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Bioloygicul Diversity

Biological diversity means the variety of life. This includes plants, animals, the
habitats in which they live and all the natural activities that link these things
together. It is not just rare or threatened species but includes all living things.
Scientists currently estimate that there is 1.9 million different species of living
things on earth but they also think that this is only a small portion of what is really

out there.

All of us cun help in keeping dll these
species sufe. We don’t have to fravel
to exotic forests or high mountuins; we
cuh uct locdlly to help with the
protection of Irelund’s biodiversity. By
enhcouruying our locul biodiversity in
school gardens it;

e Helps us to learn ubout and enjoy
our Irish wildlife;

e Mukes ull our school visitors und
locdl communities awure of
Ireland’s important biodiversity. This
cun help with people’s uttitude
towards nature;

e Helps to puss on u hedlthy aund
functioning planet to dll the future
generations, U bio-diverse
community is a hedlthy one.

Ecosystems, which are the woodlands,

lakes und dll different habitat types

you cun think of, support us in mMauny
wuys. They provide services thut
protect us from bud weuther events
such as floods. The unimals that
inhabit them pollinate fruit which we
cun then harvest. Insects keep our soils
fertile and full of hutrients so that we
cuh yrow food und other plants.
Cleun uir to breuth is ensured by the
diversity of trees present in muny
different habituts. All these reusons
and a lot more make biodiversity
highly importunt to us having healthy
und huppy lives.

There are lots of ways to encourage
biodiversity in your school gurden. By
followiny some very simple steps you
cun creute muny mini habituts for
communities of bugs, grow mini
woodlands und meadows, attract
many different types of birds und even
invite a mummal or two into your
gurden,
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Moving in...

Hubitats do hot have to be huyge
forests or vust deserts. One of the most
importunt contributors to biodiversity in
woodlunds is deud or decuying wood.
This cun come from fallen or old frees
or from piles left ufter a tree hus been
chopped down. These loys or deud
wood cun provide u mini-habitat for
bugs und insects, mosses, fungi and
different mushroom types, umphibiuns
such as frogs and even some smdaill
mummuals like hedyehoys. It is simple
to muke d loy pile in your yurden und
in doihy so you creute mauny mini
habitats und places for unimals to
feed, rest und eut. Any branches,
pieces of wood or cuttings you have
cun be loosely put toyether in a hot
too shady but hot too sunny ureu to
creute the right conditions for plenty
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of unimuils to Move in.

Loy piles cun be importunt for
biodiversity in o humber of ways. Not
ohly do they provide a hubitat for
animuls but they can provide shelter
for some unimals to hide from
predutors, provide dark und moist
places for fungii und plunts fo yrow on
und buys to hide in. These provide u
food source for birds unhd mammuails
such us hedyehoys. Loy piles und old
wood ure most effective when there is
moisture present so burying some of
them slightly may increuse your
chunces of attracting some visitors.

Similarly, rock piles and ledf piles can
provide shelter for insects, birds,
amphibians and mMammals. They can
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dlso creute moist areus by preventing
the soil surfuce from drying out. Setting
these up is very similar to setting up u
loy-pile. Loosely urranye the rocks or
leaves where they will be duble to
retain some moisture, which meuns
not in direct sunlight!

Use bundles of twiys or bound up
straw in und uround the loy or rock
piles. They will provide resting and
hibernation hideuways for insects.

Even if you cannot muke d loy pile,
you cun muke u simple buy box. You
cun just make a small box out of
wood, put some different sized holes in
the wulls to dllow the buys to get in, fill
it with some old plunt stems and
mount it on d tree or wdlll. It will be un
idedl pluce for insects such us
ladybirds.

Getting wet

You could conhsider building a smuall
fond or wauter feature. You muy then
find insects different from those in your

other mini-hubitats. You will find hew
plants that require certain Moisture
conditions and maybe even some
umphibiuns.
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Height and Light

Veyetdtion in the wild is split info u
number of different layers; the flower
layer is close to the ground with the
shrub layer being higher than that but
not us high us the tree luyer. Credting
different plunt layers in your gurden
cun encouruyge biodiversity us
different insects and other animals
may live ut different levels.

If you don’t huve spuce to huve
different layers in your gurden there is
no heed to worry, us other ways of
attracting different animals can be
used. By using plunts of different sizes
and growth puatterns, you cun creute
areus of light and shude in your
gurden. This meuns that animals that
like shuded areus may live there us
well us unimals that spend more time
in the open. Try und keep yrusses ut
different heights, some short und some
lony. This will create u wider variety of
gruss habitat for insects. You cun
make the most of the spuce you have
by planting some creeping plants near
wdlls or on u trellis - Gardens cun yo
up us well us spreud ouf!

Invite birds into your garden
with these food species
(some are good for insects too!)

e Brumble e Holly
o Crub Apple e Elder
e Hawthorn e Broom
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By planting a wildflower meudow or u
border of flowerinyg plants you might
enhcouruye some butterflies and other
insects info your garden. Try to plant
species thut are rich in hectur or
pollen und you will uttfract more
insects. By planting species which are
rich in berries und seeds you will
uttract more bird species.

When planting, muke sure you plant
native species of flowers, grasses,
shrubs und trees. Using nutive species
meuns they will be more suited to your
soils und will prevent the spreud of
species that are hot welcome here.

Bring in some insects
with these species

e Devils-bit Scubious
e Common hettle

o Thistle species

e Honheysuckle

Even without plunting you cun
enhcouruyge un increuse in biodiversity
by leaving a ‘wild corner’ in your
gurden. By leaving plunts grow to
different sizes without cutting und
manaying them you leave plenty of
mini habitats for small creatures und
insects.

Flying visits

Building bird tubles or bird boxes will
attract the bird species to your garden
dlso. To invite in some more flying
creutures you cun put up some but
boxes. Mdke sure your bird boxes do
hot fuce into direct sunlight and are
sheltered from the ruin to provide the
best homes for visiting birds. Hopefully
you will see your boxes occupied in
the Spring by hew families of birds.

To uttract different types of birds to
your gurden you cun provide different
types of food. Nuts, seeds, fruit, some
kitchen scraups und even some fut
from cooking will attract different bird
types. Maybe you cun do u weekly
smull collection of food from home in
your cluss, or muke some feeders? Just
muke sure und move the feediny
spofts regularly to avoid aguinst an
uhwelcome visitors.

Some two winged visitors
you might attract

o Wren e Robin eSony Thrush
e Bluckbird e Goldfinch  eGreenfinch
e Chuffinch e Blue fit o Siskin
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Birdwatch Ireland have an easy to
follow fuctsheet on buildiny bird boxes
oh their website und have lots of
advice und tips on feediny birds too!
www.birdwatchireland.ie

But Conservution Irelund have
guidelines for building but boxes on
their website under ‘publications’.
www.batconservationireland.org

Unwanted guests

Some insects und buys might seem
like unwunted guests in your gurden.
They muy feed on some of the plunts
that estublish themselves in your
habitats. Pesticides that are used to Kill
off unwunted insects ure hot yood for
biodiversity and will cause un upset in
the nuturdl bulunce of your gurden.
You cun however control unwunted
invaders haturdlly with species that will
feed on them. This in turn will increuse
your biodiversity value! Greenfly can
form huyge populdtions in a garden
and edt their way through your
veyetubles und delicute plants. Other
buys und smull creatures such us
ladybirds aund lucewinys feed on these
and keep them under control. The
buy boxes und straw bunches are
perfect hubitat for these feeders und
they will help keep your nusties ut u
controlluble level. Hedgehoys too cun
be u gredt friend to the yurdener us
they love to eut sluys.

There dre certuin species of plunts
that are not native fo Ireland which
cun uctudlly cuuse u decreuse in
biodiversity. These plants should hot be
plunted as they spreud eusily in the
wild because they have no haturdl
predutors to control them. This meuns
that they cun outcompete our own
native species for light and spuce.

Do not plunt these dliens!
e Himalayan balsam
e Pot marigold
¢ Yellow coryddilis
o Sticky groundsel
o \Water primrose
e Pennywort

These are just examples so mMake sure
and check
www.invasivespeciesireland.ie
if you are unsure.,
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Habitats for biodiversity

Many of these methods ure bused
around creating ‘mini-habitats’,
Generdilly if you have more mini-
habituts in your gurden you will find
more bio-diverse communities of
animuals. Mini-habitats creute different
hiches for animails o live in. Think
ubout creutinyg hubituts such us u
hedyerow, u meudow, d mini
woodland, u stone wdll or a pond for
exumple.

Learn More
www.batconservation.org
Information on Irelunds bat species und their conservation.

www.birdwatchireland.ie
Lots of information on Irelands birdlife. The kids zone section of the website has
eusy to follow information and instructions ubout feeding garden birds.

www.greenschoolsireland.org hus lotfs of information about biodiversity in
gurdens us well us biodiversity generdily.

www.heritagecouncil.ie
Downloud Eunnu Ni Lumhnas Wild Things ut School Booklet und explore the
Heritage In Schools Programme on this website.

www.noficenature.ie
Access the notice nuture junior puge for lots of informaution ubout Irelunds
biodiversity.

www.wildflowersofireland.net
A brilliunt resource showcusing Irelunds wild flowers by seuson aund colour.

www.geneticheritageireland.ie/growingwild/
Some yood fips on eco friendly gurdening und ygetting your wild gurden started.
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County Council

Combhairle Contae Chorcai

Prepared by Cork County Council Heritage
Unit as un uction of the Cork County
Biodiversity Action Plun, 2012. Photos kindly
provided by Clare Heardman, Terry O'Regun
and Sedn Cusey.

This leuflet cun be dowhnlouded from
www.corkcoco.ie/herituge



