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1 Introduction

1.1 Preamble

1.1.1 Cork County Council has recently prepared the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan
under the provisions of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2010. The plan focuses on the
local level implementation of the overall planning strategy for the County as set out in the
County Development Plan 2009. The plan also adheres to the core strategies set down in higher
level plans including the National Spatial Strategy (2002-2020) and the Regional Planning
Guidelines (2010) for the South West Region.

1.1.2  In accordance with requirements under the EU Habitats Directive (43/92/EEC) and EU
Birds Directive (79/409/EEC), the impacts of the policies and objectives of all statutory land use
plans on certain sites that are designated for the protection of nature (Natura 2000 sites'), must
be assessed as an integral part of the process of drafting of the plan. This is to determine
whether or not the implementation of plan policies could have negative consequences for the
habitats or plant and animal species for which these sites are designated. This assessment
process is called a Habitats Directive Assessment (HDA) and has been carried out for all stages
of the plan making process.

1.1.3 The draft Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan was assessed to determine whether the
plan or its policies could have significant impacts on any Natura 2000 sites. The results of that
assessment are contained in the first Natura Impact Report, (Natura Impact Report (I) on the
draft Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan), which was published in February 2011. The
findings and recommendations of that process were presented to Council members as part of
the Managers Report of 23™ February 2011. The Managers Report also contained
recommendations relating to all amendments proposed to the plan arising from the public
consultation process (Nov. 2010-Jan 2011). Council members voted to accept or reject the
recommendations contained in the Managers Report of 30"/31% March. In addition, they
themselves proposed and voted to include other amendments to the plan at that time. The
proposed amendments to the plan were published on 21 April 2011.

1.1.4 The proposed amendments to the draft Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan were also
assessed to determine whether these could have significant impacts on any Natura 2000 sites.
The results of that assessment are contained in the second Natura Impact Report, (Natura
Impact Report (Il) on proposed amendments to the draft Mallow EA Local Area Plan), which was
published on 21st April 2011. That report contained an examination of all amendments
proposed to be made to the plan, which were approved by Council Members on 30"/31° March,
and a determination as to whether the amendments have the potential to have significant
impacts on Natura 2000 sites. Where impacts could not be ruled out, recommendations were
made for modifications to be made to the amendments, or for the removal of these. These

! Natura 2000 sites include Special Areas of Conservation designated under the Habitats Directive and Special Protection Areas
designated under the Birds Directive. Special Areas of Conservation are sites that are protected because they support
particular habitats and/or plant and animal species that have been identified to be threatened at EU community level. Special
Protection Areas are sites that are protected for the conservation of species of birds that are in danger of extinction, or are rare
or vulnerable. Special Protection Areas may also be sites that are particularly important for migratory birds. Such sites include
internationally important wetlands.
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recommendations were contained in the Managers Report of June 15" 2011, Council members
voted on the recommendations contained in the Managers Report on July 25" 2011. All of the
recommendations for changes to the plan arising from the HDA process were accepted in full by
Cork County Council and were integrated into the final draft of the Local Area Plan.

1.1.5 This is the final Natura Impact Report for the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan,
2011. It summarises how all of the recommendations arising from the initial Natura Impact
Reports, and how ecological considerations generally, have been integrated into the Local Area
Plan. It also contains the details of the monitoring measures which will be implemented to
ensure that the undertakings in relation to the protection of the Natura 2000 network, as set
out in the Local Area Plan, are met. Finally the report contains the AA Conclusion Statement
which finds that, subject to a number of changes to text, objectives, settlement boundaries and
zonings, which have been accepted by Council and are contained in the final plan, there will be
no significant impact on the network as a whole, nor to individual Natura 2000 sites or their
dependant habitats and species. This report should be read in conjunction with the Mallow
Electoral Area Local Area Plan 2011.

1.1.6 The first and second Natura Impact Reports have been made available to statutory
consultees and the general public. In addition, the National Parks and Wildlife Service was
consulted and advised on the content of each of the Natura Impact Reports.

1.1.7 The full timetable for the making of the plan and the parallel appropriate assessment
process is set out in Appendix | of this report.

Habitats Directive Assessment

1.2.1 Habitats Directive Assessment, also referred to as Appropriate Assessment, is a process
which involves the evaluation of the potential impacts of plans and projects on Natura 2000 sites
and the habitats and species that they support and, where necessary, the development of
mitigation measures to avoid any such impacts. It is an iterative process which runs parallel to
and informs the plan making process, involving analysis and review of draft policies, or
amendments/variations, as they emerge during each stage of plan making. Within this process,
regard must also be had to the potential for policies or amendments to policies, to contribute to
impacts which on their own may be acceptable, but which could be significant when considered
in combination with the impacts arising from the implementation of other plans or policies.

1.2.2  Articles 6(3) of the Directive sets out the requirement for the assessment of plans and
projects affecting Natura 2000 sites as follows:

6(3) Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of
the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of
its implications for the site and subject to the provision of paragraph 4, the competent
national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that
it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after
having obtained the opinion of the general public.

1.2.3  Article 6(4) of the Directive deals with derogation procedures, where it is considered
necessary to proceed with a plan/project despite a finding that negative impacts are likely.
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6(4) If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the
absence of alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for
imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of social or economic
nature, the Member State shall take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure
that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission of
the compensatory measures adopted.

Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species,
the only considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public
safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance to the environment, or further
to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public
interest.

1.2.4 In relation to plan making, the process of assessment may result in the modification or
removal of policies proposed to the plan or in the adoption of new policies, or, if significant
impacts arise which cannot be avoided, a recommendation not to proceed with the policy.

1.2.5 The European Union has provided guidance as to how to complete a Habitats Directive
Assessment for land use plans which identifies four main stages in the process as follows:

Stage One: Screening

The process which identifies what might be likely impacts arising from a plan on Natura
2000 sites, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, and considers
whether these impacts are likely to be significant. If the effects are deemed to be
significant, potentially significant, or uncertain, then the process must proceed to Stage
Two.

Stage Two: Appropriate assessment

Where the possibility of significant impacts has not been discounted by the screening
process, a more detailed assessment is required. This is called an appropriate
assessment and involves the consideration of the impact of the plan on the integrity of
the Natura 2000 site, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, having
regard to the site’s ecological structure and function, and its conservation objectives.
Additionally, where there are adverse impacts, it involves an assessment of the potential
mitigation of those impacts.

Stage Three: Assessment of alternative solutions

Should the conclusion of the appropriate assessment be that there are likely to be
impacts which will affect the overall integrity of Natura 2000 site, then it is required to
examine alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the plan that avoids such
adverse impacts. Stage three of a Habitats Directive Assessment involves the
assessment of alternative solutions or options that could enable the plan or project to
proceed without adverse effects on the integrity of a Natura 2000 sites. The process
must return to stage two as alternatives will require appropriate assessment in order to
proceed. Demonstrating that all reasonable alternatives have been considered and
assessed, and that the least damaging option has been selected, is necessary to progress
to Stage four. Alternatives must be compared with respect to the significance of their
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likely effects on the integrity of the site/sites. Other assessment criteria, such as
economic criteria cannot be seen as overruling ecological criteria.

Stage Four: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts
remain.

This is the main derogation process of Article 6(4) which examines whether there are
imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) for allowing a plan that will have
adverse effects on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site to proceed in cases where it has
been established that no less damaging alternative solution exists. Such a plan may only
proceed if compensatory measures have been put in place to offset the impacts to be
incurred and these compensatory measures must be assessed as part of the AA process.
The EU Commission must be informed of the compensatory measures and these must be
approved by the Minister. Compensatory measures are a last resort attempt to maintain
the integrity of the Natura 2000 network and they must be practical, implementable,
likely to succeed, proportionate and enforceable.

The Habitats Directive Assessment process may stop at any of the above stages if significant
impacts on Natura 2000 sites can be ruled out.

1.2.6 Development plans including County Development Plans, Local Area Plans, Town Plans
and variations to these may only be adopted if it has been demonstrated that impacts on the
integrity of any Natura 2000 sites which could be affected by the plan have been ruled out.
Where such impacts have not been ruled out, the plan may only proceed where it has been
demonstrated that there are no reasonable alternative solutions, that there are imperative
reasons of overriding public interest to proceed with the plan, and that compensatory measures
have been designed, assessed, approved by the Minister, and have been put in place in advance
of the adoption of the plan. In every case in which a local authority envisages approving or
proceeding with a plan or project on the grounds of overriding public interest, the Minister must
be consulted.

Methodology

Data Sources

2.1.1 The appropriate assessment of potential impacts on the integrity of Natura 2000 sites in
this study is based on a desktop review of information relating to these sites and to the habitats
and species that they support, and personal knowledge of many of the sites. References and
data used are cited in the back of this report.

Consultation

2.2.1 Consultation was carried out with the NPWS in relation to the Appropriate Assessment
of the draft Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan and on the proposed amendments to same.
This process assisted the Planning Authority to identify the principle threats of concern for
individual sites and to amend the plan accordingly. The draft plan and proposed amendments
as well as the Natura Impact Reports and Environmental Report for the plan were referred to
statutory consultees and were made available to the general public for review at the various
consultation stages of the plan making process.
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Approach

2.3.1 The approach taken in the making of this assessment follows European Communities,
Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites, Methodological
guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, 2002, and
on Local Government and Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland, Guidance for
Planning Authorities, 2009.

Habitats Directive Assessment of the draft Plan and Proposed Amendments

Description of the Plan

3.1.1 The draft plan consists of a written statement and maps. It takes cognisance of the
County Development Plan (2009) and relevant aspects of the South West Regional Planning
Guidelines (2010) in terms of its objectives relating to population targets, housing strategy,
settlement strategies and boundaries, economic development, flood risk assessment, climate
change and biodiversity strategies. It contains three sections as follows:

Section 1: Introduction to the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan

This section summarises the content of the plan and its relationship to other plans. It
contains information relating to the process that has been followed in the making of the
plan including the approach to consultation and zoning etc. The main towns, villages
and other settlements within the electoral area are identified in this section. Policies
relating to assessment of flood risk and the protection of the green belt which apply to
the entire electoral area are also included in this section.

Section 2: Local Area Strategy

The Mallow Electoral Area is split between two strategic planning areas, the CASP Ring
Strategic Planning area which includes Mallow, Watergrasshill, Dromahane, Bweeng,
Burnfort, Glantane, Lombardstown, Ballyclough, Mourneabbey, Laharn Corss Roads,
Gortroe and Old Twopothouse, and the North Strategic Planning Area which includes
Buttevant, Doneraile, Shanballymore, Castletownroche, Killavullen, Churchtown,
Liscarroll, Newtwopothouse, Cecilstown, Lyre, Ballyhass, Lisgriffen and Nad. This section
of the plan sets out the overall strategy for Mallow Electoral Area as a whole. It
presents a summary and analysis of the growth and population targets used in the plan
and gives details of the main employment and economic considerations, education and
infrastructure requirements and key environmental considerations. It sets out an
overall vision for the electoral area as follows:

0 Encourage balanced population growth so that the main towns can achieve
their full economic potential;

0 Mallow will continue to be the main centre of employment within the electoral
area in the future given its status as a ‘hub’ town on the Atlantic Corridor and an
integrated employment centre and has a target jobs growth of approximately
5,000.

0 Develop Buttevant as a district employment centre;

0 In order to deliver the population and housing targets identified in this plan,
significant expenditure is required in water services infrastructure in practically
all of the settlements. The strategy of this plan is to prioritise investment in the
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main towns, where future demand for housing is likely to be high, investment
should be prioritised in the key villages as they offer a rural housing choice to a
wider catchment and they have schools and other services.

This section contains policy statements relating to the provision of a sustainable water
supply and treatment system as well as environmental assessment requirements.

Section 3: Settlements and Other Locations.

This section of the document sets out more specific objectives relating to population
targets, residential, commercial and industrial development, the provision of
infrastructural, community and recreational facilities etc for each of the two main towns
Mallow and Buttevant, three key villages Castletownroche, Doneraile and Watergrasshill,
thirteen villages Ballyclogh, Bweeng, Burnfort, Cecilstown, Churchtown, Dromahane,
Glantane, Killavullen, Liscarroll, Lombardstown, Lyre, Newtwopothouse and
Shanballymore and eight village nucleii and other small settlements within the electoral
area.

Habitats Directive Assessment of the draft Plan.

3.2.1 The draft Plan was reviewed in January 2011 to determine whether the policies or
zonings contained therein would be likely to have significant impacts on the Natura 2000
network. As part of this assessment all Natura 2000 sites within the boundary of the Local Area
Plan Area, all Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the boundary and all downstream Natura 2000
sites designated for water dependant habitats and/or species were screened for potential
impacts arising from the plan. A total of four Special Areas of Conservation and one Special
Protection Area were identified as part of the screening process. These are shown in Table 3.1
below.

Natura Impact Report for Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan August 2011



Table 3.1

Mallow EA Local Area Plan

Natura 2000 Sites identified for Screening for Appropriate Assessment for the draft

Natura 2000 sites | Site | Habitats for which | Species for | Other species | Potential Threats
Code | these are which and habitats
designated these are of note
designated | occurring
within the site
Great Island 1058 | Mudflats and Habitats: Wet | Habitats: Water
Channel SAC sandflats not grassland. pollution;
covered by Species: reclamation; spread
seawater at low Wintering of invasive species;
tide; Atlantic salt waterfowl. pressure for
meadows. development in
coastal zone -
marinas, coastal
protection works,
infrastructural
projects, residential
and commercial
development;
Disturbance to
marine mammals
and wintering birds
arising from boating
and other activities.
Ballyhoura 2036 | North Atlantic Wet Habitats: Habitats and
Mountains SAC Heaths with Erica Streams; Species: Pressure
tetralix; European Rocky for development of
dry heath; Blanket outcrops; wind energy
bog and active Species: Hen projects;
blanket bog. Harrier; afforestation.
Peregrine
Falcon.
Carrigeenamronety | 2037 | n/a Killarney Habitats: Habitats and
Hill SAC Fern Rocky Species: Pressure
outcrops; for afforestation.
Heath.
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Natura 2000 sites | Site | Habitats for which | Species for | Other species | Potential Threats
Code | these are which and habitats
designated these are of note
designated | occurring
within the site

Blackwater River 2170 | Mudflats and Freshwater | Habitats: Wet | Habitats and

(Cork/Waterford) sandflats not pearl woodland; Dry | Species:

SAC covered by mussel; woodland; Aquaculture; Fishing;

seawater at low White Freshwater Coastal
tide; Perennial clawed marsh; Wet development;
vegetation of crayfish; grassland; Activities which
stoney banks; Sea Shingle Spit. could cause water
Salicornia and lamprey; Species: pollution including
other annuals Brook Toothwort; waste water
colonising mud and | lamprey; Summer discharges and water
sand; Atlantic salt River Snowflake; abstractions; Bait
meadows; lamprey; Flowering digging; Land
Mediterranean salt | Twaite Rush ; reclamation; Coastal
meadows; Water shad; Common protection works;
courses of plainto | Atlantic Calamint; Red | River bank
maintane levels salmon; Campion; protection works;
with the Otter. Sand Leek; Spread of invasive
Ranunculion Wood Club- species; Infilling;
fluitantis and rush. Development
Callitricho - pressure within the
batrachion river catchment
vegetation; Alluvial causing habitat loss;
forest with Alnus Woodland clearance;
glutinosa and Invasive species
Fraxinus excelsior; encroachment; Sub-
Old sessile oak optimal grazing.
woodlands with Species: Fish and
llex and Blechnum; invertebrates: All
Taxus baccata activities which
woods. could impact on
water quality; Otter:
Disturbance to river
banks.

Kilcolman Bog SPA | 4095 | n/a Shoveler Species: Site is managed for
Whooper nature conservation,
swan; Teal; no known threats.
Wetland and
Waterbirds.

Habitats: Fen;
Freshwater

Marsh; Bog;
Wet grassland.

NIR 8
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3.2.2 All of the draft plan objectives were reviewed as part of the Habitats Directive screening
process. Consideration was given to direct and indirect impacts which may arise from
development which could be encouraged by objectives contained in the draft plan. This could
include new residential, commercial, infrastructural, recreational or other development which
may give rise to direct impacts on habitats or species (loss of habitat, disturbance to species); as
well as activities which could have indirect impacts (e.g. activities which could affect water
quality or hydrology which could in turn affect the status/health of populations of water
dependant habitats or species). Policies which could give rise to impacts which were considered
include:

e policies promoting development which would give rise to habitat loss within Natura
2000 sites — ie proposed development zonings directly on lands designated for nature
conservation.

e policies promoting development in areas with inadequate provision for water and waste
water infrastructure.

e policies promoting development in areas which could give rise pressure on water quality
during the construction and operational phase, in particular proposals for development
within flood zones of Natura 2000 sites with water dependant habitats and species.

e policies promoting development which could give rise to disturbance to protected
species, in particular proposals for paths and walkways within or adjacent to sensitive
bird feeding and roosting sites.

3.2.3 These were considered both on their own as well as in relation to potential cumulative
impacts when considered in combination with other plans and projects. Of the Natura 2000
sites which were screened, significant impacts were objectively ruled out for three Special Areas
of Conservation and for Kilcolman Bog Special Protection Area. However, potentially significant
impacts could not be ruled out for the Blackwater River Special Area of Conservation. This site
was brought forward for appropriate assessment and recommendations for alterations to
policies, settlement boundaries and zonings were made to offset potential impacts on habitats
or species for which this site is designated, and on the overall integrity of the SAC.

3.2.4 A number of proposed policies and zonings were identified which could have a negative
impact on the Blackwater River Special Area of Conservation. These included policies which
could give rise to negative impacts on water quality or give rise to flooding, by providing for
development in areas where there is insufficient capacity to treat current or projected
population targets, or attenuate additional surface water flows at Buttevant, Castletownroche,
Doneraile, Burnfort, Bweeng, Cecilstown, Dromohane, Glantane, Killavullen, Liscarroll,
Lombardstown, Lyre, New Twopothouse, Shanballymore, Ballyhass, Gortroe, Laharn Cross,
Mourneabbey and OIld Twopothouse; the overlapping of settlement boundaries with
designated sites at Killavullen and Lombardstown; business, industrial, residential and amenity
zonings adjacent to the Special Area of Conservation in Buttevant, Castletownroche, Doneraile
and Killavullen; and proposals for development of an amenity walk within the Blackwater River
Special Area of Conservation in Buttevant.
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Table 3.2 Summary of potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites identified through
screening of draft plan and consideration of cumulative impacts (See first Natura Impact
Report for Mallow EA Local Area Plan for full details).

Site Name Potential Impacts Other Plans Which Could Give
Rise to Potential Cumulative
Impacts on Natura 2000 sites

Great Island None identified n/a

Channel SAC

Carrigamronety
Hill SAC

None identified

n/a

Blackwater River
SAC

Potential impacts on water quality in
Blackwater River and its tributaries
arising from proposed increases in
populations in the settlements of
Buttevant, Castletownroche,
Doneraile, Burnfort, Bweeng,
Cecilstown, Churchtown,
Dromohane, Glantane, Killavullen,
Liscarroll, Lombardstown, Lyre, New
Twopothouse, Shanballymore,
Ballyhass, Gortroe, Laharn Cross,
Mourneabbey and Old Twopothouse
where there is insufficient capacity
to treat waste water from current
and/or target populations.

Potential for downstream
flooding/hydrographic peaks arising
from increased storm and surface
water inputs caused by development
provided for in the plan, in particular
in settlements located on or adjacent
to the river and within zones that are
adjacent to the SAC.

Settlement boundaries within or
adjacent to Natura 2000 sites at
Killavullen and Lombardstown —
could give rise to impacts on
habitats, water quality and increased
flood risk potential;

Business, industrial, residential and
open space zonings adjacent to the
Special Area of Conservation which
could give rise to impacts on water

This electoral area contains two
water management units both
within or influencing the
Blackwater River Special Area of
Conservation. These are the main
channel of the Blackwater River
and the Blackwater Awbeg Water
Management Unit.

The Blackwater River WMU has
been assigned moderate water
quality  status, while  the
tributaries range from high to
poor status. The Awbeg River
which  forms part of the
Blackwater River Special Area of
Conservation has been assigned
poor water quality status while
tributaries range from high to
moderate status.

Additional pressure on water
quality in this SAC arises from
urban and rural development
provided for in the Cork County
Development Plan 2009, the
Kerry County Development Plan
2009, the Waterford County
Development Plan 2010, the
Lismore Local Area Plan 2007-
2013, as well as the in the
Kanturk, Fermoy and Midleton
Electoral Area Local Area Plans
2011, the Mallow Special Local
Area Plan, 2007, and the Mallow
2010, Midleton (in draft), Fermoy
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Site Name

Potential Impacts

Other Plans Which Could Give
Rise to Potential Cumulative
Impacts on Natura 2000 sites

quality and increased flood risk
potential;

Proposed amenity walk within the
SAC at Buttevant which could give
rise to disturbance to species.

2010 and Youghal 2009 Town
Plans (9% of P input is from waste
water treatment plants in the
catchment, while over 50% of
septic tanks (8,586) are located in
areas of very high or extreme risk
(South Western Region River
Basin Management Plan, 2010).

Other key pressures in the
catchment which contribute to
cumulative impacts on water
quality are agriculture (69% P
inputs, 35  waterbodies in
catchment at risk), forestry (7% P
inputs and 42 waterbodies in
catchment at risk of
eutrophication and siltation),
quarries (12), landfills (13) and
mines (1), (South Western Region
River Basin Management Plan,
2010). Two water bodies within
the catchment are at risk arising
from abstractions.

Key pressures in its catchment
which contribute to cumulative
impacts on the river are
agriculture (80% P input, 8
waterbodies in catchment at risk),
forestry (7% P input, 2 water
bodies at risk from suspended
solids and eutrophication), waste
water treatment plants with
insufficient capacity or that are
otherwise non compliant at
Buttevant, C’'townroche,
Churchtown, Doneraile, Liscarroll
and Shanballymore.

Ballyhoura
Mountains SAC

None identified

n/a

Kilcolman Bog
SPA

None identified

n/a
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3.2.5 All of the recommendations made for changes to policies, settlement boundaries and zonings
arising out of the Appropriate Assessment process were put before Cork County Council in the Report to
Members, Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan, Public Consultation Draft, Managers Opinion on the
Issues Raised by Submissions and Recommended Amendments (February 2011), and these were
accepted in full by the Council at their meeting of March 30"/31%. These were published as proposed
amendments to the draft Local Area Plan on 21st April 2011, in addition to other amendments arising
from the public consultation process or proposed by Council members.

3.2.6 The recommendations which arose from the AA of the draft plan are set out in Table 3.3 below.
The full assessment is available for review in Natura Impact Report | for the draft Mallow EA Local Area
Plan, (February, 2011). The proposed amendments to the plan are set out in the Mallow Electoral Area
Local Area Plan, Proposed Amendment to the Draft Plan, Public Consultation Document (April, 2011).
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Table 3.3

Summary Of Recommendations For Changes Arising From Appropriate Assessment Of

Draft Plan (wording changes for policies are set out in bold).

the County
Development Plan
2009 and the
provisions of
objectives INF 5-6, INF
5-7 and INF 5-8 of the
County Development
Plan, development
proposed in this plan
will only take place
where appropriate
and sustainable water
and waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan, is
already in a
programme or is to be
provided in tandem
with the development

Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
GB1-1 | MW (b) It is an objective to | Modify wording of (b) It is an objective to
01.10.02 | reserve generally for objective. reserve generally for use as
use as agriculture, agriculture, open space or
open space or recreation uses those lands
recreation uses those that lie in the immediate
lands that lie in the surroundings of towns.
immediate Where Natura 2000 sites
surroundings of towns. occur within greenbelts,
these shall be reserved for
uses compatible with their
nature conservation
designation.
LAS 1 MW In line with the Modify wording of In line with the principles set
02.02.03 | principles set out in objective. out in the County

Development Plan 2009 and
the provisions of objectives
INF 5-6, INF 5-7 and INF 5-8
of the County Development
Plan, development proposed
in this plan will only take
place where appropriate and
sustainable water and waste
water infrastructure is in
place which will secure the
objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
Natura 2000 sites with water
dependent habitat or
species. This must be
provided and be operational
in advance of the
commencement of any
discharges from the all
residential from
development.

Waste water infrastructure
must be capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
will be required for all
developments discharging
within or upstream from
Natura 2000 sites with water
dependant habitats or
species.
Any new or increased water
abstractions from within the
Blackwater River Special
Area of Conservation will
need to be supported by an
Appropriate Assessment.
LAS 3 MW This plan, and Modify wording of This plan, and individual
02.02.04 | individual projects objective. projects based on the plans
based on the plans proposals, will be subject (as
proposals, will be appropriate) to Strategic
subject (as Environmental Assessment,
appropriate) to Habitats Directive
Strategic Assessment Screening
Environmental and/or Assessment (Habitats
Assessment Directive and Birds Directive)
Appropriate and Environmental Impact
Assessment (Habitats Assessment to ensure the
Directive and Birds parallel development and
Directive) and implementation of a range
Environmental Impact of sustainable measures to
Assessment to ensure protect the integrity of the
the parallel biodiversity of the area.
development and
implementation of a
range of sustainable
measures to protect
the integrity of the
biodiversity of the
area.
LAS4 | MW N/A Insert new It is an objective to provide
02.02.05 objective. protection to all proposed
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Amendm
ent Ref

Original wording of
obj. in draft plan

Recommendation
from AA process

Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

and designated natural
heritage sites and protected
species within this planning
area in accordance with env
1-5, 1-6, 1.7 and 1-8 of the
County Development Plan,
2009. This includes Special
Areas of Conservation,
Special Protection Areas and
Natural Heritage Areas.

LAS 5

MM
02.02.06

N/A

Insert new
objective.

It is an objective to maintain
where possible important
features of the landscape
which function as ecological
corridors and areas of local
biodiversity value and
features of geological value
within this planning area in
accordance with env 1-9, 1-
10, 1-11 and 1-12 of the
County Development Plan,
20009.

Buttev
ant
DB-02

Mw
03.01.05

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting
development
proposed in DB-01,
appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the
development.

Modify wording of
objective

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting development
proposed in DB -01,
appropriate and sustainable
water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
the Blackwater River Special
Area of Conservation, must
be provided and be
operational in advance of
the commencement of any
discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Buttev | MW The Awbeg River Modify wording of The Awbeg River which runs
ant 03.01.06 | which runs through objective through the town and forms
DB-06 the town and forms part of the Blackwater River
part of the Blackwater Candidate Special Area of
River Candidate Conservation, a designated
Special Area of Natura 2000 site. This plan
Conservation, a will protect the favourable
designated Natura conservation status of this
2000 site. This plan site. Development proposals
seeks to protect the in areas adjacent to the SAC
integrity of this site. may require the provision of
a Natura Impact Statement
and can only proceed where
it can be shown that it will
not have significant impacts
on the Blackwater SAC.
Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems (SUDS) and
sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Buttev | MW These lands are Modify wording of | These lands are suitable for
ant 03.01.07 | suitable for small to objective small to medium scale
B-01 medium scale industrial uses, light industry
industrial uses, light and incubator units and small
industry and incubator to medium scale
units and small to warehousing and distribution
medium scale uses. This area is
warehousing and immediately adjacent to the
distribution uses. Blackwater River SAC.
Development proposals
must provide for stormwater
attenuation and may require
the provision of an
ecological impact
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Amendm
ent Ref

Original wording of
obj. in draft plan

Recommendation
from AA process

Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

assessment report (Natura
Impact Statement) in
accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive. A buffer zone will
be required and shall be
retained between any
development proposed for
this area and the Special
Area of Conservation. The
size of the buffer zone will
be determined at project
level.

Buttev
ant
B-02

Mw
03.01.08

Business Uses

Modify wording of
objective

Business uses. Development
proposals in this area must
provide for stormwater
attenuation.

Buttev
ant
Cc-01

MW
03.01.09

To provide for the
provision of a new
secondary school and
ancillary uses

Modify wording of
objective

To provide for the provision
of a new secondary school
and ancillary uses. These
lands are immediately
adjacent to the Blackwater
River SAC. Development
proposals must provide for
stormwater attenuation and
may require the provision of
an ecological impact
assessment report (Natura
Impact Statement) in
accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive. A buffer zone will
be required and shall be
retained between any
development proposed for
this area and the Special
Area of Conservation. The
size of the buffer zone will
be determined at project
level.

Buttev
ant

MW
03.01.10

Development and
maintain pedestrian

Modify wording of
objective

Development and maintain
pedestrian route and provide
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No.

Amendm
ent Ref

Original wording of
obj. in draft plan

Recommendation
from AA process

Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

u-01

route and provide
access across the river,
at an appropriate
location, to the public
open space on the
eastern side of the
river.

access across the river, at an
appropriate location, to the
public open space on the
eastern side of the river. The
proposed walkway is located
within the Blackwater River
SAC. River crossings and
future upgrade of the
pathway could have an
impact on water quality
and/or cause disturbance to
Otter and will require the
provision of an ecological
impact assessment report
(Natura Impact Statement)
in accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive and may only
proceed where it can be
shown that they will not
have significant negative
impact on the SAC. A buffer
zone may be required along
some parts of the walk to
prevent disturbance to
habitats or species. The size
and location of the buffer
zone will be determined at
project level.

Buttev
ant
0-01

MW
03.01.11

Playing pitches and
clubhouse

Modify wording of
objective

Playing pitches and
clubhouse. This area is
immediately adjacent to the
Blackwater River SAC.
Development proposals
must provide for stormwater
attenuation and may require
the provision of an
ecological impact
assessment report (Natura
Impact Statement) in
accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive. A buffer zone will
be required and shall be
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
retained between any
development proposed for
this area and the Special
Area of Conservation. The
size of the buffer zone will
be determined at project
level.
Buttev | MW Develop a town park Modify wording of Develop a town park linking
ant 03.01.12 | linking with pedestrian | objective with pedestrian route on
0-06 route on west side of west side of river. The
river. Part s of this site proposed park is located
are at risk of flooding. within the Blackwater River
Any development SAC and is suitable only for
proposals on this site uses that are compatible
will normally be with the conservation
accompanied by a objectives of the SAC.
flood risk assessment Proposals for the
that complies with development of the park will
Chapter 5 of the require the provision of an
Ministerial Guidelines ecological impact
The Planning System assessment report (Natura
and Flood Risk Impact Statement) in
Management’ as accordance with the
described in objectives requirements of the Habitats
FD 1-4, 1-5 and 1-6 in Directive and may only
section 1 of this plan. proceed where it can be
shown that they will not
have significant negative
impact on the SAC.
Castlet | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the
own- 03.02.01 | population growth and | objective population growth and
roche supporting supporting development
DB- development proposed in DB -01 a,
01(b) proposed in (a) above, appropriate and sustainable

appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided

water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
Blackwater River Special
Area of Conservation, must
be provided and be
operational in advance of
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
in tandem with the the commencement of any
development. discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
settlement.
Castlet | MW Passive open space. Modify wording of Passive open space. This
own- 03.02.02 | This prominent site objective prominent site makes a
roche makes a significant significant contribution to the
0-01 contribution to the rural character of the town
rural character of the and the setting of the old
town and the setting Bridge Mill in particular. The
of the old Bridge Mill Mill currently operates as an
in particular. The Mill Enterprise Centre. This area
currently operates as lies within the Blackwater
an Enterprise Centre River Special Area of
Conservation and is not
suitable for development.
Doner | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of
. . ! In order to secure the
aile 03.03.02 | population growth and | objective .
. population growth and
DB- supporting i
supporting development
01(c) development -
) proposed in DB -01,
proposed in (a) above, . .
. appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and
i water and waste water
sustainable water and . .
; ¢ infrastructure that will secure
Yvas € water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that . .
. River Basin Management
will help secure the .
biecti fth Plan and the protection of
objec |ves.o € . the Blackwater River Special
relevant River Basin .
M £ Pl Area of Conservation, must
anagemen a.n, be provided and be
needs to be provided . .
. ) operational in advance of
in tandem with the
devel ¢ the commencement of any
evelopmen discharges from the
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for all developments within
this settlement.
Doner | MW The Awbeg River Modify wording of The Awbeg River runs
aile 03.03.03 | which through the objective through the village and forms
DB- village and forms part part of the Blackwater River
01(1) of the Blackwater Candidate Special Area of
River Candidate Conservation, a designated
Special Area of Natura 2000 site. This plan
Conservation, a will protect the favourable
designated Natura conservation status of these
2000 site. This plan sites, and all new
seeks to protect the development shall be
integrity of this site. designed to ensure the
protection and
enhancement of biodiversity
generally.
Doner | MW Lands are to remain Modify wording of Lands are to remain
aile 03.03.04 | predominantly open objective predominantly open and
X-01 and rural in character. rural in character. Limited

Limited potential for
individual dwellings, at
very low density,
subject to a single
agreed landscaping
based scheme for all
the lands with detailed
provision for retaining
existing trees and on-
site features. Any
future development is
dependent upon the
provision of an

potential for individual
dwellings, at very low
density, subject to a single
agreed landscaping based
scheme for all the lands with
detailed provision for
retaining existing trees and
on-site features. Any future
development is dependent
upon the provision of an
adequate access and must
have regard to the
surrounding woodland and
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
adequate access and scenic setting of Doneraile.
must have regard to Sustainable Urban Drainage
the surrounding Systems (SUDS) and
woodland and scenic sufficient storm water
setting of Doneraile attenuation will be required
for the development.
Doner | MW Open Space - Modify wording of Open Space - Doneraile Court
aile 03.03.05 | Doneraile Court and objective and Demesne (Forest Park).
0-01 Demesne (Forest Protect the open space and
Park). Protect the amenity value of these lands.
open space and
amenity value of these Parts of this site are at risk of
lands. flooding. Any development
proposals on this site will
Parts of this site are at normally be accompanied by
risk of flooding. Any a flood risk assessment that
development complies with Chapter 5 of
proposals on this site the Ministerial Guidelines
will normally be ‘The Planning System and
accompanied by a Flood Risk Management’ as
flood risk assessment described in objectives FD 1-
that complies with 4, 1-5 and 1-6 in Section 1 of
Chapter 5 of the this plan. Parts of this zone
Ministerial Guidelines are within the Blackwater
‘The Planning System River Special Area of
and Flood Risk Conservation. These areas
Management’ as are not suitable for
described in objectives development. Proposals for
FD 1-4, 1-5and 1-6 in the development of areas
Section 1 of this plan. within this zone not within
the SAC may require a buffer
zone and are likely to
require the provision of an
ecological impact
assessment report (Natura
Impact Statement) in
accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive. Such
developments may only
proceed where it can be
shown that they will not
have significant negative
impact on the SAC.
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
Doner | MW Open Space — Golf Modify wording of Open Space — Golf Course
aile 03.03.06 | Course and ancillary objective and ancillary facilities. Parts
0-03 facilities. Parts of this of this site are at risk of
site are at risk of flooding. Any development
flooding. Any proposals on this site will
development normally be accompanied by
proposals on this site a flood risk assessment that
will normally be complies with Chapter 5 of
accompanied by a the Ministerial Guidelines
flood risk assessment ‘The Planning System and
that complies with Flood Risk Management’ as
Chapter 5 of the described in objectives FD 1-
Ministerial Guidelines 4, 1-5 and 1-6 in Section 1 of
‘The Planning System this plan. This areais
and Flood Risk immediately adjacent to the
Management’ as Blackwater River Special
described in objectives Area of Conservation. Any
FD 1-4, 1-5and 1-6 in proposals for development
Section 1 of this plan within this zone must
provide for the protection of
water quality and are likely
to require the provision of
an ecological impact
assessment report (Natura
Impact Statement) in
accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive. Such
developments may only
proceed where it can be
shown that they will not
have significant negative
impact on the SAC.
Development in this zone
may require the
maintenance of a buffer
zone to protect the SAC.
Burnfo | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the
rt 03.06.01 | population growth and | objective population growth and
DB- supporting supporting development
01(c) development proposed in DB -01,

proposed in (a) above,

appropriate and sustainable
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
appropriate and water and waste water
sustainable water and infrastructure that will secure
waste water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that River Basin Management
will help secure the Plan and the protection of
objectives of the Blackwater Special Area of
relevant River Basin Conservation, must be
Management Plan, provided and be operational
needs to be provided in advance of the
in tandem with the commencement of any
development discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Bween | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of
. ! In order to secure the
g 03.07.01 | population growth and | objective .
) population growth and
DB-01 supporting .
supporting development
(c) development -
. proposed in DB -01,
proposed in (a) above, . .
. appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and
] water and waste water
sustainable water and . .
; ¢ infrastructure that will secure
Was € water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that . .
. River Basin Management
will help secure the .
biecti fth Plan and the protection of
objec |ves.o € . the Blackwater River Special
relevant River Basin .
M ¢ Pl Area of Conservation, must
anagemen a.n, be provided and be
needs to be provided . .
. ) operational in advance of
in tandem with the
devel ¢ the commencement of any
evelopmen discharges from the
development.
Waste water infrastructure
must be capable of treating
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obj. in draft plan
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Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required levels
and that there is no net
increase in Phosphorous
within the freshwater
system. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.

A wastewater and
stormwater plan will be
produced during the lifetime
of the plan for towns and
villages in the catchment of
the Munster Blackwater
upstream of Mallow to
identify and implement the
measures necessary to
protect this river and its
dependant habitats and
species. All new
development within this
settlement must be
compliant with this plan.

Cecilst
own
DB-01
(c)

MW
03.08.01

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting
development
proposed in (a) above,
appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the

Modify wording of
objective

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting development
proposed in DB -01,
appropriate and sustainable
water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
the Blackwater River Special
Area of Conservation, must
be provided and be
operational in advance of
the commencement of any
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obj. in draft plan
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Changes made to plan
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development

discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.

Churc
htown
DB-01
(c)

Mw
03.09.02

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting
development
proposed in (a) above,
appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the
development

Modify wording of
objective

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting development
proposed in DB -01,
appropriate and sustainable
water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
the Blackwater River Special
Area of
Conservation(Awbeg), must
be provided and be
operational in advance of
the commencement of any
discharges from the
development. In particular
issues relating to dilution
capacity of the receiving
waters must be resolved for
this settlement. Waste
water infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Droma | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of
. ! In order to secure the
hane 03.10.01 | population growth and | objective .
) population growth and
DB-01 supporting

development
proposed in (a) above,
appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the
development

supporting development
proposed in DB -01 (a)
,appropriate and sustainable
water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
Blackwater River Special
Area of Conservation, must
be provided and be
operational in advance of
the commencement of any
discharges from the
development.

Waste water infrastructure
must be capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required levels
and that there is no net
increase in Phosphates
within the freshwater
system. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.

A wastewater and
stormwater plan will be
produced during the lifetime
of the plan for towns and
villages in the catchment of
the Munster Blackwater
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obj. in draft plan

Recommendation
from AA process

Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

upstream of Mallow to
identify and implement the
measures necessary to
protect this river and its
dependant habitats and
species. All new
development within this
settlement must be
compliant with this plan.

Glanta
ne
DB-01
(c)

MW
03.11.02

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting
development
proposed in (a) above,
appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the
development

Modify wording of
objective

In order to secure the
population growth and
supporting development
proposed in DB -01,
appropriate and sustainable
water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
Blackwater Special Area of
Conservation, must be
provided and be operational
in advance of the
commencement of any
discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.

Killavu
llen

MW
03.12.01

(b)

Remove lands
within SAC from
development
boundary.

Map no. MW 03.012.01b in
proposed amendments
shows the areas of land
proposed to be omitted
from the development
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
boundary as it lies within the
Blackwater SAC.
Killavu | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the
llen 03.12.02 | population growth and | objective population growth and
DB-01 supporting supporting development
(b) development proposed in DB -01,
proposed in (a) above, appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and water and waste water
sustainable water and infrastructure that will secure
waste water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that River Basin Management
will help secure the Plan and the protection of
objectives of the the Blackwater River Special
relevant River Basin Area of Conservation, must
Management Plan, be provided and be
needs to be provided operational in advance of
in tandem with the the commencement of any
development discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Killavu | MW Open Space. This Modify wording of Open Space. This prominent
llen 03.12.03 | prominent site makes | objective site makes a significant
0-01 a significant contribution to the rural

contribution to the
rural character of the
village and the setting
of Ballymacmoy House
in particular. Parts of
this site are at risk of
flooding. Any
development
proposals on this site

character of the village and
the setting of Ballymacmoy
House in particular. Parts of
this zone lie within the
Blackwater River Special
Area of Conservation and
are not suitable for
development. Parts of this
site are at risk of flooding.
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will normally be
accompanied by a
flood risk assessment
that complies with
Chapter 5 of the
Ministerial Guidelines
‘The Planning System
and Flood Risk
Management’ as
described in objectives
FD 1-4, 1-5 and 1-6 in
Section 1 of this plan.

Any development proposals
on this site will normally be
accompanied by a flood risk
assessment that complies
with Chapter 5 of the
Ministerial Guidelines ‘The
Planning System and Flood
Risk Management’ as
described in objectives FD 1-
4, 1-5 and 1-6 in Section 1 of
this plan.

Killavu
llen O-
02

MW
03.12.04

GAA Grounds

Modify wording of
objective

GAA Grounds.

This site is at risk of flooding.
Any development proposals
on this site will normally be
accompanied by a flood risk
assessment that complies
with Chapter 5 of the
Ministerial Guidelines ‘The
Planning System and Flood
Risk Management’ as
described in objectives FD 1-
4, 1-5 and 1-6 in Section 1 of
this plan. Development
proposals in this zone are
likely to require the
provision of an ecological
impact assessment report
(Natura Impact Statement)
in accordance with the
requirements of the Habitats
Directive and may only
proceed where it can be
shown that they will not
have significant negative
impact on the SAC. A buffer
zone may be required for
any such development and
shall be retained between
any development proposed
for this area and the Special
Area of Conservation. The
size of the buffer zone will
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No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
be determined at project
level.
Liscarr | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the
oll DB- | 03.13.03 | population growth and | objective population growth and
01(c) supporting supporting development
development proposed in DB -01,
proposed in (a) above, appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and water and waste water
sustainable water and infrastructure that will secure
waste water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that River Basin Management
will help secure the Plan and the protection of
objectives of the Blackwater Special Area of
relevant River Basin Conservation (Awbeg), must
Management Plan, be provided and be
needs to be provided operational in advance of
in tandem with the the commencement of any
development discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Lomba | MW Modify Map pg 40 in proposed
rdsto 03.14.01 development amendments shows the
wn boundary to areas of land proposed to be
remove SAC omitted from the
development boundary as it
lies within the Blackwater
SAC.
Lomba | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the
rdsto 03.14.01 | population growth and | objective population growth and
wn supporting supporting development
GEN- development proposed in DB -01,
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No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
01 (c) proposed in (a) above, appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and water and waste water
sustainable water and infrastructure that will secure
waste water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that River Basin Management
will help secure the Plan and the protection of
objectives of the Blackwater Special Area of
relevant River Basin Conservation, must be
Management Plan, provided and be operational
needs to be provided in advance of the
in tandem with the commencement of any
development discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
Lomba | MW The BI?ckwater River M(?dlfY wording of The Blackwater River runs
rdsto 03.14.02 | run adjacent to the objective . . .
wn village is a Candidate adjacer.lt to the village. This
GEN- Special Area of plan will protect the .
. favourable conservation
01.(1) Con‘servat|on and a status of this SAC, and all
designated Natura
. . new development shall be
2000 site. This plan .
designed to ensure the
seeks to protect the .
; . A protection and
integrity of this site. enhancement of biodiversity
generally.
A wastewater and
stormwater plan will be
produced during the lifetime
of the plan for towns and
villages in the catchment of
the Munster Blackwater
upstream of Mallow to
identify and implement the
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
measures necessary to
protect this river and its
dependant habitats and
species. All new
development within this
settlement must be
compliant with this plan.
Lomba | MW The BIakaater River Modify objective. The Blackwater River runs
rdsto 03.14.03 | runs adjacent to the . . .
. . . adjacent to the village. This
wn village is a candidate .
> plan will protect the
Gen- Special Area of .
01 (i) c i d favourable conservation
! on'serva lon and a status of this SAC, and all
designated Natura
. ) new development shall be
2000 site. This plan .
designed to ensure the
seeks to protect the .
integrity of this site protection and
integ ’ enhancement of biodiversity
generally.
Lyre MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of
. ! In order to secure the
DB-01 | 03.15.01 | population growth and | objective

(c)

supporting
development
proposed in (a) above,
appropriate and
sustainable water and
waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the
development

population growth and
supporting development
proposed in DB -01(a),
appropriate and sustainable
water and waste water
infrastructure that will secure
the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
Blackwater Special Area of
Conservation, must be
provided and be operational
in advance of the
commencement of any
discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan

No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.
A wastewater and
stormwater plan will be
produced during the lifetime
of the plan for towns and
villages in the catchment of
the Munster Blackwater
upstream of Mallow to
identify and implement the
measures necessary to
protect this river and its
dependant habitats and
species. All new
development within this
settlement must be
compliant with this plan.

New MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the

Twopo | 03.16.02 | population growth and | objective population growth and

thouse supporting supporting development

DB-01 development proposed in DB -01,

(c) proposed in (a) above, appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and water and waste water
sustainable water and infrastructure that will secure
waste water the objectives of the relevant
infrastructure, that River Basin Management
will help secure the Plan and the protection of
objectives of the Blackwater Special Area of
relevant River Basin Conservation , must be
Management Plan, provided and be operational
needs to be provided in advance of the
in tandem with the commencement of any
development discharges from the

development.

Shanb | MW In order to secure the | Modify wording of In order to secure the

allymo | 03.17.01 | population growth and | objective population growth and

re supporting supporting development

DB- development proposed in DB -01,

01(c) proposed in (a) above, appropriate and sustainable
appropriate and water and waste water
sustainable water and infrastructure that will secure
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Obj
No.

Amendm
ent Ref

Original wording of
obj. in draft plan

Recommendation
from AA process

Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

waste water
infrastructure, that
will help secure the
objectives of the
relevant River Basin
Management Plan,
needs to be provided
in tandem with the
development.

the objectives of the relevant
River Basin Management
Plan and the protection of
Blackwater Special Area of
Conservation (Awbeg), must
be provided and be
operational in advance of
the commencement of any
discharges from the
development. Waste water
infrastructure must be
capable of treating
discharges to ensure that
water quality in the
receiving river does not fall
below legally required
levels. Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm water
attenuation will be required
for developments within this
area.

Shanb
allymo
re
DB-01
(h)

MW
03.17.02

N/A

Insert new
objective.

This settlement is situated
on the Awbeg River which
forms part of the Blackwater
River SAC. This plan will
protect the favourable
conservation status of these
sites, and all new
development shall be
designed to ensure the
protection and
enhancement of biodiversity
generally.

Ballyh
ass
DB-01

Mw
03.18.01

Within the
development
boundary of Ballyhass
it is an objective to
encourage the
development of up to
five individual dwelling
units in the period
2010-2020, subject to

Modify wording of
objective

Within the development
boundary of Ballyhass it is an
objective to encourage the
development of up to five
individual dwelling units in
the period 2010-2020,
subject to normal proper
planning and sustainable
development considerations.
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan

No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
normal proper Each dwelling unit shall be
planning and served by private individual
sustainable treatment unit and shall
development provide a sustainable
considerations. Each properly maintained private
dwelling unit shall be water supply, unless a public
served by private supply is available. Such
individual treatment proposals will be assessed in
unit and shall provide line with the appropriate EPA
a sustainable properly code of practice and will have
maintained private regard to any cumulative
water supply, unless a impacts on water quality and
public supply is impacts on the Blackwater
available. Such River Special Area of
proposals will be Conservation.
assessed in line with
the appropriate EPA
code of practice and
will have regard to any
cumulative impacts on
water quality

Gortro | MW Within the Modify wording of Within the development

e 03.19.01 | development objective boundary of Gortroe it is an

DB-01 boundary of Gortroe objective to encourage the
it is an objective to development of up to five
encourage the individual dwelling units in
development of up to the period 2010-2020,
five individual dwelling subject to normal proper
units in the period planning and sustainable
2010-2020, subject to development considerations.
normal proper Each dwelling unit shall be
planning and served by private individual
sustainable treatment unit and shall
development provide a sustainable
considerations. Each properly maintained private
dwelling unit shall be water supply, unless a public
served by private supply is available. Such
individual treatment proposals will be assessed in
unit and shall provide line with the appropriate EPA
a sustainable properly code of practice and will have
maintained private regard to any cumulative
water supply, unless a impacts on water quality and
public supply is impacts on the Blackwater
available. Such River Special Area of
proposals will be Conservation.
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
assessed in line with
the appropriate EPA
code of practice and
will have regard to any
cumulative impacts on
water quality and
impacts on the
Blackwater River
Special Area of
Conservation.
Laharn | MW Within the Modify wording of Within the development
Cross | 03.21.01 | development objective boundary of Laharn Cross
Roads boundary of Laharn Roads it is an objective to
DB-01 Cross Roads it is an encourage the development
objective to encourage of up to five individual
the development of up dwelling units in the period
to five individual 2010-2020, subject to normal
dwelling units in the proper planning and
period 2010-2020, sustainable development
subject to normal considerations. Each
proper planning and dwelling unit shall be served
sustainable by private individual
development treatment unit and shall
considerations. Each provide a sustainable
dwelling unit shall be properly maintained private
served by private water supply, unless a public
individual treatment supply is available. Such
unit and shall provide proposals will be assessed in
a sustainable properly line with the appropriate EPA
maintained private code of practice and will have
water supply, unless a regard to any cumulative
public supply is impacts on water quality and
available. Such on the Blackwater River
proposals will be Special Area of
assessed in line with Conservation.
the appropriate EPA
code of practice and
will have regard to any
cumulative impacts on
water quality.
Mourn | MW Consideration will be M‘?d'ﬂ_/ wording of Consideration will be given to
eabbe | 03.21.01 given to the objective the development of a limited
y development of a number of individual dwelling
(Athna

limited number of

units outside the SAC in the
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Obj Amendm | Original wording of Recommendation Changes made to plan
No. ent Ref obj. in draft plan from AA process arising from AA Process
leenta individual dwelling period 2010-2020, subject to
) units in the period normal proper planning and
DB-01 2010-2020, subject to sustainable development
normal proper considerations. Each
planning and dwelling unit shall be served
sustainable by private individual
development treatment unit and shall
considerations. Each provide a sustainable
dwelling unit shall be properly maintained private
served by private water supply, unless a public
individual treatment supply is available. Such
unit and shall provide proposals will be assessed in
a sustainable properly line with the appropriate EPA
maintained private code of practice and will have
water supply, unless a regard to any cumulative
public supply is impacts on water quality and
available. Such on the Blackwater River
proposals will be Special Area of
assessed in line with Conservation.
the approprla.te EPA The Clyda River flows
code of practice and
. through the area and forms
will have.z regard to any part of the Blackwater River
cumulat|ve. Impacts on Candidate Special Area of
water quality Conservation, a designated
The Clyda River flows Natura 2000 site. This plan
through the area and will protect the favourable
forms part of the conservation status of these
Blackwater River sites, and all new
Candidate Special Area development shall be
of Conservation, a designed to ensure the
designated Natura protection and
2000 site. This plan enhancement of biodiversity
seeks to protect the generally.
integrity of this site.
Old MW Within the Modify wording of Within the development
Twopo | 03.25.01 | development objective boundary of Old
thouse boundary of Old Twopothouse (Hazelwood) it
(Hazel Twopothouse is an objective to encourage
wood) (Hazelwood) it is an the development of up to
DB-01 objective to encourage five individual dwelling units
the development of up in the period 2010-2020,
to five individual subject to normal proper
dwelling units in the planning and sustainable
period 2010-2020, development considerations.
subject to normal Each dwelling unit shall be
NIR 38 Natura Impact Report for Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan August 2011




Obj
No.

Amendm
ent Ref

Original wording of
obj. in draft plan

Recommendation
from AA process

Changes made to plan
arising from AA Process

proper planning and
sustainable
development
considerations. Each
dwelling unit shall be
served by private
individual treatment
unit and shall provide
a sustainable properly
maintained private
water supply, unless a
public supply is
available. Such
proposals will be
assessed in line with
the appropriate EPA
code of practice and
will have regard to any
cumulative impacts on
water quality

served by private individual
treatment unit and shall
provide a sustainable
properly maintained private
water supply, unless a public
supply is available. Such
proposals will be assessed in
line with the appropriate EPA
code of practice and will have
regard to any cumulative
impacts on water quality and
on the Blackwater River
Special Area of
Conservation.
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Habitats Directive Assessment of Proposed Amendments

3.3.1 In April 2011, proposed amendments to the draft plan were screened to determine
whether these were likely to give rise to significant impacts on Natura 2000 sites (see Table 3.4
below). Potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites were identified which could arise from seven
proposed amendments to the Mallow Electoral Local Area Plan. These include issues relating to
the proposed inclusion of designated lands into settlement boundaries at Buttevant; proposed
new zonings adjacent to designated sites also in Buttevant; and the reinstatement of areas liable
to flooding into settlement boundaries in Doneraile and Killavullen within the catchment of the
Blackwater River Special Area of Conservation. Recommendations were made in the second
Natura Impact Report to modify or reject these proposals as shown in Table 3.5 below.
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Table 3:4

Assessment of potential for impact of proposed amendments to Mallow EA Local Area
Plan on Natura 2000 sites.

Issues Examined y/n | Amendment @ Relevant Natura Details of Potential Impact
Ref. No Settlement | 2000 site proposed
which may | amendment
be
impacted
Population target | n n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
increases for
settlements giving
rise to possible
impacts on water
quality in Natura
2000 sites. (Note:
only refers only to
settlements
where water
quality impacts
were not
previously
identified.)
Proposed new y MW.03.01.14 | Buttevant | Blackwater | Amend Site is within the
zonings within River SAC boundary of | SACand
Natura 2000 sites. Buttevant to | floodplain.
include Direct impacts
additional arising from
lands and habitat loss
zone these within the SAC.
for business | Potential
use. impacts on
water quality,
habitats and
species. Impacts
from surface and
stormwater
overflows.
New zonings v MW.03.01.01 | Buttevant | Blackwater | Re-zoning of | Site is adjacent
adjacent to River SAC open space to SAC (not in
Natura 2000 sites. to built up floodplain).
area. Development in
this location
could give rise to
impacts on
water quality in
adjacent SAC
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Issues Examined

y/n

Amendment
Ref. No

Relevant
Settlement

Natura
2000 site
which may
be
impacted

Details of
proposed
amendment

Potential Impact

and could result
in an increase in
stormwater and
surface water
flooding
overflows to
river.

MW.03.01.02

Buttevant

Blackwater
River SAC

Re-zoning of
open space
to built up
area.

Site is adjacent
to SAC (not in
floodplain).
Development in
this location
could give rise to
impacts on
water quality in
adjacent SAC
and could result
in anincrease in
stormwater and
surface water
flooding
overflows to
river.

MW.03.01.15

Buttevant

Blackwater
River

Amend
boundary of
Buttevant to
include lands
to provide
for
community
facilities, X-
01 zoning.

Site is adjacent
to SAC (partially
within
floodplain).
Development in
this location
could give rise to
impacts on
water quality in
adjacent SAC
and could result
in anincrease in
stormwater and
surface water
flooding
overflows to
river.
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Issues Examined y/n | Amendment @ Relevant Natura Details of Potential Impact
Ref. No Settlement | 2000 site proposed
which may | amendment
be
impacted
Re-instatement of | Y MW.03.03.01 | Doneraile Blackwater | Amend Site is in flood
areas from 2005 River boundary to | plain and within
planinto include lands | 1km of SAC.
development omitted Development in
boundaries, from this location
previously development | could give rise to
removed on boundary on | impacts on
grounds of flood grounds of water quality in
risk, which could flood risk. adjacent SAC
have impacts on and could result
Natura 2000 sites. in an increase in
stormwater and
surface water
flooding
overflows to
river.
y MW.03.03.07 | Doneraile Blackwater | Amend Site is adjacent
River boundary to | to Special Area
include lands | of Conservation
omitted and within
from floodplain.
development | Development in
boundary on | this location
grounds of could give rise to
flood risk. impacts on
water quality in
adjacent SAC

and could result
inanincrease in
stormwater and
surface water
flooding
overflows to
river.
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MW.03.12.01 | Killavullen | Blackwater | Amend Sites are
River boundary to | adjacent to
include lands | Special Area of
omitted Conservation
from and within
development | floodplain.
boundary on | Development in
grounds of this location
flood risk. could give rise to
impacts on
water quality in
adjacent SAC
and could result
in anincrease in
stormwater and
surface water
flooding
overflows to
river.
Recommendations n/a n/a n/a Amend n/a
from NIR | not boundary to
included in include lands
amendments. omitted
from
development
boundary on
grounds of
flood risk.
Proposed n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

amendments that
may give rise to
other impacts on
Natura 2000 sites.
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3.3.2 Six submissions were made in relation to these proposed amendments during the public
consultation process on the proposed amendment. These submissions and any further changes to the
plan which were considered by the Manager arising from same, were reviewed to determine whether
changes arising from the submissions would have implications for the Natura 2000 network. No further
impacts were identified, and therefore, no further recommendations for modifications to the plan which
might give rise to impacts on Natura 2000 sites were made arising from the submissions received on the
proposed amendments.

3.3.3 The list of recommendations arising from the AA of the proposed amendments are set out in
Table 3.5 below. The full assessment is available for review in Natura Impact Report Il for the proposed
amendments to the draft Mallow EA Local Area Plan, April, 2011.

3.3.4 All of the recommendations made for changes to proposed amendments arising from the AA
process were put before Cork County Council in the Report to Members Mallow Electoral Area Local
Area Plan Public Consultation Draft, Manager’s Opinion on the Issues Raised by Submissions on Proposed
Amendments and Manager’s Recommendations (June 2011). These were accepted in full by the Council
at their meeting of 25 July 2011.
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Table 3.5

Summary Of Recommendations For Changes To Be Made To Plan Arising From
Appropriate Assessment Of Proposed Amendments.

Obj No.

Amendment
Ref

Proposed
amendment

Recommendation
from appropriate
assessment of
proposed amendment

Changes made to plan
arising from AA of
proposed amendments

Buttevant
0-04

MW
03.01.01

Change of zoning
from open space to
built up area, in
area adjacent to
SAC.

Modify wording of
Objective DB-06

Amend DB-06 as follows:

The Awbeg River which
runs through the town
and forms part of the
Blackwater River
Candidate Special Area of
Conservation, a
designated Natura 2000
site.

This plan will protect the
favourable conservation
status of this site.
Development proposals
in areas adjacent to the
SAC may require the
provision of a Natura
Impact Statement and
can only proceed where it
can be shown that it will
not have significant
impacts on the
Blackwater River SAC.

Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm
water attenuation will be
required for any
development which may
be permitted in this area.

Buttevant
0-04

MW
03.01.02

Change of zoning
from open space to
built up area.

Modify DB-06 as per
recommendation for
MW 03.01.01

See above.

Buttevant
B-03

MW
03.01.14

Amend
development
boundary of
Buttevant to
include additional

Retract amendment

Amendment retracted, no
change to boundary
made.
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Obj No.

Amendment
Ref

Proposed
amendment

Recommendation
from appropriate
assessment of

proposed amendment

Changes made to plan
arising from AA of
proposed amendments

lands to the north
of the town. B-03
Business and retail
uses with provision
for an amenity walk
and public open
space along the
bank of the Awbeg
River. The Flood
Risk Assessment
has identified that
this site is at risk of
flooding. Any
development
proposals on this
site will normally
be accompanied by
a floor risk
assessment that
complies with
Chapter 5 of the
Ministerial
Guidelines ‘ The
Planning System
and Flood Risk
Management’ as
described in
objectives FD 1-4,
1-5and 1-6 in
Section 1 of this
plan.

Buttevant
X-01

MW
03.01.15

Amend boundary
of settlement to
include lands to
provide for
community
facilities (X-01)
zoning.

X-01. Community
facilities,
institutional uses,
employment uses
or low density

Modify wording of
objective.

X-01. Community
facilities, institutional
uses, employment uses or
low density residential
development. The flood
risk assessment has
identified parts of this
zone as being at risk of
flooding. Any
development proposals in
such areas will normally
be accompanied by a
flood risk assessment that

Natura Impact Report for Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan August 2011

NIR 47




Obj No. Amendment | Proposed Recommendation Changes made to plan
Ref amendment from appropriate arising from AA of
assessment of proposed amendments
proposed amendment
residential complies with Chapter 5
development. The of the Ministerial
flood risk Guidelines “The Planning
assessment has System and Flood Risk
identified parts of Management” as
this zone as being described in objectives
at risk of flooding. FD-1-4, 1-5 and 1-6 in
Any development Section 1 of this Plan.
proposals in such
areas will normally Development proposals
be accompanied by within the floodplain of
a flood risk the Blackwater River are
assessment that likely to require the
complies with provision of a Natura
Chapter 5 of the Impact Statement and
Ministerial can only proceed where it
Guidelines “The can be shown that it will
Planning System not have significant
and Flood Risk impacts on the
Management’ as Blackwater River SAC.
described in Sustainable Urban
objectives FD-1-4, Drainage Systems (SUDS)
1-5and 1-6in and sufficient storm
Section 1 of this water attenuation will be
Plan. Development required for any
proposals development which may
be permitted in this area.
Doneraile MW Amend Modify wording All proposals for
DB-01k 03.03.01 development objective DB-01k. development within the
boundary of areas identified as being
Doneraile to at risk of flooding will
include lands to the need to comply with
south-west of Objective FD 1-1to FD 1-6
settlement as per detailed in Section 1 of
the 2005 LAP this Plan, as appropriate,
(includes site of and with the provisions of
06/11696 and the Ministerial Guidelines-
adjacent lands) The Planning System and
Flood Risk Management’.
In particular, a site
specific flood risk
assessment will be
required as described in
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Obj No. Amendment | Proposed Recommendation Changes made to plan
Ref amendment from appropriate arising from AA of
assessment of proposed amendments
proposed amendment
objectives FD-1-4, 1-5 and
1-6.
Development proposals
within the floodplain of
the Blackwater River are
likely to require the
provision of a Natura
Impact Statement and
can only proceed where it
can be shown that it will
not have significant
impacts on the
Blackwater River SAC.
Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm
water attenuation will be
required for any
development which may
be permitted in this area.
Doneraile MW Amend Modify wording of See above.
03.03.07 development objective DB-01k as
boundary of per recommendation
Doneraile to for MW 03.03.01
include lands to the
west of settlement,
zoned as 0-04 in
the 2005 Local Area
Plan.
Killavullen | MW Amend boundary Modify wording of | Amend wording of the
DB-01c 03.12.01(a) to include lands objective. DB-01 c as follows:

omitted from
development
boundary on
grounds of flood
risk.

All proposals for
development within the
areas identified as being
at risk of flooding will
need to comply with
Objective FD 1-1to FD 1-6
detailed in Section 1 of
this Plan, as appropriate,
and with the provisions of
the Ministerial Guidelines-
The Planning System and
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Obj No.

Amendment
Ref

Proposed
amendment

Recommendation
from appropriate
assessment of
proposed amendment

Changes made to plan
arising from AA of
proposed amendments

Flood Risk Management’.
In particular, a site
specific flood risk
assessment will be
required as described in
objectives FD-1-4, 1-5 and
1-6.

Development proposals
within the floodplain of
the Blackwater River are
likely to require the
provision of a Natura
Impact Statement and
can only proceed where it
can be shown that it will
not have significant
impacts on the
Blackwater River SAC.
Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and sufficient storm
water attenuation will be
required for any
development which may
be permitted in this area.
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4 Appropriate Assessment Conclusion — Finding of No Significant Effects Matrix

Information Relating To The Plan And Natura Sites Within Potential Impact Zone

Plan name

Mallow EA Local Area Plan, 2011

Natura 2000
sites within
potential
impact zone
of the plan

Special Areas of Conservation: Ballyhoura Mountains SAC 002036;
Carrigeenamronety Hill SAC 002037; Blackwater River (Cork/Waterford) SAC
002170; Great Island Channel SAC 001058.

Special Protection Areas: Kilcolman Bog SPA 004095

Description
of the plan

The Mallow EA Local Area Plan sets out the approach for the local level
implementation of the overall planning strategy for the County as set out in the
County Development Plan 2009. It consists of a written statement with
objectives relating to population targets, housing strategy, settlement strategies
and boundaries, economic development, flood risk assessment, climate change
and biodiversity strategies. It contains three main sections as follows:

Section 1: Introduction to the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan

This section summarises the content of the plan and its relationship to other
plans. It contains information relating to the process that has been followed in
the making of the plan including the approach to consultation and zoning etc.
The main towns, villages and other settlements within the electoral area are
identified in this section. Policies relating to assessment of flood risk and the
protection of the green belt which apply to the entire electoral area are also
included in this section.

Section 2: Local Area Strategy

This section of the plan sets out the overall strategy for Mallow Electoral Area as
a whole. It presents a summary and analysis of the growth and population
targets used in the plan and gives details of the main employment and economic
considerations, education and infrastructure requirements and key
environmental considerations. It sets out an overall vision for the electoral area
and contains policy statements relating to the provision of a sustainable water
supply and treatment system as well as environmental assessment requirements.

Section 3: Settlements and Other Locations.

This section of the document sets out more specific objectives and zonings
relating to population targets, residential, commercial and industrial
development, the provision of infrastructural, community and recreational
facilities etc for each of the main towns, key villages, and other villages, village
nuclei and small settlements within the electoral area.

Is the
proposed
plan directly

No
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connected
with or
necessary to
the
management
of the
Natura 2000
sites
identified
above

Assessment of

Significant Effects

Describe One Natura 2000 site (the Blackwater River SAC) has been identified which may
how the plan | be impacted by policy proposed in this plan. The following are the key issues
(alone or in where were considered to be of importance.
combination
is likely to Potential Impacts Activities which could give rise to these
affect Natura
2000 sites) Impacts on water quality and Targeted increases in population of
levels. settlements without provision for adequate
waste water treatment or sustainable water
supply.
Direct impacts on habitats Zoning of land within Natura 2000 sites,
giving rise to habitat loss, extension of settlement boundaries into
deterioration or fragmentation. Natura 2000 sites, reinstatement of
development zonings in areas liable to flood.
Disturbance to species. Zoning for development within or close to
sites used as breeding or feeding areas by
protected species. In particular proposals for
recreational walkways in riverine areas
adjacent to Blackwater SAC
Are there Cork County Development Plan 2009. Development provided for by this plan
other (chap 4) could give rise to cumulative impacts on water quality in the Blackwater
projects or River Special Area of Conservation.
plans that
together Kerry County Development Plan, 2009. Development provided for by this plan
with the (chap 3) could give rise to additional pressure on water quality Blackwater River
plan being SAC.
assessed
could affect | Waterford County Development Plan, 2010. Development provided for in
the site chapter 3 of this plan could give rise to additional pressure on water quality
(provide Blackwater River SAC.
details)
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Development provided for in the Lismore Local Area Plan (2007-2013), Kanturk
Electoral Area Local Area Plan, 2011; Fermoy Electoral Area Local Area Plan,
2011; Midleton Electoral Area Local Area Plan, 2011; Mallow Special Local Area
Plan, 2007; Mallow Town Plan 2010-2016; Fermoy 2010; Midleton Town Plan (in
draft) and the Youghal Town Plan (2009-2015), will give rise to additional
pressures on water quality, increase potential for flood risk, and possibly cause
direct impacts habitats and species in the Blackwater River Special Area of
Conservation.

Explain why
these effects
are not
considered
significant

Impacts on water quality and levels.

1. Modifications were made to policies in the following settlements
Buttevant, Castletownroche, Doneraile, Burnfort, Bweeng, Cecilstown,
Churchtown, Dromohane, Glantane, Killavullen, Liscarroll,
Lombardstown, Lyre, New twopothouse, Shanballymore, Ballyhass,
Gortroe, Laharn Cross, Mourneabbey and Old Twopothouse to ensure
that development in the relevant settlements can only proceed when
adequate provision has been made for waste water treatment and to
make the provision of SUDS and Stormwater Attenuation measures a
requirement where necessary.

2. Provision was made for the establishment of buffer zones between
development and watercourses susceptible to pollution for the following
zones — Buttevant B-01; Buttevant C-01; Buttevant U-01; Buttevant 0-01;
Doneraile 0-01; 0-03; and Killavullen O-02.

3. The provision of a catchment based stormwater and wastewater plan
was made a requirement for the settlements of Bweeng, Dromahane and
Lombardstown.

Direct impacts on habitats.
4. A proposed boundary change and zoning in Buttevant was retracted to
avoid zoning for development within sites designated for nature
conservation.

5. Alterations were made to the boundaries of the following settlements
Killavullen and Lombardstown to exclude sites designated for nature
conservation.

6. Modifications were made to the following open space zonings Buttevant
0-06; Doneraile 0-01; Castletownroche 0-01; Killavullen 0-01 and 0-02
which occur within the Special Area of Conservation to clarify that these
spaces are not suitable for development.

7. Modifications were made to objectives, settlement boundaries and
zonings as set out under impacts on water quality above, will also provide

for the protection of water dependant habitats.

Species protection.
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8. Modifications made to objectives, settlement boundaries and zonings as
set out under impacts on water quality above, will also provide for the
protection of water dependant species.

9. Modifications were made to the wording of the Buttevant U-01 to ensure
that the provision of proposed amenity walks in areas which could give
rise to disturbance to species will only be completed following ecological
assessment.

Potential impacts arising from policies providing for development on sites close
to or within Natura 2000 sites.

10. Modifications were made to objectives Buttevant B-01, C-01 and 0-01;
Doneraile X-0land 0-03 where settlement boundaries or zonings are
located close to or within Natura 2000 sites and where development
could potentially have an impact on these sites.

Introduction of new objectives to the plan.

11. Two new objectives were included into the plan arising from the AA
process. These commit CCC to the protection of Natura 2000 sites,
ecological corridors, areas and habitats of local biodiversity value within
the plan area and its environs. Maps and lists of all designated sites were
added to the final draft of the plan.

Appropriate
Assessment
Conclusion

On the basis of the changes set out above, it is concluded that the Mallow EA
Local Area Plan will not give rise to impacts on the integrity of the Natura 2000
network.

List of
agencies
consulted

The National Parks and Wildlife Service was consulted and advised at all stages of
the appropriate assessment process for this plan. This was completed through
bilateral meetings which were held with local and regional staff of the NPWS.
Natura Impact Reports were referred to statutory consultees and were available
for review and consultation through the CCC website.

Response to
consultation

All of the recommendations made by the NPWS were integrated into the Natura
Impact Reports.

Data Collected To Carry Out The Assessment

Who carried out the | Planning Policy Unit, Cork County Council

assessment

Sources of data

National Parks and Wildlife Service Site Synopses and other data relating
to Natura 2000 sites.

Level of assessment | Screening for impacts on all Natura 2000 sites within the potential

completed

impact zone of the plan. Appropriate assessment the Blackwater River
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Special Area of Conservation.

Where can the full
results of the
assessment be
accessed and viewed

The full AA process may be tracked through Natura Impact Report |,
prepared for draft plan, Natura Impact Il , prepared for draft
amendments and this final report.
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5 Implementation of Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

The following table summarises the changes made to the plan to ensure the protection of the Natura
2000 network, and sets out how the implementation of these measures will be monitored over the

lifetime of the plan.

Table 5.1 Mitigation and Monitoring Measures for the Mallow EA Local Area Plan, 2011
Mitigation measure How wiill How will When will How will
mitigation measures be measures be | mitigation be
measures implemented implemented | monitored
reduce adverse | and by whom
impacts on
integrity of
Natura 2000
sites.
Commitment to ensure Natura 2000 Implementation | For lifetime Establish current
protection of Natura 2000 | sites also will be achieved | of the plan level of
sites within green belts for | overlap with by CCC. development and
lifetime of plan (GB 1-1 b). | green belts in Development in ecological status of
certain cases. these zones is designated areas
The wording of | not within green belts
the green belt encouraged, in identified areas
policy has been | but where by end of 2011.
modified to planned should
ensure thatitis | only proceed Examine status of
clear in the plan | where full these areas at plan
that the priority | assessment of review stage to
for such lands is | potential determine if any
the impacts on development or
maintenance of | Natura 2000 has taken place.
its nature sites has been
conservation completed.
values.
Commitment in plan to The aim of this | Implementation | For lifetime Review progress
prevent commencement of | measure is to will be achieved | of plan. with planned

discharge from new
developments in certain
settlements until sufficient
capacity for treatment of
waste water is in place to
ensure that legal water
quality standards are met;
to ensure the integration of
SUDS and stormwater
attenuation into planned

protect water
quality and
minimise flood
risk. Its
implementation
will ensure that
there will be no
additional
nutrient input
to designated

through the
planning
process by CCC.
Permissions can
only be granted
for
developments
within LAP
settlements
where there is

upgrades for
treatment plants.
Review planning
permissions
granted/population
increases in
specified
settlements during
lifetime of plan and
cross check against
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Mitigation measure How wiill How will When will How wiill
mitigation measures be measures be | mitigation be
measures implemented implemented | monitored
reduce adverse | and by whom
impacts on
integrity of
Natura 2000
sites.

developments in specified waterbodies sufficient individual waste

zones (LAS 2-1 and arising from capacity to water treatment

development objectives for | development treat waste plant capacity at

a number of specified provided for by | water to plan review stage.

settlements); and to this plan. It will | required Review conditions

develop a stormwater and
wastewater plan for the
entire catchment which will
inform future management
of same.

help to prevent
siltation of the
freshwater
system, and will
provide for the
attenuation of
surface / flood
waters for any
development
provided for by
this plan with
specified zones,
thereby
protecting
freshwater
systems from
storm surges.

standards and
where
adequate
provision has
been made for
SUDS and
stormwater
attenuation in

specified zones.

Development
of stormwater
and waste
water plan to
be agreed with
National Parks
and Wildlife
Service and
EPA.

of grant for
developments
permitted in
accordance with
plan policy within
specified zones to
establish numbers
of these that have
incorporated
required measures
at plan review
stage.

Commitment in plan to
ensure that all
development facilitated
through this plan is subject
to the appropriate level of
environmental assessment
in accordance with the
Habitats, Birds, EIA and SEA
Directives; to provide
protection to sites
(proposed and designated)
for nature conservation;
and to maintain where
possible features of the
landscape of biodiversity

The aim of
these measures
is to commit
CCCto
protecting sites
designated for
nature
conservation
and biodiversity
generally. This
will be achieved
by assessing all
development
proposals
provided for by

This measure
will be
implemented
through the
planning
process.

Throughout
the lifetime
of this plan.

To be determined.
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Mitigation measure How wiill How will When will How wiill
mitigation measures be measures be | mitigation be
measures implemented implemented | monitored
reduce adverse | and by whom
impacts on
integrity of
Natura 2000
sites.

value outside designated this plan in
sites (LAS 2-2, 2-3 and 2-4 accordance

and development with the
objectives for a number of | provisions of
specified settlements). the relevant
legislation. This
measure will
reduce the risk
of the Council
authorising any
activity which
could have a
negative impact
on the Natura
2000 network,
or on ecological
features of the
landscape
which connect
the network.

Removal of designated land | This measure Measure to be | This measure | Establish current
from settlement will reduce implemented has been level of
boundaries and retraction pressure for by CCC during implemented. | development and
of proposed amendment to | development plan making ecological status of
include designated land within stage. areas removed
within settlement designated from settlement
boundary at Buttevant. sites. boundaries during
plan making
process by end of
2011.

Examine status of
these areas at plan
review stage to
determine if any
development or
alteration has
taken place arising
from policies set
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Mitigation measure

How wiill
mitigation
measures
reduce adverse
impacts on
integrity of
Natura 2000
sites.

How will
measures be
implemented
and by whom

When will
measures be
implemented

How will
mitigation be
monitored

out in this plan.

Provision for maintenance | This measure Implementation | Lifetime of Establish current
of buffer zones between has been will be achieved | plan. level of
Natura 2000 sites and specified for through the development and
proposed development. zones or areas planning ecological status of
adjacent to process by CCC. identified areas by
Natura 2000 Development end of 2011.
sites, where it proposals
is considered within certain Examine these
that zones or areas during
development settlement review of LAP to
could give rise areas adjacent determine if
to impacts on to Natura 2000 buffers have been
habitats or sites must provided for
disturbance to | provide for the developments that
species for maintenance of have been
which the a buffer zone permitted and/or
Natura 2000 between the built within the
sites are development relevant zones.
designated. site and the
Developments Natura 2000
in such site.
locations will
require the
provision of
Natura Impacts
Statements
where
significant
impacts on
designated
sites cannot be
ruled out.
Commitment to protect Some Natura Implementation | Lifetime of Establish current
open space zones primarily | 2000 sites will be achieved | plan. level of
for nature conservation where they by CCC. development and
where these overlap with occur within Development in ecological status of
designated areas. settlement these zones identified areas by
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Mitigation measure How wiill How will When will How wiill
mitigation measures be measures be | mitigation be
measures implemented implemented | monitored
reduce adverse | and by whom
impacts on
integrity of
Natura 2000
sites.
boundaries should not be end of 2011.
have been encouraged,
zoned for open | but where Review status of
space in this planned should these areas at plan
plan. Inthese only proceed review stage to
cases, the where full determine if any
wording of the | assessment of development or
policy linked to | potential alteration has
particular zones | impacts on taken place.

where this has
occurred has
been modified
to clarify that
such areas are
not generally
suitable for
development.
The purpose of
this
modification is
to avoid direct
loss of habitat
or potential for
disturbance to
species within
Natura 2000
sites arising
from zonings
set out in this
plan.

Natura 2000
sites has been
completed.
This is likely to
apply to
planning
permissions
and to projects
proposed by
CCCitself.

Requirement for provision
of ecological reports to be
prepared for recreational
initiatives where these are
within or adjacent to
Natura 2000 sites.

The aim of this
measure is to
ensure that full
consideration
of impacts on
habitats and
species is made
at the planning
stage for such

Implementation
will generally
be achieved by
CCC as most of
these
developments
are completed
by the Council.
Where

Lifetime of
the plan.

Establish current
level of
development and
ecological status in
identified areas by
end of 2011.

Review status of
these areas at plan
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Mitigation measure

How wiill
mitigation
measures
reduce adverse
impacts on
integrity of
Natura 2000
sites.

How will
measures be
implemented
and by whom

When will
measures be
implemented

How will
mitigation be
monitored

projects to
ensure that
they are
designed in a
manner which
avoids such
impacts.

walkways or
cyclepaths are
planned in or
close to Natura
2000 sites,
these should
only proceed
where full
assessment of
potential
impacts on
Natura 2000
sites has been
completed.
This will
normally be
done as part of
the Part 8
process.

review stage to
determine if any
development or
alteration has
taken place.

Requirement for provision
of Natura Impact
Statements to be prepared
for developments proposed
in areas close to and/or
within floodplains of
Natura 2000 sites.

This measure
has been
incorporated
for particular
zones adjacent
to Natura 2000
sites, where it
is considered
that
development
within the zone
could give rise
to impacts on

Implementation
will be achieved
through the
planning
process by CCC.
Development
proposals
within certain
zones or
settlement
areas adjacent
to Natura 2000
sites can only

Lifetime of
plan.

Establish current
level of
development and
ecological status in
identified areas by
end of 2011.

Examine status of
these areas at plan
review stage to
determine if any
development or
alteration has

habitats or proceed where taken place.
disturbance to it shown that
species for such
which the development
adjacent will not have a
Natura 2000 significant
site is impact on
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designated. Of
particular
concern in this
regard are
zoned areas
within Natura
2000
catchments
which have
been identified
as being
susceptible to
flooding. It
makes it a
requirement
that proposals
for
development in
these zones will
be subject to
appropriate
assessment.

Natura 2000
sites within the
potential
impact zone.
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Appendix I: Timetable for the making of the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan.

Date Plan Making Stage Habitats Directive Comment
Assessment Stage
22" Nov 2010 Publication of draft plan.
22" Nov 2010- Public consultation on draft plan. Preparation of first
12" Jan 2011 Natura Impact Report
on draft plan.
Consultation with
National Parks and
Wildlife Service.
23" Feb 2011 Publication of Managers Report Issue of first Natura All

summarising consultation
submissions and containing
recommendations of manager on
same. This report incorporated the
recommendations of the first Natura
Impact Report on the draft plan.

Impact Report on draft
plan.

recommendations
contained in first
Natura Impact
Report were
subsumed into
the Managers
Report to Council.

30" /31% Mar
2011

Council members vote to propose
amendments to plan.

All
recommendations
in Managers
Report arising
from the AA
process were
accepted by
Council and were
therefore
proposed as
amendments to
the plan.

In addition, a
number of new
amendments
were proposed by
Councillors which
required
screening for AA.

31% Mar — 20"

Preparation of proposed

Preparation of second

Apr 2011 amendments to draft plan for Natura Impact Report
publication. on proposed
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Date

Plan Making Stage

Habitats Directive
Assessment Stage

Comment

amendments to plan.
Consultation with
National Parks and
Wildlife Service.

21% Apr 2011

Proposed amendments to draft plan
published.

Publication of second
Natura Impact Report
on proposed

amendments to plan.

21° April — 18"
May

Public consultation on proposed
amendments.

Public consultation on
second Natura Impact
Report (proposed

amendments to plan).

19" May — 10™
June.

Review of consultation submissions
and prepration of 2" Managers
Report

Review of consultation
submissions and
managers opinion on
same to identify issues
which might give rise
to impacts on Natura
2000 sites.

6 submissions
received in
relation to
proposed
amendments to
plan. No
modifications
were
recommended by
the Manager to
be made to
amendments on
foot of these
submissions
which might give
rise to impacts on
Natura 2000 sites.

15" June

Publication of 2™ Managers Report
summarising consultation
submissions on proposed
amendments to plan and containing
recommendations of manager on
same. This report incorporated the
recommendations of the second
Natura Impact Report.

19" July

Council meeting to review Managers
Report and consider

Preparation of final
Natura Impact Report
for Mallow Electoral
Area Local Area Plan.
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recommendations in relation to
proposed amendments.
26" July Council members vote to make or All amendments

modify Local Area Plan. arising from AA
process were
accepted by
Council members.
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Section 1 - Introduction
Terms of Reference

This is the SEA Statement of the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan and forms the final part of the
requirements for the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Plan.

SEA Definition

SEA is a systematic process of predicting and evaluating the likely environmental effects of
implementing a plan, or other strategic action, in order to ensure that these effects are appropriately
addressed at the earliest stage of decision-making.

Legislative Context

Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, of 27 June 2001, on the
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, referred to hereafter
as the SEA Directive, introduced the requirement that SEA be carried out on plans and programmes,
which are prepared for a number of sectors, including land use planning. The SEA Directive was
transposed into Irish Law through the European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain
Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (SI No. 435 of 2004), and, the Planning and Development
(Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (SI No. 436 of 2004). Both sets of regulations
became operational on the 21% of July 2004. The SEA Directive and the instruments transposing it
into Irish Law require that after the adoption of a plan or programme, the plan or programme making
authority is required to make a Statement available to the public, the competent environmental
authorities and, where relevant, neighbouring countries. This Statement is referred to as an SEA
Statement.

Content of the SEA Statement
The SEA Statement is required to include information summarising:

(a) how environmental considerations have been integrated into the plan
(b) how
e the environmental report,
e any submission or observation to the planning authority in response to a notice under
section 20(3) of the Act, and
e any consultations under article 14 F
have been taken into account during the preparation of the plan,
(c) the reasons for choosing the plan, as adopted, in light of the other reasonable alternatives dealt
with, and
(d) the measures decided upon to monitor, in accordance with Article 14J, the significant
environmental effects of implementation of the plan.

The Guidelines on the implementation of the SEA Directive state that the SEA statement should
summarise the issues and concisely address them. Each of the above points have been addressed and
are included in the various sections of the SEA statement which follow. The influence of the SEA on
the LAP making process is outlined in the following flow chart (Figure 1).

The SEA statement tracks the progression of the plan as presented in the diagram, highlights how

environmental considerations have been taken into account and sets out the detailed monitoring for
the plan in the final section which it is intended will be reviewed over the lifetime of the plan.
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Influence of SEA on the LAP Review Process: (Figure 1)

SEA Scoping Statement & Report

|

Preparation of LAP and Environmental Report

Public Draft LAP and Environmental Report

Consultation on Draft Consultation on
LAP Environmental Report
Proposed Amendments SEA Assessment of

A
A

to the Draft LAP Proposed Amendments

| |

Public consultation on Proposed Amendments

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Monitoring of LAP and SEA




Section 2 - How Environmental Considerations and the

Environmental Report were factored into the plan:

This Local Area Plan as well as the other nine Electoral Area Local Area Plans are considered to be
middle order plans fitting between the County Development Plan and small scale plans and local area
plans for example for an individual settlement. Because of this the approach taken needed to look at
the overall issues of the Local Area Plan while also relating to individual settlements and objectives.
While environmental issues related to individual sites/ settlements and objectives it is considered that
the environmental process’ most effective input was on the broader/wider scale. This is also reflected
in the methodology for the provision of mitigation measures outlined in Chapter 10 of the
Environmental Report which addressed the strategic level through assessment of the
scenario/alternatives while the second approach addressed the common issues repeated throughout
the Local Area Plan.

These middle order plans cover an entire electoral area with the broad distribution of population of
main towns, villages and rural areas coming from the County Development Plan 2009. In some cases
there may have been some minor changes made to the figures in the Local Area Plan but in general
the figures used were in line with those of the Strategic Planning Areas set out in the County
Development Plan and were consistent with the figures outlined in the Regional Planning Guidelines
2010.

Consultation:

In terms of the SEA and AA, there have been a number of consultations over the course of the
preparation of the Mallow Electoral Area Local Area Plan 2011-2017 which was prepared at the same
time as the remaining nine electoral areas in the county. An Outline Strategy was prepared for the
Mallow LAP and included a broad checklist of the main environmental indicators within the electoral
Area. The Strategy was on public display during January and February 2010.

Following this a scoping report was prepared and sent to the statutory consultees including the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government
and the Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources. Five submissions on the
Scoping Report were received which in some cases were also applicable to the other Electoral Area
Local Area Plans being prepared simultaneously. The comments made at this stage of the process by
the statutory consultees related to the scope and level of detail to be included in the SEA and were
brought forward into the Environmental Report.

The next period of consultation included public display of the Draft Mallow Electoral Area Local Area
Plan alongside the SEA Environmental Report during the period of 22" November 2010 to 12"
January 2011. A total of 55 submissions were received on this suite of documents, including
submissions from the EPA and DoEHLG.

It was agreed that some of the comments in the submissions made be incorporated as non material
changes in the final document while other changes were put forward as proposed changes to the text
and objectives to the Draft Plan.

The final stage of consultation took place between 21* April and 18" May 2011 when amendments to
the Draft Plan and a SEA Screening Report and Natura Impact Report (ll) were on public display.
6submissions were received at this stage of public consultation including submissions from the EPA
and DOEHLG.

Section 3 of this Statement deals specifically with the Submissions and Observations received and the
issues raised in these submissions.

SEAS



Strategic Environmental Assessment

A number of distinct stages of the process during which environmental issues have been highlighted
and the SEA methodology applied are outlined in this section. These are as follows:

Stage 1 — Preparation of the Draft LAP (Scoping and Environmental Report)
Stage 2 — Screening Matrix and Evaluation of the Draft LAP Objectives
Stage 3 — The Amendment Stage (SEA of the Proposed Material Amendment to the Draft Plan)

Stage 1 — Preparation of the Draft LAP (Scoping and Environmental Report)
Scoping:

Chapter 4 of the Environmental Report outlines the methodology of the preparation of the LAP and
Environmental Report.

Initially, the Planning Authority engaged in a scoping exercise to determine the range of
environmental issues and the level of detail to be included in the Environmental Report, which were
decided upon, in consultation with the prescribed environmental authorities as a requirement of the
SEA Regulations and Guidelines. The scoping and information gathering stage allowed for the
collection of existing environmental baseline information in order to describe the current state of the
environment in the Electoral Area. This is outlined in the Scoping Statement. The comments made at
this stage of the process by the statutory consultees related to the scope and level of detail to be
included in the SEA and were brought forward into the Environmental Report.

The Environmental Report:

Having established in the Scoping Report the environmental baseline the key aspect of the SEA was
the collection of relevant environmental baseline data for the Mallow Electoral Area. The collection of
this information has informed the identification of key environmental sensitivities, sensitive areas and
areas of pressure within the electoral area.

The SEA used a system of Environmental Protection Objectives (EPOs) with targets and indicators in
the assessment of the Draft Local Area Plan. Baseline data collection and the preparation of sensitivity
mapping has focussed the EPOs at the plan level and at issues relevant to the Mallow Electoral Area.

Where it was demonstrated that conflict with environmental objectives arose, measures were
proposed which sought to mitigate against any potential negative environmental effects. This has
occurred throughout the preparation of the LAP and the Amendments.

Alternative frameworks:

The Environmental Report is required by the SEA Directive to consider reasonable alternatives taking
into account the objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or programme and the significant
environmental effects of the alternatives selected. Alternatives were formulated having regard to the
objectives of the LAP. The alternatives are explored in Chapter 8 of the Environmental Report and a
further expansion on these alternatives is outlined in Section 4 of this SEA Statement.

Stage 2 — Matrix and Evaluation of the Draft LAP Objectives:
Before the publication of the Draft LAP, the objectives contained in the Draft Local Area plan were
evaluated against the Environmental Protection Objectives (EPO’s) which were created for the LAP

SEA within a series of matrices. These completed matrices are outlined in Chapter 9 of the
Environmental Report.
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This stage identified whether t