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D/225/24 
 
Declaration on Exempted Development Under Section 5 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 as amended. 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 KOBW Architects has submitted a Section 5 declaration asking whether the 

installation of wind and rain screens to the entrance doors of Gaelscoil Uí Leighin, at 
Carrigaline Education Campus, Ardnacloghy, Carrigaline, Co. Cork is or is not 
development and is or is not exempted development? 

 
1.2 The cover letter states they do not materially alter the character of the building due 

to their small scale and transparent glazed material with lightweight metal framing. 
 
2.0 Planning History and Policy 

 
 
15/4388 
Cork Education and Training Board were granted planning permission for 
construction of 3 no. new schools on site for education campus. The development 
comprises: (i) two-storey split-level gaelcholáiste for 500 pupils, including learning, 
administration and ancillary spaces, a physical education hall and outdoor ball 
courts; (ii) a 24-classroom two-storey split-level school to accommodate the existing 
Gaelscoil from Waterpark, including learning, administration and ancillary spaces, a 
general purpose hall and outdoor ball courts; (iii) a new single storey school for the 
existing Sonas special junior primary school from the Cork Road, including learning, 
administration and ancillary spaces, a general purpose hall and outdoor ball court 
and play areas; 2 no. new site entrances, car parking and set-down spaces, 
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associated site development works, including culverting the Southern boundary 
ditch, landscaping, signage and fencing. Permission for Retention of demolition of 
former agricultural building. 
____________________________________________________ 
 

2.1 The site is zoned ‘Community’ in the Cork County Development Plan 2022-2028. It 
has a specific objective of ‘CL-C-01’ which is for ‘educational campus to include two 
primary schools and one post primary school and associated ancillary use. 
 

3.0 Relevant Legislation 
 
3.1 According to Section 2(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), 

the definition of “Works” includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, 
demolition, extension, alteration, repair or renewal. 

 
3.2 According to Section 3(1)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended), “Development” means, save where the context otherwise requires, the 
carrying out of works on, in or under land or the making of any material change in 
the use of any structures or other land. 

 
3.3 The definition of structure in the Act is “any building, structure, excavation, or other 

thing constructed or made on, in or under any land, or any part of a structure so 
defined and (a) where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which 
the structure is situate.” 
 

3.4 Section 4(1)(h) of the Act is “development consisting of the carrying out of works for 
the maintenance, improvement, or other alteration of any structure, being works 
which affect only the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the 
external appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent 
with the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.” 

 
3.5 Article 9 (1) (a) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2023 is relevant. 
 
4.0 Assessment 
 
4.1 The details submitted with the application call these ‘wind and rain screens to the 

entrance doors’. The drawings call these structures canopies. I would have thought 
the most accurate description would be ‘porch’. In any case, the drawings call these 
‘canopies’ so I will use that terminology in the interests of clarity. The drawings 
outline that the proposed canopies would measure 4 x 8 sqm which equals 32 sqm. 
There are four canopy type structures proposed as follows: 

 



3 
 

  
 
4.2 There are two different types of structure proposed (canopy 1-3 and canopy 4). The 

former measures 2 x 4m and the latter measures 2.5m x 4m. The height of the 
canopy ranges from 2.4m to 3.026m. The of the glazing has not been specified only 
to say it will be transparent (Perspex, plastic?) and the frame will consist of a 
lightweight metal. 

 
4.3 I am satisfied having regard to the definition of structure, works and development, 

that these canopy structures do constitute development. The next question is 
whether the development could constitute exempted development? 

 
4.4. The governing permission under 15/4388 (Pl.04.246387) has some relevant 

conditions (1 and 9) as follows: 
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4.5 I note that condition 1 requires the school to developed according to drawings 
submitted on 01/02/2016 except as may be required to comply with conditions. 
Condition 9 restricts development above roof parapet level. The proposed canopy 
structures are under roof parapet level. 

 
4.6 There is an exemption for porches attached to houses under Class, Part 1, Schedule 2 

of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2023 as amended. This is for 
houses only, not other buildings. There is no exemption for porch type structures 
attached to schools. 

 
4.7 Therefore, I consider that the only exemption available is through section 4(1)(h) of 

the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended. 
 
4.8 Section 4(1)(h) of the Act is “development consisting of the carrying out of works for 

the maintenance, improvement, or other alteration of any structure, being works 
which affect only the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the 
external appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent 
with the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.” 

 
4.9 The proposed structures are located externally. Section 4(1)(h) does allow for works 

which do not materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as to 
render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of 
neighbouring structures. 

 
4.10 This school is located in a campus with two other schools. The school itself contains 

large areas of glazing with both vertical and horizontal emphasis. I am satisfied that 
the proposed canopy structures are of a scale and size and material which would not 
materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as to render the 
appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of neighbouring 
schools. I therefore consider that it could be considered exempted development 
having regard to section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as 
amended. 

 
 Appropriate Assessment  
 
4.11 The subject site is within the screening zone of the Cork Harbour Special Protection 

Area (SPA) and having regard to the scale of the proposed development, its siting 
relative to the SPA, coupled with the lack of a hydrological connection between the 
site and the SPA, it is considered that the subject matters of this application would 
not be likely to give rise to significant impacts on the Natura 2000 site. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Whereas a question has arisen as to whether the installation of wind and rain screens to the 
entrance doors of Gaelscoil Uí Leighin, at Carrigaline Education Campus, Ardnacloghy, 
Carrigaline, Co. Cork is or is not development and is or is not exempted development, 
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And whereas the Planning Authority has had regard to: 
 

(a) Sections 2,3,4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, 
(b) Part 1, Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2023 as 

amended, 
 

And whereas the Planning Authority has concluded that: 
 
(a) The works proposed represent development, 
(b) The proposed development meets the requirements of section 4(1)(h) of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, 
 

The Planning Authority concludes that the installation of wind and rain screens to the 
entrance doors of Gaelscoil Uí Leighin, at Carrigaline Education Campus, Ardnacloghy, 
Carrigaline, Co. Cork is development and is exempted development. 
 
 
 
 

 
______________________________ 
Susan Hurley 
Executive Planner     
20/05/2024 
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WIND AND RAIN SCREENS 

Location Plan and Rain Screen Details

Gaelscoil, Carrigaline Education Campus

Ardnacloghy, Carrigaline, Co. Cork.

2428 PL-04 23.04.2024

CA SK PLANNING As shown

1
2 Types of prefabricated canopy 
SCALE 1:50

New canopies  -
Slab  / drainage gutter /
by main contractor
to recieve independant
prefabricated canopy
system .
Canopy to have roof and
front and or side walls .
Canopy forms wind and
rain screen to exit doors.

2
CANOPY 1 
SCALE 1:50

4
CANOPY 2
SCALE 1:50

6
CANOPY 3
SCALE 1:50

7
CANOPY 4
SCALE 1:50

3
PRECEDENT PHOTO
SCALE 1:50

8
Location plan 
SCALE 1:300
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