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COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHORCAÍ
_____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Proceedings at Meeting of Cork County Council held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Cork on 10th October, 2011. 
I LATHAIR



Comhairleoir T. Lombard, Méara Chontae



Comhairleoiri Ó Colmáin, C. Ó Murchú, Uí Nia, Ó Crualaoch, D. Ó Síocháin, P.G. Ó Murchú, J. Suilleabháin, Mac Coistealbha, Ó Ceallaigh, Ó Burtúin, Mac Craith, Ni Dheasmhumhnaigh, S. Ó Coileán, Ó Baoighil, C. Ó Caoimh, Ó Drisceoil, MacCárthaigh, Ó Floinn, T. Ó Coileán, G. Ó Murchú, Ó Buachalla, Ó Donnagáin, Críod, Ó Cainte, Ó Cochláin, Ó Muimhneacháin, MacGearailt, R. Ó Síocháin, Ó Sé, N. Ó Conchubar, T. Ó Siocháin, Ó hEigeartaigh, Ó Maoilmhichill N. Ó Coileán, Uí Mhuirí, Ní hAonghusa, S. Ó Conchubar, Ó Donnabháin, Ó Muirthile, Ó Laochra, S. Ó Suilleabháin, Ó hEalaithe, C. Ó Suilleabháin.                                     

PRESENT


Councillor T. Lombard, County Mayor presided.

Councillors Coleman, Murphy, Neville, Crowley, D. Sheehan, P.G. Murphy, J. Sullivan, Costello, Kelly, Burton, McGrath, Desmond, J. Collins, Boyle, K. O’Keeffe, O’Driscoll, McCarthy, O’Flynn, T. Collins, G. Murphy, Buckley, Donegan, Creed, Canty, Coughlan, Moynihan, Fitzgerald, R. Sheehan, O’Shea, N. O’Connor, T. Sheahan, Ml. Hegarty, Mulvihill, N. Collins, Murray, Hennessy, S. O’Connor, O’Donovan, Hurley, Leahy, J. O’Sullivan, Healy, C. O’Sullivan.    

County Manager, County Engineer, Senior Executive Officer, Head of Finance
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

1/10-1



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of meeting of the Council held on 26th September, 2011, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

2/10-1


Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor K. Murphy

RESOLVED:

“That the minutes of Special Meeting of the Council held on 27th September, 2011, be confirmed and signed by the Mayor.”

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

3/10-1

TO:
Michael Brennan, former employee, on the death of his brother Jerry.

TO:
Apple Computers Inc., on the death of Steven Jobs, CEO.

TO:
Anita O’Riordan, Planning Department, on the death of her grandmother.
DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT BALYVOURNEY TO COMHLACHT TITHE SOISIALTA AGUS FORBAIRT AN TSULAIN

4(a)/10-1



Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy



Seconded by Councillor P. Desmond

RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the disposal of property as shown hereunder shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified in the notice issued to members dated 26th September, 2011.

DISPOSAL OF 15, 17, 24 & 26 SILVERBIRCH, MONASTERY ROAD, ROCHESTOWN, CO. CORK. 

4(b)/10-1

DISPOSAL OF 34, 35, 38 & 57, FORT HILL, MONEGOURNEY, DOUGLAS, CO. CORK. 

4(c)/10-1

DISPOSAL OF 22 & 29 THE CRESCENT & 8 THE GREEN, LUS AN IME, CLOYNE, CO. CORK. 

4(d)/10-1

DISPOSAL OF 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 & 17 RADHARC AN TUIR, RIVER STREET, CLOYNE, CO. CORK.  

4(e)/10-1

DISPOSAL OF 154, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 & 207 FERNWOOD, GLANMIRE, CO. CORK.   

4(f)/10-1

Planning & Development Acts, 2000 – 2010:

CORK SCIENCE AND INNOVATION PARK

5/10-1

The Manager advised that the Cork Science and Innovation Park has been a priority for the organisation for some time and has significant potential for job creation in the region.  He said that the Elected Members had been very anxious that the Masterplan would be brought before Council as a priority.  The process has been complex and the plan refers to challenges the Council faces to get what it wants for Cork.  He said there were a number of meetings with the relevant Local Area Committees and there was a strong message that Members want the development to happen and his intention would be for it to happen as soon as possible. 

The Manager advised that the Council has fulfilled its input into the project itself and it now has a Business Plan that is being worked on by UCC.  He said that this is a project that can contribute to job creation in the future.

The Manager congratulated the Planning and Engineering staff involved in the preparation of the Plan and said that there needs to be an early start made on the project and to ensure it is deliverable.

Members made the following points:-

· The proposed Science Park is a great opportunity for the Southern region;

· The Plan is the result of co-operation between all parties;

· Meetings with the local Area Committees were very practical;

· Congratulated management and the staff of the Planning Department for their involvement in the Plan;

· The delivery of the Masterplan will be very challenging for the Council;

· The message must go out that the Council will be pressing on with the project with the full support of the Elected Members;

· Thanked the landowners involved in the process for their co-operation;

· This is a very ambitious document for which the Council must take credit;

· Good example of a co-ordinated approach from various agencies in Cork.

The Manager acknowledged Members’ positive comments and said that there has been a good record of partnerships in Cork in the past.  There is now the potential to make something very distinctive. The Manager said he will update Members on a regular basis on the progress of the Masterplan.
On the proposal of Cllr. M. Hegarty, seconded by Cllr. P. Desmond, the Cork Science and Innovation Masterplan was approved.
Financial Business:

RESEARCH REPORT ON ALLOCATIONS TO CORK COUNTY COUNCIL FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND

6/10-1

The Head of Finance referred to the Research Report carried out by Dr. Aodh Quinlivan, Department of Government, UCC, as circulated and made the following points:-

· Cork County has been unfairly treated in the Local Government Fund allocations;

· There have been 16 reviews carried out in Local Government since 1962;

· Proper funding of local authorities has never been addressed;

· There is only a small percentage of taxation going to local government;

· The Local Government Fund increased nationally by 138% but Cork County only received 108%;

· 2011 introduced different levels of reductions and the reduction applied to Cork County Council was the greatest;

· For the period 1997 – 2011 Cork County Council has received 30% less than other local authorities, the report does not identify reasons why.

The Manager said that every year a comparison with other local authorities is done and he took the view that he should seek an independent review of the Council’s allocations, rather than to constantly write to the Department of the Environment seeking an increase.

The Manager said that the purpose is not to suggest that there is a huge amount of Local Government Fund available, it is simply to say that in a different situation Cork County Council should be treated fairly in comparison to other local authorities.  Cork has the highest rate on valuation but because it is a large local authority with a good rate base does not mean it can take a large cut.  He said that the Department should not take the view that Cork County Council can bear a large reduction because of its rate income.

Members commented as follows:-

· Report was considered at the Council’s Corporate Policy Group and it was decided to seek a deputation with the Minister to discuss the flaws in local government funding;

· The analysis speaks for itself, 30% is an enormous difference;

· Credit to the Council that it could continue its business with such a cut;

· The report is damning and proves what Members had believed for a number of years;

· The previous government is directly responsible for damaging the Council;

· Cork County Council should have a fairer distribution of the funding that is available;

· Rate base in Cork County is large and that is a factor taken into account when distributing the fund;

· This report proves that the Council’s allocations have been consistently reduced;

· Concern that Cork County Council is being singled out;

· Previous practice should not continue with new Minister;

· The report will be a critical tool when meeting with the Minister;

· It is necessary now to introduce charges to enable the Council to self fund;

· Council has been penalised for dutifully collecting money;

· The report shows why rates are so expensive for businesses when proper funding is not forthcoming nationally;

· Cork County Council has been an easy target for its good performance;

· Central government should now explain why there has been a 30% reduction.

The Manager said that there needed to be an analysis of the trend done and the Council must now try to influence government and officials to give Cork a fairer share of the fund and to be mindful of the cuts that are being applied. Cork County Council’s next allocation should be treated more equitably.

Reports & Recommendations of Committees:

Corporate Policy Group:

CONFERENCE LIST FOR OCTOBER, 2011

7/10-1



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor D. Canty

RESOLVED:



“That the Conference List for October, 2011, be hereby approved.”

Kanturk Area Committee:

EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – KNOCKACLUGGIN, MEELIN, NEWMARKET, CO. CORK. 

8/10-1



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor N. Buckley

RESOLVED:

“Having considered the proposal to which no objections or representations had been made and having complied with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993, it is hereby resolved:-

i) That this Order be incited as Extinguishment of Public Rights of Way Order No. 2/N/2011.

ii) That the Order and maps be duly signed and sealed by the Council.

iii) That the Order be effective from 10th October, 2011.”
Mallow Fermoy Area Committee:

EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – CANON SHEEHAN PLACE, MALLOW, CO. CORK. 

9/10-1



Proposed by Councillor M. Hegarty



Seconded by Councillor N. O’Connor

RESOLVED:

“Having considered the proposal to which no objections or representations had been made and having complied with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993, it is hereby resolved:-

i) That this Order be incited as Extinguishment of Public Rights of Way Order No. 3/N/2011.

ii) That the Order and maps be duly signed and sealed by the Council.

iii) That the Order be effective from 10th October, 2011.”
Correspondence from Government Departments:

CLOSURE OF MEITHEAL FORBARTHA NA GAELTACHTA

9/10-1

Members noted letter dated 23rd September, 2011, from the Department of Environment, Community & Local Government, in response to Council’s motion of 12th September, 2011, regarding the closure of Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta.

Members made the following points:-

· The Minister is taking a hands off approach with this and he needs to show leadership;

· Local volunteers are working in the area for the last month without pay;

· Legal issues are hampering the process;

· Private companies such as MFG, are outside the remit of the Minister;

· The most logical way to deliver these services is through the local authority;

· This shows a weakness to allow a private company deal with public monies.

It was agreed that the matter would be referred back to the Minister, asking that a more proactive approach would be taken to ensure that the funding for jobs and services in the area would not be lost. 

Notices of Motion:

PIER AT LOWER AGHADA, MIDLETON

10/10-1

Councillor N. Collins proposed, seconded by Councillor M. Hegarty, the following notice of motion:-
“To protect “The Pier” carpark and surrounds at Lower Aghada, Midleton from further erosion, Council report on what funding has been approved by Government, SECAD & others, for this development and when works can be expected to commence.”

Members made the following points:-

· Previous proposals for improvements had very little success;

· Progress was made following a visit by the County Manager and County Engineer to the Pier;

· The pier is in a serious state of disrepair;

· Queried if proposals are receiving funding from national level;

· There is a planning application before Council for the pier, which should be expedited as soon as possible;

· The co-operation of the Port of Cork was welcomed;

· The proposal is important for the whole development of harbour tourism.

The County Engineer advised that following on from his visit with the County Manager, the Council was obliged to close the head of the Pier.  The Council put together a Scheme to renovate the pier and works were designed and tendered for.  He said that €80,000 - €100,000 has been committed for the works and the Council would hope to commence by February or March 2012.  This funding is entirely on the Council’s side and no match funding is available.

The County Engineer also advised that locals want to construct a pontoon structure and if their planning application is successful, the Council will take charge of the pontoon. 

The Manager said that the Council must find funding for this community initiative.  He said the Council needs to deliver Cork Harbour as a product.  He said that the Council must bring a package of areas that contribute to the Harbour experience to Failte Ireland and Aghada Pier would be part of this.  He said that the Cork Harbour story is beginning to gather momentum as an overall tourism product.

CONNNECTION OF THE HIBERNIA TRANSATLANTIC CABLE

11/10-1



Proposed by Councillor K. Murphy



Seconded by Councillor V. Neville

RESOLVED:

“That this Council supports the connection of the Hibernia transatlantic cable to Cork and calls on the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural resources to take all necessary steps to ensure that the connection is put in place as a matter of urgency.”

Members made the following points:-

· Connection to the Hibernia transatlantic cable would put Ireland at the technology hub of connectivity to Western Europe;

· There is little cost involved in the connection;

· Significant work has been carried out at government level to ensure the connection is made;

· The connection would create jobs throughout Munster and would be of great benefit to the whole country;

The Manager said that the Council has been briefed on the issue by the Chamber of Commerce and the Council should support the connection.  He said the connection would be an important addition to infrastructure.  He said that it would be critical for the future development of Munster and Southern Ireland and that the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources should indicate that they will co-fund the connection.
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

12/10-1

TO:
Carrigtwohill GAA on winning the Cork County Senior Hurling Championship.

TO:
Courcey Rovers GAA on winning the County Premier Intermediate Hurling Championship.

TO:
Kinsale GAA on winning the County Intermediate Football Final Championship.

TO:
Valley Rovers on winning the County Premier 2 Minor Football Championship.

TO:
Ballincollig GAA on winning the County Premier 1 Minor Football Championship and the Mid Cork Junior Football Championship. 

TO:
Bandon GAA Club on winning the County Intermediate Hurling Championship.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

13/10-1

Opening of Tenders

The following tenders were opened at the meeting:-

· Douglas Parking Management Contract – 2 no. 

· Development of Masterplan for Spike Island – 6 no. 

· Personal Protective Equipment – 7 no. 

· Cobh Library Emergency Works – 6 no. 

Civic Reception

It was agreed that the Mayor would host a Civic Reception to honour the achievements of GAA Clubs from Bandon, Belgooly, Kinsale and Courcey Rovers.

Restoration of Agricultural Modernisation Schemes

Cllr. F. O’Flynn requested that the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food be written to seeking a response to his previous motion in connection with the restoration of the Dairy Equipment, Water Harvesting and Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes. This was agreed. 
Clean up for Haulbowline

Cllr. J. Mulvihill requested an updated report on the proposed clean up of the former Irish Isapt site at Haulbowline, to include the names of those appointed to the Committee by Minister Simon Coveney.  The Manager said he would revert to Members regarding same.

This concluded the business of the Meeting
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