Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Mallow Town Council Held on 1st March 2010, at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr. Dempsey (In chair)


Cllr. Lucey


Cllr. O’Connor



Cllr. Mullally



Cllr. O’Regan


Cllr. Sheehan


Cllr. Kennedy


Cllr. Fitzgerald



Cllr. Griffin

OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mr. Tom Stritch, Town Manager





Mr. Keith Jones, Town Engineer





Ms. Sheila O’Keeffe, Town Clerk.

On the proposal of the Mayor, seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald, Standing Orders were suspended to allow for sympathy to be extended to Cllr. O’Regan on the recent death of his father.  The Mayor then proposed to return to Standing Orders seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald.  Cllr Griffin was congratulated on his recent joining of the Sinn Fein Party. 
1. Minutes

(a) On the proposal of Cllr. Mullally seconded by Cllr. Lucey, the Minutes 

of the February meeting were confirmed and adopted.


Matters Arising

(a) 
It was confirmed that no date had been arranged for a meeting with Dairygold in relation to Causal Trading.
(b)
Cllr. Lucey requested an update on the entrance to Gouldshill Cemetery.  The Town Engineer confirmed that this matter had been passed to the Area Engineer, Cork County Council
(c)
Cllr. O’Connor spoke of his disappointment at the response from Minister John Gormley to his letter requesting that Mallow Town be withdrawn from the IBAL anti-litter competition.  
(d)
Cllr O’Regan wanted clarification on the location of vacant houses being set aside for the tenants affected by the Sandfield refurbishment scheme.  It was confirmed that all the vacant houses will be located in the south side of the town.

5.

2. Managers Orders

The list of Manager’s Orders for the month of February was noted. 

3. Planning

The list of planning applications for February was noted.  The Town Engineer responded to queries.  
4. Housing

The Town Clerk responded to questions regarding the completion of the seven new houses at Woodview Drive and the location of the vacant houses for the tenants affected by the Sandfield Estate refurbishment scheme.  The Town Engineer commented on a new initiative being set up with the Architects Section regarding the refurbishment of vacant houses owned by Mallow Town Council.  
5. Town Engineer’s Report 
The contents of the Town Engineer’s report were noted and welcomed. The Town Engineer then responded to queries on the following issues:
(a) The Grass Cutting Tender

(b) The investigation of sewers within the town by the use of cameras

(c) The issue of water leaks within the town

(d) The condition of the road at the West End Junction with Park Road

(e) An issue of flooding with one house in Springwood and the seven houses in Woodview Drive

6. Notices of Motion – Cllr. Griffin
(a) ‘That a litter bin be placed near the Basketball Court at Bathview’.  
This motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Regan.  The Town Engineer responded to state that litter bins that were placed in residential areas in the past, had been abused by the public.  He suggested tidying the area on a once-off basis and placing signage in the area.  He also suggested that the Council would research the availability of bins with a smaller opening area for the placement of litter.  It was also suggested that the schools in the area would be written to with regard to the matter  
(b)
‘That a street light be put at the top of Connolly Avenue’

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey and agreed that it would be completed as part of the three year public lighting programme.

6.
7. Notices of Motion – Cllr. Mullally

(a) ‘That this Council consider purchasing or leasing land in the Emmet Street   

area to solve the parking problems in the area’.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  The Town Engineer asked that this motion be deferred for a period.  This was agreed.  

(b) ‘That the dumping of rubbish between The Mews and Cedar Grove, Ballydaheen be investigated’.  

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Lucey.  Cllr. Mullally circulated photographs of the area.  The Town Engineer agreed to have the matter investigated.  

(c) ‘That the Executive of this Council contact the contractors in the Woodview Drive area to repair the gate and car park road surface to the Woodview Community Centre (car park used as builders compound)’.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  The Town Engineer agreed to investigate these matters.
8. Notices of Motion – Cllr. Lucey
(a) ‘That this Council write to Bus Eireann and ask them not to cut Bus Route 366 from a 3 day service on Sunday only and that they continue to service the Cork side of this route’

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally.  A discussion followed on the matter.  It was agreed that the Council would write to the Minister for Transport and to liaise with the Avondhu Group in connection with the Rural Transport initiative
(b) ‘That the bollard adjacent to the disable car park space in front of the church be removed as it is proving to be an obstacle for people using this space’

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and agreed.

(c)
‘That this Council review the towns’ dog fouling policy as a matter of urgency’

7.
This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally.  A discussion followed on the matter.  The Mayor and Cllr. O’Regan spoke of their trip to Youghal to investigate the use of ‘Poop Scoops’ in the town.  A sample of the bag was shown.  It was agreed that the present signage in Mallow Town is too small.  Also, the Council will investigate the sourcing of bags locally and the provision of bigger anti-dog fouling signs.  It is suggested that the first target areas would be Fair Street and Slí na Sláinte Route.
9. Notice of Motion – Cllr. Kennedy
(a) ‘That this Council shall receive a report on the progress made to date, to reconnect the water supply to the Dogs Head’
This motion was seconded by Cllr. Mullally.  The Town Engineer stated that the OPW will deal with this matter as part of their ongoing works in the area.

10. Notice of Motion – Cllr. Sheehan

(a) ‘That this Council investigates the ongoing parking problems experienced by the residents of Spa Terrace, Mallow, and Glenview, Mallow’

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Kennedy.  It was agreed that this matter would be dealt with as part of the public consultation on the proposed extension to the Pay Parking Scheme.  
(b) ‘That this Council states the amount of litter and illegal dumping fines issued for 2009 and the monies accrued from these’

This Motion was seconded by Cllr. Lucey.  A discussion on litter in the town followed.  It was agreed to have a meeting with members of the Tidy Towns Committee to discuss litter issues within the Town

11. Notice of Motion – Cllr. O’Connor

(a) ‘That arrangements be made with the business people in the West End for parking permits or some other such arrangement to enable owners to continue their business in the context of the new parking arrangements’

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey.  A discussion followed.  The Town Engineer stated that all areas within the Town have to be treated equally.  A parking permit system is not appropriate for businesses within the town pay parking area.  The provision of a loading bay will be examined.
8.
(b) ‘That this Council gives a Civic Reception to two members of the Mallow Fire Brigade Service – Mr. Michael Nugent and Mr. Billy Mangan – who are retiring after giving many years of service to the town’

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Dempsey.  A discussion followed.  It was agreed that a general discussion is needed on the protocol for granting a ‘civic reception’.  The matter was deferred to a future meeting.  
Votes of Sympathy

Deputy Ned O’Keeffe, Mitchelstown on the death of his sister.
Mrs. Langford, Beechwood Park, Mallow on the death of her husband Michael.

Mrs. Nell Owens, Cannon Sheehan Place, Mallow on the death of her husband Paddy.

Mrs. Kathleen O’Regan, St. Colmans Place, Buttevant on the death of her husband Tommy.

Mr. Tom Power, Castlelands, Mallow on the death of his wife Deirdre.

Mr. Mark Kent, Fair Street, Mallow on the death of his mother Josephine.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

_________________________ 

MAYOR

_________________________

DATE

9.
