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1. Background  

East Tip 

Football Pitch 

Naval Dockyard 

Former Steel 
Processing Site 

Naval  HQ 



1. Background  

 1938  - Steelworks opened    
 - Plan area of Haulbowline Island 23.5 ha 
 

 2001 - Irish Ispat ceased operation   - 
 - Plan area of Haulbowline Island 34.9 ha 
 

 Increase relates mainly to expansion of East Tip – 9 
ha 
 

 East Tip consists generally of waste generated during 
steel work process 



Slag 63.5% 

Source: Environment Assessment of East Tip Area of Haulbowline Island, WYG 2008  

Slag Waste (Non-Hazardous) 
Slag material is formed in the steelmaking process when calcium 
oxide (lime) is added to the steel making furnace to absorb impurities 
in the scrap metal such as clay, rock and concrete fragments.  



Slag 63.5% 

Refractories 15.3% 

Source: Environment Assessment of East Tip Area of Haulbowline Island, WYG 2008  

Refractories (Non-Hazardous) 
Refractories consist mostly of bricks that were used for lining the 
steel vessels. The bricks used depended on their thermal resistance 
and chemical properties.  



Slag 63.5% 

Refractories 15.3% 

Millscale 13.4% 

Source: Environment Assessment of East Tip Area of Haulbowline Island, WYG 2008  

Millscale  (Potentially Hazardous) 
Millscale is formed during oxidisation of steel in process, where 
material is removed from the steel and washed via flumes with water 
into a collection pit. The millscale contains some hydrocarbons due 
to oil/greases from process machinery. 



Slag 63.5% 

Refractories 15.3% 

Millscale 13.4% 

Scrap Metal 6.5% 

Source: Environment Assessment of East Tip Area of Haulbowline Island, WYG 2008  

Scrap Metal (Non-Hazardous) 
There is waste scrap metal that that was dumped across the site 
within the slag material.  



Slag 63.5% 

Refractories 15.3% 

Millscale 13.4% 

Scrap Metal 6.5% 
Top Soil.01% 

Refuse Waste .05% 

C & D .05% 

Furnace/Flu .05% 

Sludge .99% 

Source: Environment Assessment of East Tip Area of Haulbowline Island, WYG 2008  

Sludge (~1%) (Hazardous) 
Oil, greases and hydraulic fluids from the steel making machinery 
was collected with the mill scale in tanks known as clarifiers. Each 
summer the sludge material from these clarifiers was removed to the 
East Tip. There are no records as to where these sludge pits were 
buried.  
Furnace Flue Dust (~ <0.1%) (Hazardous) 
Most flue dust was pelletised due to the high lead content and 
exported to the UK for recycling. There are anecdotal indications that 
some of the dust was buried on the East Tip waste material.  
Refuse Waste (~ <0.1%) (Non-Hazardous) 
It is reported that refuse waste was deposited on the East Tip 
Construction and Demolition Waste (~ <0.1%) (Non-Hazardous) 
It is reported that construction and demolition waste was deposited 
on the East Tip from the steelworks site and navy base.  
Topsoil (~ 0.01%) (Non-Hazardous) 
There is a stockpile of topsoil on-site that was imported with the aim 
of moving the navy pitch northwards.  

December  2007 – June 2008 
Site excavations carried out on East Tip and sludge removed and 
exported for disposal.  18,000m3 material removed in total. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Slag 63.5% 

Refractories 15.3% 

Millscale 13.4% 

Scrap Metal 6.5% 
Top Soil.01% 

Refuse Waste .05% 

C & D .05% 

Furnace/Flu .05% 

Sludge .99% 

Source: Environment Assessment of East Tip Area of Haulbowline Island, WYG 2008  

Naval Football Pitch 
1984 section of East Tip was reclaimed for use as football pitch 



1. Background  

 24 no. reports have been collated by CCC and 
are currently being reviewed. 

 Huge body of information pertaining to the site in 
existence. 

 Most prominent reports relating to site are the 
2005 and 2008 reports produced by WYG. 

 
 





1. Background  

 24 no. reports have been collated by CCC and 
are currently being reviewed. 

 Huge body of information pertaining to the site in 
existence. 

 Most prominent reports relating to site are the 
2005 and 2008 reports produced by WYG. 

 “no identified risk to the residential inhabitants of 
Cork Harbour associated with the presence of 
waste materials on the East Tip” WYG, 2008 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 
 
 
 

 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 
 
 
 

 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 
 

• Health & Safety Documents finalised 26th October 
 - Health and Safety Responsibilities of Client 
 - Health and Safety Guidance Document 
 - Health Risk Assessment Report 
 
 

 
 
 

 

• Appropriate Assessment Screening Statement 
finalised 26th October 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 

Cork County Council 
Haulbowline Island East Tip 

Appropriate Assessment of a) back-filling of breach in 
seawall & b) site investigation work 

October 2011 

Conclusion 
As  noted the  current 
Screening Report deals  with  
a)  backfilling the  seawall 
breach and  b) permeability 
testing. Based upon the 
above assessment the 
proposed works will not 
result in negative impacts on 
the conservation objectives 
of either Great Island Channel 
SAC or Cork Harbour SPA. The 
assessment does not 
therefore need to progress to 
Stage 2. 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 
 

• Health & Safety Documents finalised 26th October 
 - Health and Safety Responsibilities of Client 
 - Health and Safety Guidance Document 
 - Health Risk Assessment Report 
 

• Appropriate Assessment Screening Statement finalised 
26th October 
 

• Environmental report prepared in accordance with Article 
2 (3) of EIA Directive 85/337/EEC - finalised 27th October 
 
 

 
 

 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 

Conclusions 
The proposed sea breach 
emergency works will break the 
linkage between the sea water and 
the excavations on the East tip and 
eliminate any potential of 
contamination to the local 
environment occurring due to this 
linkage. 
In terms of the work being an 
‘exceptional case’ under Article 
2(3) the failure to progress these 
works is likely to present the risk of 
contamination of surface water 
though periodic flooding of the 
East Tip during high tide and/or 
storm events. 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 
 

• Health & Safety Documents finalised 26th October 
 - Health and Safety Responsibilities of Client 
 - Health and Safety Guidance Document 
 - Health Risk Assessment Report 
 

• Appropriate Assessment Screening Statement finalised 
26th October 
 

• Environmental report prepared in accordance with Article 
2 (3) of EIA Directive 85/337/EEC - finalised 27th October 
 

• Design Specification finalised 21st October  
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2. Repair of Sea Breach 
 

• Health & Safety Documents finalised 26th October 
 - Health and Safety Responsibilities of Client 
 - Health and Safety Guidance Document 
 - Health Risk Assessment Report 
 

• Appropriate Assessment Screening Statement finalised 26th 
October 
 

• Environmental report prepared in accordance with Article 2 (3) 
of EIA Directive 85/337/EEC - finalised 27th October 
 

• Design Specification finalised 21st October  
 
• Tenders submitted 28th October 
 

•Works commenced 15th November & completed 21st November 
 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 



2. Repair of Sea Breach 

Aerial Photography 
courtesy of SkyTec Ireland 



3. Website  
www.corkcoco.ie/haulbowline 







  





4. Update on Phases I – IV  
as presented on 09/09/2011  

 
• Review of historical data – on going.   
 

• Procurement of consultants – on going 
 
 



Procurement 
  

• Framework to be put in place. 
 

• Achilles Procurement Consultants retained to assist 
with procurement process – 15th September. 
 

• Lot 1: Multi-Disciplinary Environmental Advisory 
Services (1 no. consultant selected) 

 
• Lot 2: Multi-Disciplinary Environmental Consultancy 

and Design Services (5 consultants to be listed) 
 

 



Cork County 
Council 

Project Manager  

Lot 1 
Competition for multi-

disciplinary environmental 
advisory services. 

1 no. consultant selected   

Lot 2 
Competition for multi-disciplinary environmental 

consultancy and design services. 
5 no. consultants will be listed on framework 



Procurement 
  

• Framework to be put in place. 
 

• Achilles Procurement Consultants retained to assist with  
procurement process – 15th September. 
 

• Lot 1: Multi-Disciplinary Environmental Advisory Services 
 (1 no. consultant selected) 
 
• Lot 2: Multi-Disciplinary Environmental Consultancy and 

Design Services (5 consultants to be listed) 
 

• Notice published 14th October,  PQQ deadline 9th November. 
 

• Envisaged that SI will commence in January 
 



Update on Phases I – IV  
as presented on 09/09/2011  

 
• Review of historical data – on going.   
 

• Procurement of consultants – on going. 
 

• Consultation with EPA – on going. 
 

• Topographical survey – completed. 
 

• Geo-physical survey – initial phase completed. 
 

 







Update on Phases I – IV  
as presented on 09/09/2011  

 
• Review of historical data – on going.   
 

• Procurement of consultants – on going 
 

• Consultation with EPA – on going 
 

• Topographical survey – completed. 
 

• Geo-physical survey – initial phase completed. 
 

• Design of site investigation programme – completed 
 

 



5. Site Visit to Ravenscraig 
 

 
•Former steelworks site that has undergone regeneration. 
 

•Developed a Secure Containment Facility (SCF). 
 

•Design solution relevant to East Tip. 
 

• Works programme took 12 months. 
 

• Planning and Waste Licensing process took 18 months. 
 

• Consideration of future use/potential essential from outset. 
 

 
 

 





Aon Cheist? 
Des Questions? 
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