-mail:
	

	Contact Name: 
	


If different, address to which correspondence relating to the application should be sent: 

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Tel:
	

	Fax:
	

	e-mail:
	


1.3       Is the applicant a body corporate? 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes please give the company number and supply a copy of the appropriate certificate issued by the Companies Registration Office and give the specified Company Registration or Trade Name if trading under a name. Note. Companies registered in other EU states who have an operation in Ireland must be registered in Ireland under the S.I. No. 395/1993: European Communities (Branch Disclosures) Regulations, 1993.


	Company Number: 
	

	Document(s) Reference: 
	


1.4     All trade name(s) used or proposed to be used by the applicant(s): 
*Note: any trade names must be registered with the Revenue Commissioners. A copy of a certificate of registration of a business name must be submitted with this application. 
	Trade Name: 
	

	Trade Name:
	


1.5
Is the applicant(s) a partnership? 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If the applicant is a partnership, give the names and addresses of all partners:

	Name: 
	

	Address:


	

	Name: 
	

	Address:


	


1.6 
The location or postal address of the premises to which the licence application relates and if 
different, from which the effluent or other matter is to be discharged 

	
	Premises
	Discharge Location

	Address: 
	
	

	
	
	

	Townland:
	
	

	National Grid Reference for centre of site

(10 digit 5E,5N)
	
	


1.7
Planning Permission  

State the planning permission or planning application number (whichever is applicable at the time of submission of the application) for the premises, along with the name of the planning authority who issued it. If a certificate/declaration of exemption applies, please state this and supply a copy of the certificate/declaration of exemption:

	Planning Permission Number :
	

	Planning Application  Number:
	

	Local Authority:
	

	Document(s) Reference: 
	


1.8
Declaration

I hereby make application under Section 16 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977 to 2007, to discharge trade effluent / sewage effluent / other matter [delete as appropriate] in accordance with the plans and particulars attached. The discharge is/is not [delete as appropriate] an existing discharge (see definition in explanatory notes) as defined in Section 5(4) of the 1977 Act.

Signed







Date: 



Name (in block capitals)





Position in Company





On behalf of  






Section 2
Details of Discharge 

2.1
If an effluent is a trade effluent or other matter, give a description of the process or activity which gives rise to the effluent generation. (Use separate sheets if  necessary):

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.2
Location of Points of Discharge: (All discharge locations to be indicated clearly on a 1/2500 Ordnance Survey map. Please use separate sheets if necessary)
	Emission Point Ref. No
	Location
	Purpose

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Particulars of surface water disposal arrangements or any other discharges from 
the 
premises: (all discharge points shall be indicated on the accompanying drawings)

	

	

	



Details of Size and Construction of Discharge Pipeline or Outlet
	

	

	


2.3
Details of Premises 


	Hours of Business at Premises:
	

	Number of Persons Employed on Site:
	

	Date of Commencement of Discharge:
	


2.4
Volume of Effluent to be discharged
	Normal per Day 
	
	m / day

	Maximum in any one day 
	
	m / day 

	Maximum Rate per Hour  
	
	m/ hr

	Temporal Variations in Discharge (if any)
	
	


2.5
Particulars of wastewater treatment system:  (Full Drawings of treatment plant must be 
supplied)

	


	


2.6
Plant Operation (Details of who will operate the wastewater treatment plant) 


	Operators Name:
	

	Address: 
	

	Is a copy of Maintenance Contract supplied?
	Yes
	
	No 
	

	Date contract signed
	
	Duration of contract
	




Details of Staffing involved in Water Pollution Control

	


	

	


2.7
Is there an Environmental Management Plan in place in respect of the site?

	Yes
	
	
	No
	
	
	In Preparation
	



(If yes then please supply details)

2.8
Characteristics of Trade Effluent
Complete Table 1 for all applicable characteristics giving concentration ranges where available. Concentrations in mg/l unless otherwise stated. Any other physical, chemical or other characteristic, which is pertinent to the application, should also be stated.

2.9
List of Raw Process Materials Utilized and Wastes Generated on Site


Table 2 should be fully completed in respect of all process raw materials and wastes.

2.10
Emergency response Details 


Details of emergency procedures and facilities available to respond to unexpected incidents. 
Identify how any failure of the treatment system shall 
be detected:
	


	

	

	



Details of Emergency/Spillage Control Arrangements (provide additional sheets, if  necessary)

	

	

	

	


2.11
Details of Provisions Made for Sampling and Measurement of Discharge


Table 3 should be completed to detail all existing monitoring facilities.

2.12
Off Site Waste Disposal


Table 4 should be completed to detail off site disposal routes for waste.

TABLE 1: Characteristics of emission (1 table per emission point).
	Emission Point 

Reference No.


 

	Note:

(1) Please contact the Environment Dept., not all parameters may be required
(2) See Appendix 1 

	
	Prior to pre-treatment
	As Discharged
	

	Parameter (1)
	Max. Hourly average


	Max. Daily average


	Kg/Day
	Max.

Hourly average


	Max. daily average


	Kg/day
	% Removal

	pH 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Temperature (o C) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOD(5)  (mg/l) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COD (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suspended Solids (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oils, fats and greases  (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Phosphorous (as P) (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Orthophosphate (as P) (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Nitrogen (as N) (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ammonia (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nitrite (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nitrate (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sulphates (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conductivity (μS/cm)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Detergents (as MBAS) (mg/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cyanide (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fluoride (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dichloromethane (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Atrazine (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Simazine (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phenols (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Toluene (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Xylenes (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tributyltin (ug/l
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arsenic (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barium (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Boron (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cadmium (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chromium (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Copper (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lead (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mercury (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nickel (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Selenium (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Zinc (ug/l)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EC List I(2)  (Specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EC List II(2) (Specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


TABLE 2: Details of process related raw materials, products, wastes etc. used or generated on site. 

	Ref. No
	Material/

Substance1
	CAS

No.
	Danger 

Category
	Amount 

Stored 

(tonnes)
	Annual Usage

(tonnes)
	Nature of Use
	Risk Phrase(2)
	Safety 

Phrase(2)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1 State whether List I or List II as per Appendix 1
2 Refer. Schedules 2 and 3 of S.I. No. 77/94

TABLE 3: MONITORING

	Point Reference No.
	Location
	Equipment in place
	Parameters Monitored
	Frequency of monitoring
	Impacts

	Water
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Groundwater
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


TABLE 4 - OFF-SITE WASTE DISPOSAL (including sludge)

	WASTE DESCRIPTION
	EWC CATALOGUE NO.
	QUANTITY

(TONNES PER ANNUM)
	NAME OF SITE ACCEPTING WASTE
	REFERENCE NUMBER OF SITE  ENVIRONMENT LICENCE
	STATE WHETHER

RECYCLING,

RECOVERY

OR DISPOSAL

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX 1 
From Screening Recommendation By EPA - Parameters to be Screened  for in Waste Water Discharges 
	No. 
	Compound 
	Group of compounds 

	1 
	Benzene 
	VOCs 

	2 
	Carbon tetrachloride 
	VOCs 

	3 
	1,2-Dichloroethane 
	VOCs 

	4 
	Dichloromethane 
	VOCs 

	5 
	Tetrachloroethylene 
	VOCs 

	6 
	Trichloroethylene 
	VOCs 

	7 
	Trichlorobenzenes 
	VOCs 

	8 
	Trichloromethane 
	VOCs 

	9 
	Xylenes (all isomers): 
	VOCs 

	10 
	Ethyl Benzene 
	VOCs 

	11 
	Toluene 
	VOCs 

	12 
	Naphthlene 
	PAHs 

	13 
	Fluoranthene 
	PAHs 

	14 
	Benzo[k]fluoranthene 
	PAHs 

	15 
	Benzo[ghi]perylene 
	PAHs 

	16 
	Indeno[1,2,3-c,d]pyrene 
	PAHs 

	17 
	Benzo[b]fluoranthene 
	PAHs 

	18 
	Benzo[a]pyrene 
	PAHs 

	19 
	Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP) 
	Plasticiser 

	20 
	Isodrin 
	Pesticides 

	21 
	Dieldrin 
	Pesticides 

	22 
	Diuron 
	Pesticides 

	23 
	Isoproturon 
	Pesticides 

	24 
	Atrazine 
	Pesticides 

	25 
	Simazine 
	Pesticides 

	26 
	Glyphosate 
	Pesticides 

	27 
	Mecoprop 
	Pesticides 

	28 
	2,4-D 
	Pesticides 

	29 
	MCPA 
	Pesticides 

	30 
	Linuron 
	Pesticides 

	31 
	Dichlobenil 
	Pesticides 

	32 
	2,6-Dichlorobenzamide 
	Pesticides 

	
	
	

	33 
	PCBs 
	PCBs 

	34 
	Phenols (as Total C) 
	Phenols 

	35 
	Lead 
	Metals 

	36 
	Arsenic 
	Metals 

	37 
	Copper 
	Metals 

	38 
	Zinc 
	Metals 

	39 
	Cadmium 
	Metals 

	40 
	Mercury 
	Metals 

	41 
	Chromium 
	Metals 

	42 
	Selenium 
	Metals 

	43 
	Antimony 
	Metals 

	44 
	Molybdenum 
	Metals 

	45 
	Tin 
	Metals 

	46 
	Barium 
	Metals 

	47 
	Boron 
	Metals 

	48 
	Cobalt 
	Metals 

	49 
	Vanadium 
	Metals 

	50 
	Nickel 
	Metals 

	51 
	Fluoride 
	General 

	52 
	Chloride 
	General 

	53 
	TOC 
	General 

	54 
	Cyanide 
	General 


DIRECTIVE 74/464/EC - LIST I AND LIST II SUBSTANCES

LIST I

1.
Organohalogen Compounds and substances, which may form such compounds in the aquatic environment

2.
Organophosphorous compounds

3.
Organotin compounds

4.
Substances which possess carcinogenic, mutagenic or teratogenic properties in or via the aquatic environment *

*Where certain substances in List II are carcinogenic, mutagenic or teratogenic, they are included in this category.

5.
Mercury and its compounds.

6.
Cadmium and its compounds.

7.
Persistent minerals oils and hydrocarbons of petroleum origin.

8.
Persistent synthetic substances, which may float, remain in suspension, or sink and 
which may interfere with any use of the waters.






LIST  11

1. 
The following metalloids and metals and their compounds:


1.
Zinc


2.
Copper


3.
Nickel


4. 
Chromium


5.
Lead


6.
Selenium


7.
Arsenic


8.
Antimony


9.
Molybdenum

10.
Titanium


11.
Tin


12. 
Barium


13.
Beryllium

14.
Boron


15.
Uranium

16.
Vanadium


17.
Cobalt


18.
Thallium


19.
Tellurium

20.
Silver

2. Biocides and their derivatives not appearing on List 1.

3.
Substances, which have a deleterious effect on the taste/ or smell of the products for human consumption, derived from the aquatic environment, and compounds liable to cause the formation of such substances in water.

4.
Toxic or persistent organic compounds of silicon and substances which may give rise to such compounds in water, excluding those which are biologically harmless or are rapidly converted in water into harmless substances.

5.
Inorganic compounds of phosphorous and elemental phosphorous.

6.
Non persistent mineral oils and hydrocarbons of petroleum origin.

7.
Cyanides, fluorides.

8. 
Substances which have an adverse effect on the oxygen balance, particularly 
ammonia, nitrites.
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