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L101Exis ng Vegeta on

1. Reference has been made to the Tree Survey Reports by Cunnane Stra on Reynolds (Apr 
2018) and South of Ireland Tree Surveys (Dec 2017) for assessment of trees carried out on 
adjacent lands.
2. Numbers refer to exis ng metal iden fica on tags s ll visible on trees.

1:500 A

EXISTING VEGETATION SUMMARY
The site has a sense of being framed by tree canopies, but the vast majority 
of trees are located beyond the site boundary.  Only 3 no. trees reside 
within the site.  All are near the site entrance.
2 no. recently planted Oaks appear to be installed as part of avenue 
plan ng.  They are able to be li ed and transplanted un l 2026.  
The third tree is a large Crabapple located at the end of a former hedgerow 
containing mature Sycamore, Ash and Holly.  It is an extremely tall specimen 
for this variety of tree.  It has a tall canopy and has likely grown in 
compe on with other trees, extending upward for the light.  It has a split 
trunk, which is not unusual but is less than ideal for longevity.  It shows signs 
of being over-mature, but is s ll producing a large crop of fruit (Sep 2023).  
It’s reten on is desirable.
The roots of mature trees along the southern and western boundaries likely 
enter into the site.  Consequently, tree protec on measures should be 
installed to protect the bulk of the root mass, prior to the commencement 
of construc on.  This protected zone shall be free from changes to ground 
levels including excava ons, filling or storage of materials.

Image of the 3 trees at the site entrance 
that are within the site boundary.
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2 no. Oak (Quercus robur) 
installed as nursery stock 
(10-12cm girth) within the last 2 
seasons; transplantable un l 2026

Veteran Crabapple (Malus sylvestris); 
previously included as part of a larger tree 
group 10; as an individual specimen it is 16m 
tall with a 600mm dia. girth;
over-mature, fair condi on, Category B

Cluster of semi-mature trees on school grounds 
(installed during school construc on); Birch, 
Rowan and Sycamore

Semi-mature treelines on school grounds 
(installed during school construc on), 
single row planted dense; Birch and Cherry

Tree group beyond site boundary 
consis ng of Sycamore and Ash, 
with a quality Holly understorey

3 no. veteran 
Beech trees, 
Category A

Tree group beyond site boundary 
consis ng of veteran Beech and 
Sycamore (Ash removed)

Tree roots here already 
compromised by previous 
wall construc on

Temporary tree protec on fencing 
to be installed 4.0m from exis ng 
weld mesh fence line, extending to 
5.0m approaching Crabapple

Root Protec on Area (RPA) of these trees 
unlikely to extend into site; no addi onal 
protec on required

Red line boundary at school follows exis ng 
weld mesh fenceline, serving as temporary 
tree protec on measure

Early mature, mul -stem Sycamore appearing as 3 trees, 
9m tall; likely self-seeded; one stem lies on the site 
boundary while the others are outside the boundary

4m

5m

site boundary

site boundary

Young Oak, Beech and Maple 
installed within last 2 years

Temporary tree protec on fencing to be 
installed 4.0m from exis ng weld mesh fence 
line (which is typically offset 2m from trunks)

4m

Internal site has been used as a 
construc on depot and classified as

ED3 - Recolonising Bare Ground
transi oning at the fringes to

GA1 - Improved Agricultural Grassland 

2 new Oaks

Crabapple
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subsurface 
a enua on tank 
(refer Eng dwgs)

BIODIVERSITY FEATURE 1
Urban Woodland integrated into meandering 
walk; na ve tree species, but no shrubs (to 
ensure good visibility); complemented by 
na ve bulb and Ivy understorey for ground 
level habitat
66 no. na ve trees including:
4 no. Alder  6 no. Wild Cherry
12 no. Silver Birch 2 no. Scots Pine
12 no. Downy Birch 6 no. Oak
5 no. Hazel  5 no. Rowan
5 no. Hawthorn 3 no. Yew
6 no. Crabapple

TREE PLANTING LEGEND
(131 no. semi-mature and advanced trees)

Tree Name
Alnus glu nosa (Alder, 10-12cm)
Betula pendula (Silver Birch, 8-10cm)
Betula pubescens (Downy Birch, 8-10cm)
Corylus avellana (Hazel, mul stem 200/250cm)
Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn, 8-10cm)
Malus domes ca (Irish Heritage Apple trees)
Malus sylvestris (Flowering Crabapple, 16-18cm)
Malus sylvestris (Flowering Crabapple, 10-12cm)
Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine, 150/175cm ht.)
Populus tremula (Aspen, 12-14cm)
Prunus avium (Na ve Cherry, 10-12cm)
Quercus robur (Pedunculate Oak, 16-18cm girth RB)
Quercus robur (Pedunculate Oak, 10-12cm girth BR)
Salix caprea (Goat Willow, 200/250cm ht.)
Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan, 10-12cm)
Taxus baccata (Yew, 100/125cm ht.)
Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’ (Small-Leaved Lime, 12-14cm)

Abbrev
AG
BP1
BP2
CA
CM
MD
MS1
MS2
PS
PT
PA

QR1
QR2
SC
SA
TB
TC

TB

QR1

MS1

QR2

TC

TC

QR2

QR1

AG

TC

QR1 QR2 Accessible path to development 
(max. 1:20), concrete, 2.0m wide

(e) tree cluster on 
school grounds

(e) wall and pier on 
school grounds

(e) public footpath, 
conc., 1.8m wide

(p) boundary wall and entry wall 
meet back of (e) school pier

(p) low stone wall as countryside 
gateway feature, 0.9m high(p) low stone entry wall meets 

(e) sod/stone ditch

(e) boundary trees fully retained 
with (p) entry road offset beyond 
tree Root Protec on Area (RPA)

Avenue tree plan ng reflects 
exis ng woodland species with 
the addi on of na ve Oak; offset 
2m from road at 8m centres

Supplemental screen tree plan ng to 
boundary where there is a gap in plan ng at 
the school (linked to Urban Woodland and 
included in numbers)

(e) Birch tree row on school grounds

PUBLIC AMENITY EAST (125 sq.m.)
Central social square catering to a variety of ages and 
interest; components include:
- 2 no. seat benches framed in perennial pollinator 
plan ng bed
- 6 no. apple trees as public orchard, fostering food 
educa on and social interac on
- natural play area; level grass square with 3 no. boulders 
and honed tree trunk for natural play, yet also suitable as 
hangout elements for teenagers
- area enclosed by evergreen Heather hedge with winter 
flower and off-season nectar 

Secondary layer of filter tree plan ng to all private rear 
gardens facing the school; small-medium canopies
6 no. Cherry (gardens with individual trees)
5 no. Crabapple (gardens with two trees)
5 no. Rowan (adj. to Crabapple)

Rear gardens separated by mber panel fencing on 
concrete posts; 1.8m high

All private rear gardens to receive a pa o laid to paving 
flags, 2.4m x 3.2m

PUBLIC AMENITY WEST (600 sq.m.;, 180 sq.m. ac ve)
Ac ve amenity space overlooking the heritage woodland; 
components include:
- 2 no. accessible picnic tables in composite materials; 
free-draining compacted gravel surface
- 6x20m level grass area for sports and ac ve play
- area framed by evergreen Hebe hedge with summer 
flower, 0.8m high; accommodates changes in eleva on to 
provide a level grass area; while crea ng separa on to the 
car park and residences

BIODIVERSITY FEATURE 2
Landscape SuDS component and habitat zone 
designed as a damp meadow; area collects car 
park, footpath and adjacent roof stormwater, 
filtering and a enua ng to reduce impact on 
storm system (overflow discharge into system)
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End of cul-de-sac planted with evergreen hedge 
(Viburnum nus) as AIPP pollinator plant and 
buffer to school

Private parking bays laid to select coloured concrete 
unit pavers, herringbone pa ern

Private pedestrian walks and front door landings laid to 
select coloured concrete unit pavers

Bin Store structure with front face access, 
refer Arch dwgs.

Rear garden access laid to 1.0m wide concrete path, typ.

(e) weld mesh fence to boundary 
retained as-is

Exis ng mul -stem Sycamore tree, 
1 no. stem removed to facilitate 
proposed boundary wall

Proposed block wall meets exis ng block wall for 
seamless transi on Concrete block wall with precast 

concrete cap erected to northern 
boundary, 2.0m high; exis ng chainlink 
fence le  as-is (outside ownership lands)

(e) weld mesh fence removed; 
proposed grass area integrated 
with adjacent grass area

Proposed footpath 
connects with exis ng

(e) weld mesh fence 
removed for unified amenity 
spaces and habitat benefit

Bike parking bay under 
shelter, refer Arch dwgs.

Adjacent woodland 
retained with development 
buffer zone picnic

level
grass

sea ng

play

bikes

bins

Edge of amenity meets exis ng 
grades within 200mm for 
minimal impact on tree RPA

+21.7

+21.5

Parkland tree plan ng with 
similar species as exis ng, 
introducing na ve Oak

Bin Store, refer Arch dwgs

Secure Bike Store; refer Arch dwgs.

Block wall to public realm, typ. at all 
private garden interfaces; 2.0m high with 
conc. cap and mber gate

Communal car parks installed as 
home-zones with coloured paving 
driving lane; refer DMURS report

(e) boundary retaining wall 
with fence retained as-is

(e) new trees in adj. estate

Front of house plan ng beds installed 
with high-pollinator shrubs following 
AIPP (All-Ireland Pollinator Plan) 
guidelines and plan ng schedules; 
modified at each house depending on 
orienta on and exposure

New block wall begins at exis ng 
retaining wall/fence, to separate 
public realm from private rear garden

Bin Store enclosure, refer Arch dwgs.

(e) Crabapple tree retained

(e) footpath modified with 
dished kerbs, tac le warning 
paving added

Pole light (orange dot), 
typ.

(e) weld mesh fence along 
hedgerow removed for open 
amenity and habitat benefit

CA

TB

TBCM

(p) conc. post and panel fence 
erected to inside of exis ng retaining 
wall, 1.8m high 

(e) trees retained

Secondary layer of filter tree plan ng 
to bo om of slope in rear gardens
4 no. Silver Birch
4 no. Downy Birch

BP2

BP1

BP2

BP1

BP2

BP1

BP2

BP1

1:50
1:2

Rear gardens installed as terraces with level 
pa o/lawn, then steps down 1m to lower level

0.9m weld mesh fence to half of 
level lawn for ball containment

bi
ke

s
(e) tree row on school grounds

(p) conc. post and panel fence erected to 
inside of exis ng boundary fence, 1.8m high 

(e) weld mesh fence to boundary retained as-is

(e) weld mesh fence to boundary retained as-is

At interface between private rear gardens and school - 
new conc. post and panel screen fence erected to 
inside of exis ng boundary fence, 1.8m high 

bins

bins

low
 hedge

grass
slope

PA

PA

PA

PA

PA

MS2

SA

MS2

SA

MS2

SA

MS2

SA

MS2

SA

Trees in rear gardens are shorter than Birch trees on 
school grounds and different species, for climate 
adaptability

SA

Galvanised metal rail to edge of path, 
1.1m high

Low retaining wall (max. 600mm ht.) begins here; 
blockwork with sand/cement finish, 25 lin.m.

L1

L1

SECTION



F o r e s t b i r d      D e s i g n
landscape architecture       landscape planning       environmental design

Alting Cottage, Ballybranagh
Cloyne, County Cork
tel: 0857410232
www.forestbirddesign.com

Job no. Drawn by
2305 MW

Scale Date Status
21.NOV.2023 PLANNING

Job Title
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT
AN TAMHNAIGH, CLONAKILTY, CO. CORK

Client
-

Drawing Set
LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE

Drawing Title

Revision

Drawing No.

Notes

L103Entry Path Sec on L1

1. For loca on of sec on on plan and for full plan ng schedule, refer drawing L102.

SECTION L1 - THROUGH ENTRY PATH LANDSCAPE

BIODIVERSITY FEATURE 1 - URBAN WOODLAND CONCEPT
Part of achieving a net biodiversity gain involves the introduc on of a copse of mixed 
na ve woodland on the entry embankment.  It would form a quality link between the 
exis ng east and west boundary trees, allowing birds and insects to safely commute 
between the varying tree clusters.  
In providing a woodland in an urban/suburban context, safety and management are 
also primary concerns.  The ‘urban’ woodland contains only a canopy layer and a 
low-level groundcover layer.  There are no mid-level shrubs.  This allows good visibility 
through the woodland, allowing users to feel safe.  In addi on to the biodiversity 
benefits of a na ve Ivy groundcover, it is evergreen and easy to manage.  The addi on 
of na ve Bluebells adds a spring me nectar source and the lack of mid-layer supplies 
the bulbs with the right amount of light to thrive.
With elevated houses, the woodland makes strong visual filter and a pleasant 
transi onal walk to the estate.

Reference image of visibility through woodland and low 
groundcover, with clear stems to 1.8m.  Proposals are 
less dense than this.

Na ve groundcover plan ng max. 300mm high; Ivy with Bluebells

1:100 A

Reference images of proposed groundcover. (le ) Ivy makes an evergreen mat 
good for weed suppression and autumn nectar. (right) Bluebells will rise above 
Ivy in Spring for an a rac ve na ve pollinator carpet.

Concrete footpath, 2.0m wide, 1:20 gradient, typ.

Mixed na ve tree plan ng, installed with 1.8m clear stems for 
through visibility, refer dwg. L102 for species; no mid-level shrubs

2-3 trees

2 trees

Grass slopes, typ. 1:15
good

intervisibility

long-range views
so ened by 4-5 layers of 

tree canopy

A enua on Tank (refer Eng. dwgs.)

0 0.5 1 5m1:100 2 3 4

+15.65

+16.60

+17.45

+18.00

+20.35 20.30+GFL 20.50

Blockwork retaining wall, sand/cement finish, 
max. height 0.6m

Galvanised rail

House E3/F2
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L104Green Infrastructure

1. For landscape proposals and plan ng schedule, refer drawing L102.
2. For assessment of exis ng landscape assets and proposed protec on and removals, refer 
drawing L101.

N/A A

The zoned lands at the west end of Clonakilty town are bounded by 
new development, including a Gaelscoil and the Beechgrove housing 
estate. It is a greenfield site classified as Improved Agricultural 
Grassland GA-1, (Refer Ecological Impact Assessment Chapter 5). 
However, it has recently been used as a construc on depot, 
diminishing the extent of grassland.  Mature tree clusters frame the 
western and southern edges of the site, but lie beyond the site 
boundary.  The degree of biodiversity is limited and no flora or fauna 
sensi vi es have been iden fied.

Chapter 14 (Green Infrastructure and Recrea on) and Chapter 15 
(Biodiversity and Environment) of the Cork County Development Plan 
2022-28 contain objec ves for incorpora ng green and blue 
infrastructure into new residen al development.  These have been 
cross-referenced with the Cork Co Co guidance document Biodiversity 
and the Planning Process.  The most per nent of these objec ves are 
outlined below.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Objec ve GI 14-1: Green and Blue Infrastructure

f) Achieve a net gain in green infrastructure through the protec on and 
enhancement of exis ng assets and through the provision of new green 
infrastructure, as an integral part of the planning process.

With no trees on site and limited grassland regenera on, there are no 
direct exis ng assets.  There are however, incidental assets.  The root 
zones of the mature boundary trees extend into the site and are 
considered to be of high importance for protec on.  The scheme is 
inten onally designed with setbacks to these trees and protec on 
fencing during construc on stage (refer dwg. L101).

Proposed plan ng includes 131 no. new semi-mature and advanced 
trees.  124 trees are na ve, with 7 acclima sed Lime trees for climate 
change adaptability and pollinator benefits iden fied in the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.  The result is a far greater diversity than 
what is currently offered on site.  Combined with several hundred 
pollinator shrubs, the green infrastructure gain is a net posi ve.

In terms of blue infrastructure, there are no exis ng field drains or 
areas of collected water.  When the ground is saturated, stormwater 
sheets off the site.  Blue improvements include a depressed meadow 
at the north end of the site, to filter and a enuate some surface 
water, reducing impact on the public storm system.

Objec ve BE 15-8: Trees and Woodlands
d) Ensure that development proposals do not compromise important trees 
and include an appropriate level of new tree plan ng.
e) To protect mature trees/groups of mature trees and mature hedgerows 
that are not formally protected under Tree Preserva on Orders.

Objec ve BE 14-6: Public / Private Open Space Provision
b) Promote the provision of high quality, accessible and suitably 
propor oned areas of public open space and promote linking of new open 
spaces with exis ng spaces to form a green infrastructure network.

The scheme provides a mix of passive and ac ve public amenity 
totaling over 12% of the site area (Part 14.5.11).  The open spaces are 
fully accessible, well overlooked and designed to be inclusive across 
age ranges and ac vity interests.  The western amenity takes 
advantage of the borrowed landscape with an instant woodland 
backdrop, allowing amenity users the sense of escape from an 
urbanised environment.

When designing the physical and visual interac on between the site 
amenity and adjacent tree clusters, considera on was also given to 
improving biodiversity links.  Large private gardens are being 
provided, resul ng in the spa al ability to plant trees on private 
ground.  These trees reinforce habitat links between the two adjacent 
woodland clusters by providing a commu ng route for fauna.

Addi onally, a new na ve woodland finger is introduced at the entry 
drive.  Increasing biodiversity in its own right, it also provides a future 
habitat link between the mature tree clusters of the western and 
southern boundaries and the newly planted tree row on school 
grounds along the east boundary.

The combina on of these designed solu ons provides a quality 
long-term framework to enhance the green infrastructure network.

Objec ve BE 15-6: Biodiversity and New Development
c) Requiring the incorpora on of primarily na ve tree and other plant 
species, par cularly pollinator friendly species in the landscaping of new 
developments.
f) Ensuring that the implementa on of appropriate mi ga on (including 
habitat enhancement, new plan ng or other habitat crea on ini a ves) is 
incorporated into new development, where the implementa on of such 
development would result in unavoidable impacts on biodiversity - 
suppor ng the principle of biodiversity net gain.

The urban woodland linking the southern and eastern boundaries will 
be 100% na ve.  A small percentage of non-na ve acclima sed 
species are used in difficult urban situa ons where our na ve trees 
would not perform well and to mimic the exis ng mature tree habitat.  
These include some large canopy Lime trees that will outgrow our 
na ves.  This diversity also serves as future-proofing against disease 
and climate change.

By expanding the na ve tree species on site and combining them with 
a SuDS meadow and using flowering shrubs derived from the
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan recommended plant lists, a responsible 
approach to the landscape is illustrated.  The result is a measurable 
biodiversity gain across the site.

Image of mature trees adjacent to the western boundary, as ancillary assets, 
with root zones to be protected.  The orange arrow indicates the boundary 
fence (to be removed).

Diagram highligh ng the exis ng peripheral trees (dark green) with 
proposed tree plan ng links (orange lines).


