Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Mallow Town Council Held on Tuesday 4th May, 2010 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr. Dempsey (In chair)


Cllr. O’Connor



Cllr. Mullally



Cllr. O’Regan



Cllr. Sheehan



Cllr. Kennedy



Cllr. Fitzgerald



Cllr. Griffin

Apologies received from Cllr. Lucey

OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mr. Tom Stritch, Town Manager





Mr. Keith Jones, Town Engineer





Mr. Pat O’Connor, Town Clerk.

At the outset Standing Orders were suspended on the proposal of  Cllr. O’Regan    seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald in order to allow for the consideration of the business of the meeting.
Members and Officials extended sympathy to the wife & family of Pat Owens and acknowledged his contribution over many decades to the business and sporting life of the Town.
A Deputation on behalf of the residents of College Wood addressed the Meeting.  The members of the group included Ger Barrett and Trevor O’Sullivan.
The issues of concern included:

-  Inadequate sight distances at entrances

-  Maintenance of open spaces

-  Vacant houses
-  Completion Bond

Following clarification of a number of issues with Members the Deputation left the Meeting and it was agreed to report on the matter at the June Monthly Meeting.
1.   Minutes 
(a) On the proposal of Cllr. Kennedy seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald the minutes of the April Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 6th April, 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

5.
       Matters Arising
       -  The Town Clerk responded to a query in relation to meeting with Dairygold
· Item 7 – Representation on Mallow Development Partnership was also 

      considered at this time.

       Cllr. O’Regan noted that Sinn Fein was the only political party without 
       representation on the Mallow Development Partnership.  It was agreed on the 

       proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. Dempsey to write to the 

       Chairman John McDonnell requesting that all Members of Mallow Town 

       Council be accommodated on the Partnership.
(b) On the proposal of Cllr. O’Regan seconded by Cllr. O’Connor the minutes of the Traffic Sub-Committee Meeting of Council held on Thursday, 22nd April, 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

2.   Review of Standing Orders
      The Town Clerk advised that arising from the ongoing work to rule sanctioned by  

      Irish Congress of Trade Unions Officials were not available to attend Meetings 

      outside of office hours and that a resolution of Council was require to facilitate 

      Monthly Meetings at an earlier time.  On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded 

      by Cllr. Fitzgerald it was agreed that the Monthly Meeting be held at 3.30pm for 

      the duration of the work to rule.
3.   Managers Orders

      The list of Managers Orders for the month of April was noted.

4.   Planning
      The list of Plannings for the month of April was noted.  A discussion took place 

      on the condition of Mallow Park Hotel.  Members raised concerns in relation to 

      the following:

· Appearance of the external façade

· Rat infestation

· Advertising signage on façade

· Structural condition of the building

     The Town Clerk advised that Notice under the Derelict Sites Act, 1990 had been 

     served on the owner of the building.  The owner had responded through his 

     Solicitor indicating his intention to carry out works to the structure.  However, in   

     subsequent correspondence the timeframe in which these works would be 

     completed was not provided.

6.

      The Town Manager stated that the Council were not aware of any issues relating 
      to the structural stability of the buildings.  It was agreed to refer the matter to the 
      Environment Section, Cork County Council and the Health Services Executive for 

      investigation.
5.  Housing 

     The Town Clerk reported as follows:

· The construction of the 7 no. house scheme at Woodview Drive is now completed and the allocation of tenancies will take place in the current week
· The signing of Contracts for the Pilot Phase of the Refurbishment Programme at Sandfield Estate has been delayed following a request under the Freedom of Information Act relating to the assessment of Tenders and a further objection.  The Town Manager advised on the recent EU  Remedies Directive and the requirement to comply with the Directive in respect of the Refurbishment Contract
6.   Disposal of Land

      On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. Kennedy it was resolved 
      “That We Mallow Mallow Town Council do hereby resolve to dispose of interest 
      in lands adjacent to 24 Duhallow Park, Mallow details of which were circulated to 

      each Member on 23rd April, 2010 pursuant to Section 183 of the Local 

      Government Act, 2001”.
8.  Annual Financial Statement 2008 and Managers Report
     The contents of the Annual Financial Statement 2008 and Managers Report
     were noted.  The Town Clerk responded to query in relation to bad debt provision 
     and agreed to provide details of expenditure incurred in the Capital Account for 
     Professional/Consultant Fees at the June Monthly Meeting. 
9.   Local Government Auditors Report 2008

      The contents of the Local Government Auditors Report 2008 were noted.

10. Approval to Expenditure on Capital Works 2008
      On the proposal of Cllr. O’Connor seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald Capital 
      Expenditure incurred by Cork County Council in 2008 under the Water Services 

      Division was approved.
7.

11.   Parking Controls
(a) It was noted that the public consultation in relation to the Car Park Bye Laws 2010 had been completed and no submissions were received.  On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzgerald seconded by Cllr. Mullally it was resolved that we the Mallow Town Council in exercise of powers conferred on them by Section 10 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 as amended make Bye Laws as to the use of car parks provided by them.
(b) It was noted that the public consultation in relation to the Proposed Extension of Pay Parking Bye Laws 2010 had been completed and the submissions received had been considered.  On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzgerald seconded by Cllr. Mullally it was resolved that we the Mallow Town Council in exercise of powers conferred under Sections 4 & 36 of the Road Traffic Act extend the Pay Parking areas as outlined in the relevant Schedule.
         It was noted that traders in Shortcastle Street had expressed reservations in 

         relation to the proposed loading bay on the street.

12.   Town Engineers Report

        The contents of the Town Engineers Report was welcomed.  The following 

         matters were also considered:

   -   The standard of work under the Grass Cutting Contract for 2010 was 
        noted
   -   Proposals for new Parking and Directional Signage will be presented at  

        the next meeting of the Traffic Sub-Committee

   -    It was noted that the final date for receipt of submissions in relation to the 

        Traffic and Transportation Study was 11th May, 2010

13.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. Dempsey
        Cllr. Dempsey proposed the following:

(a) “That directional signage be allowed for commercial outlets located off 
        Davis Street”.

         This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  The Managers advised that the 

         proposals would not be in compliance with the Town Development Plan and 

         would create a precedent.

8.
14.    Notices of Motion – Cllr. Fitzgerald

         Cllr. Fitzgerald proposed the following:
          (a)  “That a report be given at this meeting on the lighting and road situation at 

                   Hatchery Glen Estate, Carhookeal, Mallow”.

          This motion was seconded by Cllr. Sheehan.  The Town Engineer agreed to 

          report on the matter at the June Monthly Meeting.

15.   Notices of Motion – Cllr. Mullally

        Cllr. Mullally proposed the following:

(a) “That the Council clean up the enclosed area around the pump house on the 

        Kennell Hill and might consider erecting fencing around same to prevent 

        any un-authorised dumping”.

 This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  It was agreed to refer the matter 

 to Mr. Pat Walsh, Senior Executive Engineer, Cork County Council.

16.    Notices of Motion – Cllr. O’Connor           

         Cllr. O’Connor proposed the following:

(a) “That the footpath outside the entrance of No. 57 Beechwood Park be raised 

        to prevent water flowing into the owners house”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  The Town Engineer agreed to investigate the matter.

(b) “That this Council will draw up an action plan with a timescale to rectify 
        seven places about the town (to be identified to the Town Engineer) where 

        wheelchair accessibility is blocked, mainly by raised footpaths”.
This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  The Town Engineer agreed to report on the matter at the June Monthly Meeting.

(c) “That, in order to enhance the appearance of our town, this Council 

        approach the auctioneers to get permission to put art works on display in 

        vacant  on-street shops”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  It was noted that insurance issues may need to be considered.

9.
17. Correspondence

      (a)  Correspondence received from Mr. Ned O’Keeffe TD. was noted.

      (b)  Correspondence received from Ms.Valerie Murphy, Chief Executive, 

            Avondhu Blackwater Partnership Ltd. was noted.  Members expressed 

            disappointment at the decision of Avondhu Blackwater Ltd. not to attend a 

            meeting with the Council.  It was agreed to write to Mr. Sean Hegarty, 

            Chairman requesting that the Board reconsider the matter with a view to 

            attending a meeting later in the year.

      (c)  Correspondence received from Mr. Robert Healy, Grotto Committee was 

             noted.
      (d)  Correspondence received from Celtic Conferences was noted.

      (e)  Correspondence received from Mullingar Town Council was noted.
      (f)  Correspondence received from The John Hewitt Society was noted.
      (g)  Correspondence received from TGR Seminars was noted.
      (h)  Correspondence received from The Institute of Professional Training was 

             noted.
      (i)  Correspondence received from Balbriggan Town Council was noted.
18.  Any Other Business

       -   It was agreed to consider the matter of removal of the trees at the Town Park at 

            the June Monthly Meeting.
· It was agreed to establish the status of the roadway at Shambles Lane with a 

      view to extinguishment of the Public Right of Way.

19.  Votes of Sympathy

       Mrs. Joan Owens, Knoppogue, Mallow on the death of her husband, Pat.
       Margaret & Catherine White, Ballydaheen, Mallow on the death of their mother, 

       Margaret.

       Mr. P.J. Murphy, O’Sullivans Place, Mallow on the death of his mother, Helen.

       Mrs. Valerie O’Mahony, Town View, Mallow on the death of her husband, 

       Donal.

       John & Kathleen Foley, Leaselands, Mallow on the death of their grandson, 

       Daniel.

       Mrs. Agnes Murphy, Town View, Mallow on the death of her husband, Paul.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

_________________________





MAYOR

_________________________

DATED

10.
