Habitats Directive Appropriate Assessment Screening Determination
This document contains the Habitats Directive Screening Determination of Cork County Council in
respect of works proposed within Ringaskiddy Village. The determination is based on a European
Sites Assessment.
Name & Description of the project:
Public Realm Enhancement of Ringaskiddy Village centre including:
Realigning, modification & reduction of existing road carriageway widths, Provision of raised toucan
crossing points & the relocation of bus stops. Modification & widening of existing paths to facilitate
shared use.
Reconfiguration of existing car parking spaces. The works will also include paving, seating, bike
parking, soft landscaping, drainage, urban trees, lighting, and all associated site works.
The site is located within a urbanised village centre area. The site comprises of some landscaping
comprising of flowerbeds with ornamental species and a row of Trees green area verges & a
scattering of trees within the general area.
The Harbour is located approximately 150m North of the proposed development site.
Cork harbour is a large, sheltered body of marine water with extensive areas of exposed sand and
mud at low tide.

Best practice guidance (DoE, 2009) recommends that all Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the plan
boundary be initially screened for impacts. This is a somewhat arbitrary distance and may be
modified as this process progresses. Within this radius one SAC and one SPA have been identified
from the NPWS website (www.npws.ie). These are shown in figure 1.
The Great Island Channel stretches from Little Island to Midelton and is a part of the Cork Harbour
marine area. It included the estuaries of two rivers, the Owennacurra and Dungourney. The
sheltered conditions to be found here promote the settlement of sediment and so there are
extensive areas of exposed sand and mud (NPWS, 2013). These form the basis for the SAC’s two
qualifying interests (i.e. the reasons why this area is of European importance).

The status given is that of the habitat at a national level and not necessarily that within the Great
Island Channel SAC.
No other Natura 2000 sites are considered to be within the potential zone of influence of the
proposed project. The sites listed above are identified in Figure 1 below relative to the proposed
development site.
Is the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of the sites listed above?
No.
There is no hydrological or other ecological connection linking the development area to any EU site.
Given the sites distance from designated sites, no interventions are proposed within any European
site. The site is located sufficiently distant from designated sites to be satisfied that there is no risk of
activities associated with the project causing disturbance to species which are qualifying interests of
the Natura 2000 sites listed.
Therefore, I am satisfied that the project does not pose a risk of significant adverse effects to the
integrity of any Natura 2000 site, alone or in combination with other plans or projects.
Overall Conclusion
In accordance with Section 177S of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) it is
concluded that the proposed project does not pose a risk of causing significant negative any Natura
2000 site for the following reasons:
•All sites are either located downstream of a European site or there is no hydrological connection or
other ecological connection linking the development area to any EU site;
•No interventions are proposed within any European site; and
•The site is located sufficiently distant from designated sites to be satisfied that there is no risk of
activities associated with the project causing disturbance to qualifying interests of European sites.
It is therefore determined that a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment under Section 177V of the
Planning and Development Act 2000 is not required.

