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“ PETS AND PEOPLE - A PERFECT PARTNERSHIP”   
 
 

·  We can all enjoy the presence of dogs in the community. Dogs that are well 
behaved and belong to responsible people also can contribute greatly to the 
community as a whole. 

·  Dogs can help children develop an understanding of how to care and feel for 
another living being.  

·  They can provide companionship. Indeed, for some elderly and lonely people 
a dog may be their only friend.  

 
 
               “ PETS AND PEOPLE – A NOT SO PERFECT PARTNERSHIP”  
 
In contrast, dogs can be a nuisance in the community and cause friction between 
neighbours. This may be because the owners themselves are not aware of, or 
complying with, the responsibilities that go with dog ownership.  They may not be 
aware of a problem until it has become a nuisance. Too much noise, such as with a 
dog that barks when left alone, fouling in public places and escaped dogs can all 
present health risks and public hazards. Sadly, all dog owners and their dogs suffer as 
a result of irresponsible dog ownership by a minority of dog owners. 
 
 

“ WHAT IS RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP?”   
 

Responsible dog ownership is a term often used but seldom explained. There 
are two main areas of dog owner  responsibility: 
 
 
A. The dog Owners responsibility for their dog. 

 
B. The dog Owners responsibility towards the community. 
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A. The dog Owners responsibility for their dog 
 

       
 
1. Choose the r ight type of dog for  your  circumstances  
 
For the relationship to work well it is important to choose a dog whose personality 
and needs will match your lifestyle.  
 

a. Before you actually get a dog try to learn as much as you can about the 
different breeds and types of dogs.  

b. Seek advice from your local veterinary practice and from your local 
dog welfare and rescue groups.  

c. Consider your previous dog keeping experience, the ages of your 
family members, whether the dog will be left on its own, the type of 
accommodation you live in (if you rent, do you have permission to 
have a dog?)  

d. Purchase your dog from a reputable source, never buy from a van or a 
car in a public place, NEVER BUY from a so called puppy farm 

 
 
 
2. Feeding your  dog  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
Like ourselves there is no such thing as specific diet and amount of food requirement 
for every dog. Every dog’s needs will vary according to temperament, 
size, activity levels, health status and genetic factors. However a few basic essentials 
are common to all dogs. 
1. All dogs, at all stages of life should be fed a balanced diet containing suitable 
proportions of food, vitamins and minerals. This is best sourced from reputable dog 
food manufacturers. 
2. Water must be available to dogs at all times. 
3. Food should not be left available to dogs for long periods of time. Allow 10 
minutes for the dog to eat the food then remove the remainder if any. 
4. Dogs should be fed small meals when young - 4-5 times a day as little puppies, 3 
times a day at 3 months- increasing to a single daily meal from 12 months of age. 
5. Do not feed your dog during or before eating your own meals. 
6. Never feed scraps or treats from the table while you are eating yourself. 
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3. Exercising your  dog            

  � � � � � � � �                           
Again like ourselves and as with feeding there is no one answer to the question " How 
much exercise should I give my dog?" There will of course be big differences 
between the breeds and that’s© why it is so important to choose a breed suitable to 
your available time. A collie for instance will require far more exercise than a 
Yorkshire terrier! 
Again there are basic rules: 

1. Frequent, varied exercise is the ideal.  
2. The ability to self-exercise around a secure enclosed garden of suitable size for 

the breed is essential. 
3. When exercised in a public place it is a legal requirement that the dog is kept 

under effectual control at all times. In essence in most situations this amounts 
to the dog being kept on a lead. 

4. To maximise exercise in public places while keeping the dog under effectual 
control the use of a suitable extender lead is recommended. 

  
 
4. Worming your  dog 
 
Consult your private veterinary surgeon for advice specific to your dog. As a general 
recommendation begin at two weeks of age and repeat three weekly until 12 weeks of 
age. Thereafter a minimum of twice yearly/every six months is recommended but 
more frequently may be required if for instance your dog habitually eats slugs or 
snails. 
Remember that eggs from the canine roundworm, Toxocara canis, can cause serious 
illness in children. These eggs will be present in dog stools and attached to the dogs 
coat.  Worm your dog routinely, do not let your dog foul in public places and 
encourage children to wash their hands after handling dogs. 
 

� � � �
�

 
5.  Ster ilising your  dog/preventing your  dog from having pups 
 
Consult your private veterinary surgeon for advice specific to your dog.  
All female dogs should be sterilised (called spaying) unless you wish to breed from 
them. This entails a routinely surgical procedure usually carried out at six months of 
age. 
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Male dogs that stray, fight and display aggressive behaviour may benefit from 
sterilisation (called neutering). Again this is a routine surgical procedure usually 
carried out at six months of age. 
 
Low cost sterilisation of dogs may be available to dog owners who are in receipt of 
social welfare payments. There are specific low cost schemes that run every year in 
May and October. For more details log on to www.corkcoco.ie   
  
6. Vaccinating your  dog   
 
All dogs must be vaccinated against important killer diseases such as distemper, 
parvovirus and leptospirosis. These diseases are still common today and the only 
protection against them is a full programme of vaccination as a puppy followed by 
lifelong annual booster vaccinations. Puppies are usually vaccinated at 6 weeks, 9 
weeks and 12 weeks but this will vary according to the vaccine being used and the 
level of disease challenge the pup might be exposed to. 
Your veterinary surgeon will advise on a suitable vaccination programme for your 
dog. 
 
 
7. House training your  dog   

� � � � � � � � �  
It is essential to start housetraining as soon as you acquire your dog. The golden rule 
is to praise when it is done right and completely ignore mistakes. Never shout, give 
out, make a fuss or rub the dogs nose in it as that will only make the dog fearful and 
more prone to mistakes. Most people use newspaper placed near a door to the 
exterior. Over time they gradually reduce the amount of paper on the floor moving 
towards the door and eventually move the last small remaining bit of paper outside the 
door.  Every time the dog toilets outside you must praise it. Allowing your dog to 
fouls in a public place and not removing the stools is an offence. 
It is important and very easy to train a dog to toilet in a designated spot in your own 
garden thereby ensuring that fouling in public places does not happen. 
 
 
8. Elementary obedience training 
 
As with house training the golden rule of praise and reward but never punish applies. 
Start training from the first day and keep the sessions short. All training initially must 
be carried out using a lead and collar, as you must be in control such that a command 
can be enforced. With repetition and reward the need for enforcement and control will 
diminish. Start with the five very short basic commands in the following order: heel, 
sit, stay, wait, come here and down. Obedience must be immediate. Never praise or 
reward a slow response. Withhold praise and try again. If not making progress 
terminate session quickly. 
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B. The dog Owners responsibility towards the community. 
  

Dog owners’  responsibility to the community is subject to legislation that aims to 
protect members of the public from the consequences of irresponsible dog ownership. 
 
The consequences for  the community of ir responsible dog owners include: 
 
1. Nuisance due to fouling in public places           
 

                                    
This is by far the biggest public nuisance created by irresponsible dog owners. 
Members of the public detest this nuisance - it is noxious, dangerous and a source of 
diseases to humans including Toxocariasis (blindness in children) and Campylobacter 
(acute gastroenteritis). 
The law is quite specific: do not let your dog foul in a public place and if it does foul 
in a public place you are required to collect and dispose of stools such that the public 
are protected from this nuisance. It is as easy as taking a plastic bag with you every 
time you walk your dog in a public place. 
A number of urban council offices supply pooper-scoobers free of charge. 
 
 
2. Nuisance due to Aggression 
 

 
 
In all cases of dogs showing aggression to people we emphasise that you should seek 
professional veterinary advice immediately. 
Remember that a dog, particularly large dogs, not under effectual control in a public 
place can cause considerable fair and intimation to members of the public. 
 
 
3. Nuisance due to Barking 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
Barking is part of the normal natural behaviour of dogs and as such is accepted by 
everyone. However excessive barking and barking during unsocial hours is not 
acceptable and can constitute a public nuisance. This is a contravention of national 
legislation and the owner of the dog may be prosecuted. 
Most barking problems develop as a result of boredom or excitement in anticipation 
of some pleasure such as feeding time or the return of the owner. Owners frequently 
promote excessive barking behaviour in their dog by responding to it! That is the dog 
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learns that if it barks it will get your attention which, even if it’s a cross shout, is a 
reward as far as the dog is concerned and will thus reinforce the bad behaviour. 
Never  reward inappropriate barking with your attention. 
 
 
4. Nuisance due to Dogs been loose, unattended and not under  effectual control  
    in public places 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
A responsible dog owner will not let its dog roam or loose in a public place – the dog 
must be kept under effectual control at all times when outside of the owners private 
residence. This is a legal requirement and in effect it mean that a dog must be kept on 
a lead at all time when in a public place. 
 
When in a public place it is particular important that dogs are not let loose on greens, 
play areas and beaches. In addition dogs roaming in public places cause a significant 
problem for interference with guide dog training. 
 
5. Nuisance due to L ivestock worry 
 
Dogs when they encounter farm animals that naturally run away from them will quite 
naturally want to chase them. This is called livestock worry. While in many cases the 
dog is simply having fun there is still potential for danger and injury to livestock. This 
is particularly so in the case of pregnant animals - the stress of the chase may cause 
these animals to subsequently lose the pregnancy (abort). 
There is specific provision in legislation for this offence and owners of the land are 
entitled to shoot and possibly kill dogs that worry their livestock. 
NEVER allow your dog to be loose in the vicinity of livestock. 
It is a legal requirement that a dog must be under  effectual control at all times when 
outside of the premises of the owner/the person in charge of the dog. 

 
 
6. Danger  posed by cer tain breeds of dogs 
 
Due to a number of attacks by certain breeds of dogs in the UK legislation was 
introduced in Ireland aimed at minimising the danger associated with these breeds. 
Essential many people are frightened by these breeds of dogs.  
Initially 11 breeds and all crossbreeds thereof were listed as”  restricted” , but in 
the1998 regulations the Bulldog was removed from the list. All crossbreeds of these 
breeds are also included in the “ restricted”  category. 
 
 
When in a public place, these dogs are required to be on a lead, muzzled and 
under  charge of a person over  16 years of age at all times. 

 



 8 

Dogs which require special care 
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7. Specific legal requirements  
 
 A responsible dog owner  will ensure that their  dog is licensed. 

·  All dogs over 4 months of age must be licensed every year . The licence 
currently costs €12.70 and is available from any post office. 

·  Any person who has more than 5 dogs over 4 months of age can obtain a 
General Dog Licence every year. This currently costs €253.95 from the 
General Post Office   

 
 
A responsible dog owner  will ensure that their  dog is identifiable 
I t is compulsory for  all dogs to wear  at all times a means of identification of the 
owner  – a collar  with a disc, badge, nametag. 
 
 
 
Summary:  
 

·  Dog owners must make themselves fully aware of their legal obligations and 
adhere to these. The law often changes and it is a good idea to keep up to date. 
If in doubt seek advice from the Citizens Advice Bureau, local authority dog 
warden service or local veterinary service. 

·  It is important that dog owners keep their  dog under  control in public. In 
fact by not doing so, you are breaking the law. 

·  Legal constraints apply to issues such as fouling and noise. Dogs who bark a 
lot are a nuisance to other people.  

·  Dog owners who have, or who are responsible for an animal that behaves 
aggressive should seek advice from a veterinary surgeon and take special care 
to control the animal. 
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TO AVOID PROBLEMS WITH YOUR DOG WE SUGGEST YOU OBSERVE  
THE FOLLOWING RULES 

 
1. Always contact your veterinary surgeon if your dog’s behaviour worries you and 
especially if they get aggressive. 
 
2. Always observe the responsible dog owner codes, as follows   
The Responsible Dog Owner  Codes: 

1.      Choose a type of dog that is suitable to your circumstances – a cat might be 
a more suitable pet! Your veterinary surgeon will advise you. 

 
2.      Vaccinate and worm your dog regularly. Worming is very important to 

prevent spread of disease to children especially. Your veterinary surgeon will 
advise you. 

  
3.      Sterilise your dog – it is better for their health and helps to reduce the 

number of stray and unwanted dogs in Cork. Your veterinary surgeon will 
advise you. 

 
4.      Toilet train and obedience train your dog as soon as you obtain it. The 

sooner you start and the younger the dog is the better behaved your dog will 
be. 

  
5.      Obtain an annual license for your dog once it is more than 4 months old. 

  
6.      When in a public place you must keep your dog under effectual control at all 

times – in effect this means on a lead – AND your dog must wear a collar that 
bears the owners identity. 

 
7.      Never allow your dog to foul in a public place, especially on pavements, 

greens and other places where children play. If it does foul you must remove 
the stool yourself to protect members of the public from this nuisance. 

  
8.      Never feed your dog from your own table and never allow your dog to sleep 

in your own bed. 
  

9.      Never allow your dog to bark excessively or in a manner or at a time that 
disturbs other people. 

  
10.  Never allow your dog to frighten or endanger other people by aggressive 

behaviour. This includes people passing your property or entering onto your 
property by the normal entry point. You MUST seek professional veterinary 
advice if your dog becomes aggressive. 

  
11. NEVER allow your dog to be alone with young children. Young children do 

not understand dogs and may provoke an attack even by a very friendly dog. 
12. Make proper arrangements for the care of your dog if you are going to be        

away for prolonged periods. 


